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VINCENTIAN NEWS 

NORTHER REGION’S SUCCESSFUL 
ANNUAL MEMBERS DAY 

The Northern Region held its Annual Members Day in 
Belfast on 22nd October 2010.  Pictured above are (l-r) 

Peter McVeigh, Linda Savage,  
 

See Pages 4-5 
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100th 
issue 



As the 350th anniversary year of 
the deaths of St. Vincent De 
Paul and St Louise de Marillac 
closed at the end of September 
special celebrations were held 
in many parts of the world.  Not 
least was a special mass in St. 
Peter’s in Rome honouring 
these two great Saintly Apostles 
of charity.  It would be a pity if 
the marking of this anniversary 
of their deaths were only or  
simply a commemoration.   
 
St Vincent and St. Louise were 
above all activists concerned 
with addressing the real needs 
of the poor.  The most fitting 
way to honour their memory is 
to allow ourselves to be inspired 
by their concern and zeal in 
finding solutions to the never 
ending issues of poverty.  While 
truly activists – one remembers 
St. Vincent’s assertion that love 
must be not merely affective but 
effective – the source of their 
zeal and energy is equally  
important. 
 
Their commitment to the service 
of the poor flowed from a  
profound appreciation of the 
mystery of the Incarnation.  For 
many a spirituality based on the 
contemplation of the  
transcendence of God leads to 
a life of contemplation and  
mysticism.  This was not the  
understanding or spirituality 
which motivated Vincent and  

Fr. Perry Gildea 

The inspiration of  
Saints Vincent, Louise & Blessed Ozanam 

poor.  They frequently instructed 
their own companions and  
co-workers to see Christ in the 
face of the poor, and to treat the 
poor as “our Lords and masters”.  
This was a spirituality of profound 
respect for those who frequently 
were disregarded even despised.  
We as inheritors of the charism of 
St. Vincent, St. Louise and 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam are 
challenged by this.   Who in our  
society today are the most  
despised, reviled or disregarded?  
They should be the object of our 
special concern and love. 
 
For Vincent, Louise and Frederic 
the source of their spiritual insight 
and charitable strength was the 
daily encounter with person of 
Christ in the Eucharist and 
prayer.  For them Christ was not 
solely an inspiration and  
challenge but a personal friend 
whom they encountered in prayer 
and sacrament.  It was from this 
encounter with Christ they drew 
their inspiration and strength.  
 
This too should be the source of 
our inspiration and charitable  
energy.  Anniversaries come and 
go but the example of these great 
saints should continually  
encourage and inspire all who 
recognise the greatness of their 
special charism to the Church 
and the human family.  

Louise.  They were over-
whelmed by the appreciation of 
the real presence of the divine 
in and through the presence of 
the Son of God in our world.  It 
was also the manner of this 
presence which inspired them.  
They took to heart the injunction 
of St. Paul to the Philippians:- 
 “In your minds you must 
be the same as Christ Jesus:  
His state was divine, Yet he did 
not cling to his equality with God 
but emptied himself to assume 
the condition of a slave, and  
became as men are; and being 
as all men are, he was humbler 
yet.  Even to accepting death, 
death on a cross” (Phil. 2:5-8) 
 
They understood the continuing 
presence of the self giving and  
suffering Christ to be active and 
challenging in our world.   
Paradoxically they experienced 
this presence of Christ in two 
ways.  First as a call to a living 
discipleship of the imitation of 
Christ who proclaimed himself 
to among us as “one who 
serves”.  They were to be Christ 
to others.  In the second place 
they also had a profound under-
standing of another saying of 
Jesus “in so far as you did this 
to the least of my brothers of 
mine, you did it to me” (Mtt. 25: 
40).  They were called to love 
and serve Christ in others.  
These others were  especially 
the poor and the poorest of the 



Antrim Road 
The Antrim Road shop, based at 
the Belfast Regional Office, has 
undergone a dramatic  
transformation during 2010.  The 
shop has benefitted from an  
extensive refit including durable 
wooden flooring and slat wall as 
well as new fixtures and fittings.  
 
The furniture section includes sofa 
racks which are able to display a 
sofa on the top with two chairs  
underneath which not only makes 
for an eye-catching display but 
also saves space.  The bric-a-brac 
and clothing sections are well  
merchandised and help customers 
to more easily find what they are 
looking for and forward-hanging 
waterfall arms allow the shop team 
to better highlight branded  
garments of exceptional quality.  
The shop is already paying for  
itself with significantly increased 
shop sales, increased customer 
numbers and an improvement in 
the quality of garments being  
donated. 
 
