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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN
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Christmas 2009 saw an outpouring of goodwill as our Society showed its finest
attributes in helping those in need. The fullrepo  rt can be read inside on pages 4 and 5.
Pictured above is Regional Administrator Aileen Con ey gratefully accepting gifts from
the Department of Social Development. MLA Margaret  Ritchie was on hand to

personally hand the gifts over.



“If you want to cultivate peace, protect the enviro

Spiritual Reflections
Fr Perry Gildea C.M
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Pope Benedict January 1st 2010

Once again in the days following
the joy of Christmas news of an
almost incomprehensible disaster
shatters our illusions of dominance
and superiority. The citizens of
Haiti and especially Port au Prince
have been devastated. The very
scale of the death toll and the
enormous destruction of the city,
surrounding towns and villages
leave the whole human family
shocked. The international
response has been immediate.
Problems of providing aid were
caused by the poor infrastructure,
damage to the port and the limited
size of the airport. Now it seems
medical, food and shelter
programmes are under way.

Less dramatically, but equally
serious here at home, the
economic recession which has
seen increasing numbers of people
turning to the SVP for assistance,
has been further exacerbated by
the long period of snow and ice
adding to heating and shopping
worries for the elderly and infirm.
And now in Ireland blessed or
cursed with rain we have a water
crisis!

This might be a good time for us to
reflect on what Pope Benedict has
been saying in recent times. Last
year he issued his third encyclical
letter speaking on human
development and solidarity under
the title of Charity in Truth. This
was a long and sometimes quite
technical letter and for many not as

easy reading as his previous letters
on Love and Hope. Fortunately he
returned to this theme and more
simply and clearly in his New Year
message for the world day of peace.
This he issued not with a title but a
challenge “If you want to cultivate
peace, protect creation.”

This address is a passionate plea for
the protection of the environment as
a necessary condition for the
emergence of peace which in turn is
the prerequisite for the development
of peoples. When we speak of the
development of peoples this is most
important for the poor and especially
those in the developing countries.
This perhaps brings us back to Haiti.
There is no doubt the death toll and
damage caused by this earthquake
was due also to the poor quality of
buildings and the density of
population in the capitol. These
factors in turn flowed from the
extreme poverty of the people and
their country. The Pope has linked
concern for the poor, human
development and peace to an urgent
plea for the whole ecology of human
existence.

“It should be evident that the
ecological crises cannot be viewed
in isolation from other related
guestions, since it is closely related
to the notion of development itself
and our understanding of man in his
relationship to others and to rest of
creation. Prudence would thus
dictate profound long term review of
our model of development, one

which would take into consideration
the meaning of the economy and its
goals with an eye to correcting its
malfunctions and misapplications.

The ecological health of the planet
calls for this, but it is also demanded
by the cultural and moral crisis of
humanity whose symptoms have for
some time been evident in every part
of the world. Humanity needs a
profound cultural renewal; it needs to
rediscover those values which can
serve as the solid basis for building a
brighter future for all. Our present
crises — be they economic, food-
related, environmental or  social —
are ultimately also moral crises, and
all of them are interre-

lated.” ('If you want to cultivate
peace, protect creation.’ #5)

Pope Benedict is asserting that all
human and natural crises involve a
moral obligation to do what is best
for the survival, improvement, and
development of the human family. It
is a question of morality. Part of that
is how we care for and concern
ourselves not only about the
immediate response to the calamity
which has befallen Haiti, but also we
concern ourselves about the future
making sure a society emerges that
has a future based on infrastructure,
education, employment and the
basics of life such as regular food
supply and adequate (and if possible
earthquake proof) housing. That is
not just urged by charity but is also a
moral duty on those who can provide
these things.



| am delighted to be offered the
opportunity to work with the
Society as Regional Shops’
Coordinator. Since joining in
October 2009, | have met most of
the shop teams while bringing the
annual Risk Assessments up to
date and | shouldn’t be too much
longer in getting around to all of
our shops.

Health and Safety is just one of the
areas in which | hope to guide and
advise shop teams. | have almost
two decades of charity retail
experience, from Volunteer Van
Driver with a small community
project in Cambridge, England in
my teenage years, through to
charity shop management and
setting up a social enterprise right
through to building a major charity
retailer's most successful area
retail team, achieving £0.5 million
profit from a £1.5 million turnover —
with just 14 shops!

| see myself very much as a shop
team resource and hopefully have
sufficient expertise in most of the
areas where shop floor teams and
shop committees alike might need
my support and guidance,
including:

Visual Merchandising
Shop floor sales mix/space
allocation

Customer Care

Marketing &
Communications

Health, Safety &
Environment

Retail Recruitment (job
descriptions, pay banding
advice, etc.)

Brought in goods

Legal & Compliance (inc.
Charity Commission)

IT — setting up a shop
computer & training staff
Performance Management

Beni Benstead—
our new Regional
Shops Co-ordinator

| am also very happy to perform
shop appraisals and advise on
everything from sort room
logistics through to driving sales.
Did you know, for example, that
ladies wear sales will account for
30% to 50% of sales in most of
our non-furniture shops but
menswear will make up less than
10% and childrenswear under
5%7? A simple sales floor
analysis can therefore help you
to assess whether the space you
have allocated to each of these
departments is appropriate.

2010 looks to be a very exciting
year! Springing out of the Risk
Assessments, | have begun
working on Van Drivers’ and
Furniture Manuals and, by
popular demand, | have drafted
retail-specific recruitment
processes and job descriptions
for shop-based roles. | have
also been looking into how we
might be able to introduce
electrical items to our shops as
another income stream and have
been working on a marketing
strategy for 2010. In partnership
with my Shops’ Management
Committee colleagues, we have
been developing training
programmes, which we aim to
deliver in March and October
2010.

| also hope to reopen the Great
Furniture Debate! Our sister
shops in Dublin have chosen not
to sell furniture but a major high
street charity retailer was quoted
in the Guardian in January 2010
as saying “We consider furniture
the future of charity retailing”.
Additionally, the Association of
Charity Shops, which lobbies
and supports 90% of the UK'’s
charity retailers reports that the
Heart Foundation has seen soar-
ing profits since focusing on its

furniture business. Charity furniture
retail doesn’t appear to have hit the
map in Ireland just yet, so let’s get in
there first and hone our furniture
business to maximise the profits we
need to help those most in need in
our communities.

After all, the more profits our shops
can bring, the more oil we can put in
tanks and the more food we can put
on tables. That's my main motiva-
tion for my role of Regional Shops’
Coordinator with St Vincent de Paul.
I hope you will join me in making our
shops the best we can for the com-
munities we serve.

Beni Benstead
Regional Shops’ Coordinator

Beni can be contacted on 07540
687441 or
beni.benstead@svpni.co.uk



Christmas 2009 once more saw a
monumental effort take place
across the Northern Region as
members strove to make the
festive season that little bit easier
for those in need. From the
Family Appeal to Giving Trees, to
church door collections and street
collections, our Society was
prevalent in making what is a
traditionally uncomfortable

period for those below the poverty
line into what Christmas is all
about ... ‘the most wonderful
time of the year'.

Friday 27th November saw the
launch of the Family Appeal
between our Society and our friends
the Salvation Army, supported by
BBC NI, and a very successful
campaign it proved to be. The main
foyer in Broadcasting House saw
BBC's Mark Adair (with the help of
the Holy Family choir) launch this
year’s appeal and over the next two
and a half weeks, the Northern
Ireland public were asked to donate
a gift for those children less well-off,
and once again, their response was
tremendous. Collection centres all
over the region saw a multitude of
gifts donated, of all shapes and
sizes.

The numbers of people helped can't
be confirmed at this moment, but we
can tell you that over 3,000 children
were helped in the Greater Belfast
area alone.