Our conferences have always 
served the most in need people in 
our communities but as the  
recession deepens, our shops are 
increasingly meeting wider needs.  
An emerging customer base is  
evident of people who may not 
consider themselves to be  
specifically in need of SVP’s  
assistance but, finding themselves 
having less disposable income 
than they may have once had they 
come to our shops in search of a 
bargain.   
 
By continuing to improve our  
retailing expertise as well as the 
look and feel (and smell!) of our 
shops, we are creating beautiful 
environments where anyone can 
access good quality furniture and 
clothing at an affordable price – 
and without there being any stigma  

attached to the shopping  
experience. 
 

Dungannon 
A shop team that has worked hard 
to achieve this over the past  
couple of years is the Dungannon 
team, under the expert eye of 
Manager, Lisa McGahan.   
 
However, not content with  
shop-based successes, Lisa has 
taken her vision for charity retail 
out into the wider community.  On 
15 October, around 180 people 
filled The Gables restaurant-bar to 
the rafters for a Vincent’s Fashion 
Show of much-sought-after fashion 
bargains.  Almost 100 outfits from 
Miss Sixty to Dolce & Gabbana 
were paraded on the catwalk  
before being sold, including  
Irregular Choice shoes for £20 and 
Victoria Beckham jeans for £25, 
raising £1,900 for the conference.  
Many congratulations and thanks 
are due to Lisa and her team for 
the vision, energy and enthusiasm 
that made the event a success. 
 

Christmas window  
competition 
It’s almost that time of year again - 
already!  With prizes of £100, £150  
 

and £250 up for grabs, it’s time for 
the annual Vincent’s Christmas  
window competition.  Some entries 
went astray last year so ideally 
email your entry to 
shops@svpni.co.uk or if you’re 
posting hard copy to the Belfast 
Regional Office, please ensure it’s 
marked for the attention of Beni 
Benstead.  Good luck! 
 

Branded clothing 
The Regional Shops’ Fund is  
paying for a batch of branded 
clothing for shop and van team 
members.  Do get in touch if 
you’ve yet to receive an order 
form.  Blouses, shirts, polo shirts, 
tabards and fleeces – adorned with 
the SVP logo – are all available 
free of charge! 
 
I would like to wish you all the very 
best for a successful Family  
Appeal and for a peaceful festive 
break.  In the meantime, do get in 
touch if you have any shop-related 
questions or queries or if I can help 
in any way. 

Beni Benstead 
Regional Shops’ Coordinator 

 
Beni can be contacted on 07540 
687441 or 
beni.benstead@svpni.co.uk 
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Beni Benstead 



What Is our Vision? 
Annual Members Meeting 2010 
The SVP's Annual General 
Meeting heard speakers reflect 
on the need for change within 
the Society and the challenges 
this would have for the all those 
involved.  
 
 
The one day event was held in the 
Balmoral Hotel in Belfast on  
Friday 22nd October 2010 and 
was attended by almost 160 
people. After registration and 
Coffee, the opening prayers were 
said by Fr Perry Gildea , the 
Northern Region’s Spiritual 
Advisor and followed by an 
opening address by northern 
regional president Cormac Wilson.  
  
Our first guest speakers were Re-
gional Board members Ray Brady 
and Pat McCann who gave who 
gave an informative talk on the 
impact of the new Charities  
Legislation in NI, and specifically 
how it affects our finances.  Funds 
resting in accounts will be a  
particular target of the new  
legislation and Conferences were 
advised that hoarding of funds, 
whilst it goes against the rule of 
the Society, is also inherently 
wrong in this day and age of  
extreme financial hardship.  Our 
Regional Project, Clare Lodge, 
could do with help in finding the 
money needed for its total  
refurbishment, and these funds 
could be loaned to help with the 
fundraising campaign. 
 
The group discussions followed 
on the subject of finance, and 
members benefitted from  
increased time durations of the 
workshops, something which had 
been asked for out in previous 
year’s evaluation forms.  Many 
discussions took place as views 
from all across the Northern  
Region were expressed on all 
tables. 
 
A welcome tea and coffee  
followed the discussion groups 
and it was soon time for our  
 

National President President 
Mairéad Bushnell to talk.   
Mairead is a very good friend of 
the Northern region and always 
finds time in her busy schedule 
to visit our members Day, and 
her talk this year was truly  
inspirational. Mairead asked us 
to think about the theme of the  
meeting, “What Is our Vision”, 
and urged members to  
re-commit themselves to our 

of our work, and paid tribute to 
those individuals who gave so 
freely of their time in what is a 
demanding activity.  Cormac has 
paid particular attention to the 
prisons issue and hoped to  
support these members more 
fully in the near future. 
 