Our collection points made a
magnificent contribution and our
sincerest thanks go to First Trust
Bank, Tescos, Open & Di-
rect,Alliance & Leicester, Co-op, Ul-
ster Property Sales, Playboard NI
and selected branches of Curves
and

Ladies Workout Express and many
other generous businesses and
organisations (too numerous to
mention but whose contributions
were immense!) but we thank you
all. The Rotary Club must also be
thanked as they oversaw a massive

Belfast Lord Mayor Naomi Long came along to support Aileen Coney and
our friends at Belfast Central Mission at the launch of the tenth Giving Tree,
whilst Aileen, along with Majors Paul & Jacqueline Wright of the Salvation
Army’s were also the grateful recipients of a huge collection of toys from the
PSNI at their Knock Headquarters




Family Appeal Co-ordinator John McDonald (left) and Captain Colin Hylton-Jones of the Salvation Army (right)
pictured with students from Our Lady & St Patrick’s College Knock who came along to the Family Appeal sorting
centre in Belfast to help pack toys.

collection among all their members
which helped our appeal immensely.

Our Giving Tree campaign in Marks &
Spencer Belfast saw 1,440 gifts
donated to needy children and this,
alongside the other smaller Giving
Trees all over the North saw a
massive influx of donations and good-
will which truly helped our cause. The
Giving Tree celebrated 10 years in
existence and we, with our partners in
BCM, have seen this rather unique
appeal grow from strength to strength
with each passing year.

Thanks to the continuing support of
the Northern Ireland public, our
members were able to provide toys,
food and other essential assistance to
families and individuals in need
throughout Northern Ireland in the run
up to Christmas.

Without your generosity, thousands
of children would have gone
without a toy; pensioners without a
hot meal; families without a hamper
and many without heating or the
means to cook a meal.

During SVP Week (6th-13th
December), special collections
were taken up at Masses in every
parish and 25,000 copies of our
annual report were distributed.
Conferences also generated
income through the sale of
Christmas cards and other novel
fundraising events.

Television and radio adverts helped
to put the Society’s message out
there and our Belfast City Centre
Street Collection raised just under
£6,000, and we would like to thank
the brave souls who gave up their
Christmas shopping and valuable

time to brave sub-zero
temperatures and help out.

A special mention must be given to
the countless schools and colleges
throughout the northern region who
made up hundreds of hampers for
the benefit of others.

Christmas can be a period of dread
for many families living below the
poverty line here in the northern
region, as the worsening financial
climate makes it increasingly
harder not only to put food on the
table but toys under a tree.
Through the generosity of the
public and the mammoth effort
undertaken by our members at this
time every year, it really can be “the
most wonderful time of the year”.

Well done to you all!



Changes & Challenges
Annual Members Meeting 2009

The SVP's Annual General
Meeting heard speakers reflect
on the need for change within
the Society and the challenges
this would have for the all those
involved.

The one day event was held in the
Balmoral Hotel in Belfast on
Friday 9th October 2009 and was
attended by almost 200 people.
After registration and coffee
opening prayers were said by Fr
Perry Gildea of the Vincentian
Community and followed by an
opening address by northern
regional president Cormac Wilson.

Ouir first guest speaker was
Seamus Murray who gave an
informative talk on the impact of
the new Charities Legislation in
NI. In particular he spoke about
the need to become registered
with the Commission; how to get
permission for public collections;
the need to keep an up-to-date
and accurate list of all our assets;
the importance of getting Annual
Reports in on time and
accountability issues.

This was followed by a questions
and answers session where
Seamus and a colleague took
questions from the floor.
Questions included the definition
of a public collection; permit
requirements and accountancy
thresholds.

National SVP President Mairéad
Bushnell gave an emotive speech
on the "Changes and
Challenges" facing everyone in
the Society. She urged members
to re-commit themselves to our
founder's Christian ethos when
identifying and helping people in
need.

Mairead championed the role of
young members and the vibrancy
and enthusiasm they can bring to
decision making.

She especially cautioned against
being judgemental and reminded
everyone that we should share
our ideas and resources to
ensure that every penny donated
reaches those most in need
without discrimination.

Next up was the new northern
region Twinning Officer Peter
McMahon who gave an
impassioned talk about the plight
of our twinned cousins in Ghana
and how every donation sent to
Africa was being spent.

In Ghana, over £25k of your
money has helped build a rice
mill in Bauka; a mango plantation
in Kordiabe and a Day Centre in
Tema. Half of all donations are
placed in a special fund which in

turn goes to help projects in
other countries in Africa which
are twinned with the 12 other
regions in Ireland that are
struggling to meet demand.

After a buffet lunch and comfort
break Chris Quinn from St
Anthony Queens University
conference delivered a light-
hearted and refreshing talk on
his experiences working in the
SVP.

He talked about his time in St
Patrick's College Youth
conference and how they had
surpassed all expectations
during the annual hamper
appeals and also of fond
memories visiting the elderly in
local nursing homes.

STV

SOCIETY O
=

Northern Region
=,
e

.



St Columba’s Conference Omagh members Carmel Coyle and
Betty Baxter either side of St Bronagh Rostrevor's Pat Ahearne.
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Youth is the lifeblood of the a draw for tickets to the 2010 _
Society and he urged senior World Cup at £1 each - and T

Conferences to welcome young appealed for the Society's help in Brendan Prior of St Therese Belfast with
members as there is a lot they raising the remainder through Eithne Rogers of St Patrick Derriaghy
have to offer. sponsoring a room, buy a brick

and other novel fundraising
At Queen's he will be helping to events.
provide 'tutoring' to disadvantaged
children referred by local Next, regional president Cormac
Conferences in the area and is Wilson gave a short address and
looking forward to delivering this thanked all the previous speakers
vital work in the future. and contributors before the Open
Forum session were members
After group discussion and a had the opportunity to ask the
coffee break Pat McCann took to panel questions.
the stage to deliver the ambitious o
plans for the rebuilding of Clare The forum was followed by ﬂ
hnell.

Lodge Holiday Home and prayers and a short break before

replacing it with the 'Newcastle Mass was celebrated by Bishop

Care Centre' at a cost of around Anthony Farquhar who was

£2.5m. assisted by Fr Perry Gildea at
5:30pm.

The new multi-purpose centre will

be opened all year round to a “Changes & Challenges” brought

range of groups and the general together 200 members from all

public with state of the art rooms over the northern region, and as

and facilities including a 120 well as discussing the above

seater conference centre, which affect our Society today, it

underground parking, business also helped to promote a

units and a cafe. togetherness for our members—a
strengthening of resolve to face

Pat unveiled fundraising plans an uncertain year ahead for many

which were in the pipeline such as of those we help.

A few more happy Vincentians



Below are details of our “Sponsor A
Room” scheme in the new Clare
Lodge. As you can see some
Vincentians are already helping
out...

Sponsor A Room

22 Twin Bedrooms
Construction cost per room:

£29,810.00
Fit out cost: £3,500.00
Sponsorship: £33,310.00

4 Family Rooms
Construction cost per room:

£37,940.00
Fit out cost: £4,250.00
Total: £42,190.00
2 Lounges
Construction cost per lounge:
Clare Lodge fundraiser Pat McCann is pictured presenting a thank you ) £71,815.00
certificate to John Mooney of the Ormeau Road Shop who have kindly Fit out cost: £11,000.00
sponsored a suite in the new Clare Lodge. Also pictured are Tony McAllister, Total: £82,815.00
John & Mary McCarney, Bernard Murray and Ciara McCarney. Pat is also o
pictured below presenting another certificate to Peter Gilmore and Donagh Dining Room
O'Neill of St Gerard’s Conference in North Belfast who have also kindly Construction cost: £134,145.00
sponsored a suite. Fit out cost: £16,000.00
Total: £150,145.00
Kitchen
Construction cost: £131,395.00
Fit out cost: £14,000.00
Total: £145,395.00
Laundry
Construction cost: £19,115.00
Fit out cost: £2,000.00
Total: £21,115.00
Reception:
Construction cost: £60,975.00
Fit out cost: £14,000.00
Total: £74,975.00

2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa

2 Tickets (9th June to 16th June)
Return Flights to Johannesburg
Accommodation in 4 Star Avallon Hotel, Centurion
£1000 Spending Money
2 Tickets to England v USA

Cost : £1 per ballot




Help Saint Vincent de Paul rebuild Clare Lodge
in Newcastle by ‘buying a brick” for £10/£20

Call the Buy a Brick Hotline now on
028 9128 0160 to donate.

WINNERS OF
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

1.Catherine McLeigh
107e Ballynoe Road
Downpatrick
2. Mr & Mrs Fred McLoughlin
110 Ballynoe Road
Downpatrick

v ¥ 3. D Whirter .-
t mre Rathcoole
Lot Newtownabbey

For ower 30 years the Stvincent de Paul Clare Lodge in Newcastle has benefitted thousands
of people in need from all communities acress Northern ireland. Unfortunately, because
the lodge is now in a state of disrepair, it will have to close.

Please don't let this happen...

The 51 Vincent de Paul has launched a massive fundraising campaign to raise three million
pownds in one year to rebuild Clare Lodge into a modern multipurpose centre. Our plan &
ambitious and we have a long way 1o go but with your help we are confident that we can
reach our fundraising goat,

.|I||:'I'-.-' al S1. Vincent de P
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YOUTH DAY 2009 —
Our Best Yet

John McDonald

Almost 200 young Vincentians from
all over the northern region met in
the Balmoral Hotel, Belfast on
Friday 23rd October 2009 for the
Annual Youth Members' Day.

196 Youth members from ten
schools and colleges, accompanied
by teachers and senior Vincentians,
celebrated a day of reflection and
planning during one of the largest
gatherings of young Vincentians for
many years.

Catching up with old acquaintances
and making some new friends were
the order of the day. After a bout of
'table-finding', soon it was down to
business with Regional Youth
President Michael Gormley and
Regional President Cormac Wilson
welcoming all in their introductory
speeches.

Ivan Croft from Corrymeela got the
crowd well and truly limbered up
with participants making up, among
other things, a 196-strong human
circle with some very amusing
results.

Chris Quinn, president of St
Anthony's conference at Queen's
University, spoke about Camp
Vincent which took place in
Corrymeela in June. A wonderful
weekend was enjoyed by all and
the blazing sunshine and activities
helped to chill out those who
attended - the perfect answer to the
stresses of end of term exams.

Various schools and colleges then
made inspiring presentations on the
work they carry out in the
community, including Afterschool
Clubs, visiting Nursing Homes,
helping with Homework in local
primary schools, Bag Packing at
supermarkets, making up
Christmas Hampers and all sorts of
other innovative Fundraising
activities. Itis very clear that the
future of the Society is indeed, in
extremely safe hands.



A lovely lunch was prepared by the
Balmoral staff and with full
tummy's we settled back for a very
informative afternoon session.
Then it was my turn to take to therI
stage to talk about The Web and
Us. | gave a brief description of the

ner andithat
ive prizes,
gh standara of their

0

youth through the MiIIeniurp-’,#h 3
Volunteers.

Linda Savage of the Training &
Development Committee then
gave young Vincentians an update
on our Twinning with Ghana and
the various projects which have
benefited from money sent over
from Northern Ireland. She then
gave a quick "Do's and Don'ts" in
relation to visitation, and whilst
Linda tried to make it as amusing
and light-hearted as possible, the
serious content of her talk was not
lost on the young Vincentians
present.

Regional President Cormac Wilson
rounded off the afternoon by
leaving the crowd in no doubt as to
how precious youth is to the
Society, and that it is absolutely
essential for the future of the
Society that their views, input,
enthusiasm and energy be em-
braced and properly channelled.

Closing prayers brought to an end
what was a very inspirational day
enjoyed by students, teachers and
senior Vincentians alike.

Our Lady’s College Knock

The boys from St Mary’s CBS Glen Road in Belfast

St Colman’s College Newry



St Mary’s Conference Portstewart
One Hundred Years Old!

On the 26th September 2009 the St
Mary’'s Star of the Sea Conference
in Portstewart was a hundred years
old. It was first established on
“Chagera Sunday”, the 26th
September 1909 at the “Tin
Chapel” on Heathmount.

A large hardback book containing a
very interesting record in perfect
copperplate handwriting, of the very
first meeting and subsequent
meetings for the following forty
years, is still in existence.

According to this record, Fr Patrick
O’Rafferty was Spiritual Director,
R.A.C. Montague was President;
Peter Doherty, Vice-President;
John Harvey, secretary and Eddie
McCafferty, treasurer.

Other early members were Michael
Breslin, Eddie Doherty, George
Gilloway, Joseph Kelly and Joseph
Shiels. On that very first Sunday
people gave generously and the
collection was nine shillings and ten
pence (about 48p); in October it
had dropped to six shillings and
nine pence (33p) and in November
it was one shillings and eight pence
(8p). By 1946 it had risen to six
pounds, three shillings and eleven
pence (£6.19). On a typical week-
end in 2009 the SVP collection
raises approximately £160.

At present there are fourteen SVP
members in the parish with Donal
Henry as President, Raymond
French the Treasurer and Teresa
Dolan the Secretary. The
Portstewart Conference is a
visitation Conference and its
members make approximately 100
visitations per year.

They visit a wide variety of people
from young families to the elderly in
their homes, providing company
and referring people to appropriate
agencies if they are in need of
advice. They also fulfil many
requests for help with heat, light,
fuel, food and furniture and may
sometimes provide transport where
necessary.

i

Senior parishioners enjoyed a Christmas dinner sponsored by the St
Mary’s Star of the Sea Conference. It was held in the Golf Club and was a

most enjoyable function.

On a lighter note, they finance
outings and bus trips, a Christmas
meal and the occasional trip to the
theatre for the elderly. The October
Club also runs courtesy of the SVP.
The Conference has a twin in Ghana
and some money goes there to help
the poor. If there is any money to
spare, it goes to the Sharing Fund,
where less well-off Conferences can
use this money.

BF—

In the words of a member: "We don’t
always find the poor, so vigilance is
needed. Itis important for people to
look out for others who may need
help and to refer them to us. We are
merely the bearers of people’s
kindness. We are really grateful to
Portstewart parishioners for their
generous response to our
collections, our annual Christmas
collection and our clothing drive.
Our Society is one of the biggest lay

societies in the Church and it is
open to men and women, so |
would appeal for new members,
especially younger people to deal
with the problems affecting young
families in the parish. In terms of
commitment, one to two hours per
week would be required and there
is a meeting every second Sunday
after eleven o’clock Mass. Training
in visitation and Child protection is
provided”.

He continued, “You never know
what’s around the corner, so |
joined the SVP a good many years
ago to help quietly. | get great
satisfaction out of serving the poor
for the love of God and | see this
work as faith in action. We in the
SVP are privileged to speak for he
poor and, with the help of new
members, long may the SVP reign
in Portstewart”.



ELECTIONS IN
GHANA

Following the recent elections in
Ghana for a new National
President, Frank Vittor has been
formally elected. | have been in
communication with him to offer
him our Region’s congratulations
and best wishes. Frank is
already familiar to us from his
twinning role in Ghana and has
been a great support to our
twinning efforts in Ghana.

As a result of this he has now
appointed a new National
Twinning Co-ordinator to his
Board from the New Year. |
have just received his details and
written to him to both welcome
him and introduce myself to him.
His name is Mr. Robert Appau
and is also currently the Deanery
President of Tema-Battor
Deanery Council of the Society
of St. Vincent De Paul in Ghana.
It is very much expected he will
help us to make twinning even
better.......... watch this space!

N.I. AREA TWINNING
OFFICERS

As twinning has taken a greater
prominence in our region during
2009, | have been receiving
details of more new Area
Twinning Officers and those who
did not attend through 2009 but
who | am advised are now
coming back on board. The
Area Twinning Officers are vital
to assist local Conferences and
communicate twinning
information at their Area
Councils when relevant. These
are the remaining Area Councils
we are unsure of at the time of
writing:

-East Antrim

-East Tyrone

-St Martin’s

-East Down

-Strabane

-Fermanagh
-North Belfast (currently under
review by Area President)

| attended a Regional Council
meeting on 24/11/09 and the
Area Presidents are trying to

address getting new Area
Twinning Officers for the next
Area Twinning Officer meeting to
be held at the end of February
and their assistance has been
very much appreciated to date.
If there are any further updates
for any of the above Area
Councils, please let Frances
know in our Regional Office or
contact me directly.

LEVIES & FURTHER
INFORMATION

In the last Vincentian News |
gave you all the up-to-date
Project information. As this has
not changed since December |
just want to urge everyone to
remember to send in their 2%
Overseas Support Levies with
your Annual Returns before the
end of February and feel free to
send more if you can afford to,
as 2% is the minimum. Finally
don’t forget, you can see more
information on Twinning on our
corporate website at
www.svp-ni.org. Thank you.

Peter McMahon

Annual Reporting 2010

The following returns procedure
and timetable has been
implemented, which must be
strictly adhered to in order to meet
statutory obligations and the
deadline of 26th February 2010.

Week commencing 25 Jan 2010
Report packs despatched to
Conferences.

Week commencing 22 Feb 2010
Area Presidents to gather up
Conference reports

Week commencing 26 Feb 2010
Area Presidents to inform regional
office of reports received

26 February 2010
Deadline for Tier 2 and Tier 3
reports

Week commencing 1 March 2010
Area Presidents to chase up any
outstanding reports

Week commencing 8 March 2010
Finance team to contact outstanding
Conferences

Week commencing 22 March 2010
Outstanding Conferences to expect
site visit.

31 March 2010
Deadline for Tier 1 reports

All Tier 1 and Tier 2 Conferences
must complete and return their
report BEFORE handing over
financial documents to an
independent Examiner, Auditor or
Accountant. These supporting
audits can follow later. There can
be no exceptions to this rule.

It is vitally important that you
inform your Area President, at
an early stage, if you are
experiencing any difficulties
completing your report.

/ﬂé{}-m-su;{. A /’-ﬁ"*"fj"
i

—




CHRISTMAS PARTY IN Dunsford

Paul Logue recently got in touch
to tell us that Santa Claus
himself visited East Down when
St Mary’s Conference Dunsford
held a Children’s Party in
Bishopscourt Community Centre
on Sat 28th November. Paul
takes up the story . . .

“The party was attended by over
forty families and seventy
children. It started with Jonny’s

magic show and after the party bags
and drinks, Santa arrived. Each child
got their photos taken with Santa in
his grotto along with a free gift. We
also had a free draw for the parents
for a hamper and two twenty pound

Heaton's vouchers. After the
bouncy castle and disco the party
ended with seventy very tired and
happy children helping four
exhausted Vincentians and parents
to tidy up”.

OMAGH SALE A GREAT SUCCESS

The hard-working St Columba’s
Conference in Omagh recently got in
touch with photos of their “Sale of
Work”. As you can see the place was
absolutely packed with eager
bargain-hunters and the proceeds
raised helped the Conference with
some much-needed cash as the
Christmas season approached.

The Sale was a great success and
many bargains were to be found. The
Conference would like to thank all
those who supported them at the
Sale.




Magherafelt’'s ~ew centre

Wednesday 18th November saw
the opening of a new addition to
community life in Magherafelt. A
brand new purpose built centre
was officially opened to benefit
the public in the mid-Ulster town.

It is hoped that the new centre
will host education classes, and
provide conference facilities to
interested groups.

This brand new facility is a
testament to the hard work of
members in the St Parick’s
Conference in Magherafelt.
Pictured are (back row) Sean
Campbell, Donal Henry and Ben
Quinn of the Regional Council
and (front row) Aileen Coney,
Regional Administrator,
Fionnuala McLarnon, St Patrick’s
Conference President, and
Peggy McLarnon, Mid Ulster
Area President.

Playboard

SHOW THE WAY

Playboard NI have been a long-
term supporter of our Family
Appeal with the Salvation Army
and every year the Appeal
benefits from their collection of
toys. However, Playboard NI do
it a little different from our other
collection points in that they
prefer to draw the logo onto their
window rather than use the
normal poster.

The large scale logo is known to
stop traffic on the York Road in
Belfast every December and it
certainly generates a lot of
publicity for our Appeal.

We would like to thank
Jacqueline and Mairead and the
rest of the team there for their
support over the years. The
photo shows St Patrick’s
Conference member Geraldine
Faulkner (left) receiving gifts
from Jacqueline O’Loughlin of
Playboard NI during the Appeal.

SANTA STIG
DROPS IN
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The streets of downtown
Belfast stopped as Santa
Claus, leaving the reindeers at
home, took to his motorbike

and led a convoy of bikers to
deliver toys to the Family
Appeal.

SVP’s John McDonald and
Salvation Army’s Captain
Lorraine Kinnear were on hand
to receive the toys from Santa
and his fellow bikers from
Fireblade Ministeries, christian
bikers who are long-term
donors to the Family Appeal.




Gordons Chemists Help Out Again

For the third year in succession, the
Society has received wonderful
support from one of Northern Ireland’s
leading brand names. The photo
shows Neil Gordon (right) handing
over a cheque for £1,000 to Regional
President Cormac Wilson which,
together with returns from

collection boxes in their chain of
shops in Northern Ireland, resulted in
a total donation to the Society of
£1,504. Neil and his brother Robert
Gordon are the power behind
Gordon’s Chemist’'s phenomenal
success and remain committed to
social responsibility within the
community.

It took hard work, ambition and single-
minded determination to grow a sole
pharmacy into a familiar and trusted
name on practically every high street
in Northern Ireland, a name
synonymous with value and
innovation. But unlike many, the
brothers never lost their sense of
responsibility to the community they
served, particularly the less-fortunate
within that community.

Theirs has been a generous and
giving hand to many charities in
Northern Ireland. Over the past three
years in which they have contributed
some £7,000 to the Society, Robert
and Neil have identified the Society of
St Vincent de Paul as a really
worthwhile vehicle for helping the
poor. Neil commented, “So much of
the support given is by volunteers
thus keeping overheads to the
minimum and ensuring that almost all
of their contribution goes directly to
the poor”.

He went on, “Robert and | are very
much aware in these recessionary
times how many have been caught in
the poverty trap. We are particularly
aware of how poverty affects their
children and of how essential is the
food, clothing and heating and other
help provided by the Society.

Maybe in the overall picture of the
huge generosity of the public to the
Society, our contribution is relatively
small but we hope to give a lead to

the business community that even in
very difficult times we must still be
prepared to set aside a percentage
of our profits to help the many less
fortunate, in particular, the children
whose plight has been so well
highlighted by many campaigns and
by such organisations as Save The
Children”.

Cormac Wilson, in receiving the
cheque and returns from the
collection boxes, thanked Neil and
Robert for their significant help and
in particular for their example to
other businesses. He stressed it
was important for members of the
Society to try and source businesses
within their own communities for
never was the need greater for

financial support after the huge
demands made on the Society’s
funds as a result of the severe
winter.

Finally a word of thanks to
Geraldine Magill who co-
ordinated the placing and return
of all the collection boxes.

Paddy Donnelly

Vincentian News

Please send all articles and
photographs to Regional Office,
196-200 Antrim Road, Belfast
BT15 2AJ or email them to us at
info@svpni.co.uk. All of your
contributions are welcome.

Closing date for ANNUAL REPORTS is FRIDAY 26th FEBR UARY