The assembled masses then 
retired to the Dining Room where 
a lovely lunch was provided by  

founder's Christian ethos when 
identifying and helping people in 
need.  
 
In today’s trying times, we should 
be at the forefront in champion-
ing people’s needs and helping 
those who are helpless.  She 
drew particular attention to those  
Conferences holding on to funds     
for a rainy day.  Mairead felt that 
it was absolutely pouring out 
there and now is the time for 
those Conferences to play their 
part.   
 
Cormac then took to the stage 
again to thank all of those  
connected with prison visitation, 
a particularly demanding aspect  

the hard-working staff of the  
Balmoral Hotel.   
 
Kilmegan Area Council President 
PJ McClean kicked off the  
afternoon’s proceedings with an 
impassioned plea for help with 
the fundraising campaign for 
Clare Lodge.  The vision of a 
newly-developed brand new 
Clare Lodge was one that should 
be shared by all present and PJ 
made a heartfelt plea for those 
members present to dig that little 
bit deeper to help out this  
landmark building, not only for 
ther town of Newcastle, but to 
the Society in the Northern  
Region.  The Clare Lodge cam-
paign is gathering momentum. 



A very lively group discussion 
then followed, and once again, the 
160 members expressed their 
views and ideas on the way ahead 
for the Clare Lodge campaign. 
 
The Regional Office’s John 
McDonald then gave a talk on the 
Youth within the Society.  John 
told all that there was great hope 
for the Society in the future  
because of the increasing number 
of young people ready to get  
involved with the Society, but he 
also warned against “keeping 
them at arm’s length”, instead of 
utilising their talents and efforts 
fully.  Conference Presidents have 
a particular role in welcoming 
young members into the Society. 
 
Next, regional president Cormac 
Wilson gave a short address and  

 

 

thanked all the previous speakers 
and contributors before the Open 
Forum session were members 
had the opportunity to ask the 
panel questions.  
 
The forum was followed by 
prayers and a short break before 
Mass was celebrated by Bishop 
Anthony Farquhar who was  
assisted by Fr Perry Gildea at 
5:30pm.  
 
“Changes & Challenges” brought 
together 200 members from all 
over the northern region, and as 
well as discussing the above 
which affect our Society today, it 
also helped to promote a 
togetherness for our members—a 
strengthening of resolve to face 
an uncertain year ahead for many 
of those we help. 

 

 

 



Busy Times for  
St Patrick’s  Portadown 

St Patrick’s Conference in  
Portadown got in touch to let us 
know of some of the things 
they’ve been up to recently . . . 
 
“The top photo (across) shows 
the Anniversary of 350 years 
since St Vincent’s death.  The 
photo includes our Area  
Conferences and Father Michael 
O’Dwyer was the celebrant. 
 
The two window photos is the 
entry for “Country Comes To 
Town”, for which we came  
second.  Janet Fleming and 
Heather Lutton, two of our  
customers, helped with all of the 
old items in the window. 
 
The bottom photos show our 
Senior Citizens Outing on 18th 
August.  We went to Newcastle 
and then on to Hilltown for our 
evening meal and dance”. 
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Sean was until his funeral, the size 
of which has never been seen in the 
parish  
before.  
 
Sean along with Billy will always be 
part of our Society and we just hope 
that we can come somewhere near 
to there standards.  
 
Sean Doherty, Friend and Brother 
rest in peace. 

Sean Doherty joined our St. Vincent de 
Paul Society just over 6 years ago. 
Sean did not volunteer himself but was 
asked by other members to join us  
because he was just the kind of person 
that is needed in our society. When he 
was asked to join their was no  
hesitation he was so pleased that we 
thought he was good enough to  
become a member.                                      
 
Sean had a caring nature and was 
aware what was happening in the  
parish and very honest in his opinion 
on what type of help or not was 
needed. 
 
Sean took to the SVP straight away, 
loved what it done and what it stood 
for, he was not a man for the limelight 
but did his work quietly in the back-
ground, he was just happy to know that 
he has helped in some way. 
 
Very seldom did Sean miss a meeting 
ether with his local conference or the  

Sean Doherty  
St Aidan’s Magilligan  

area meetings. Sean moved up the 
ranks very quickly and became  
treasurer 2 years after joining,  
everything was always done so   
exact and proper just the way Sean 
lived his own personal life. 

Sean’s death came as a massive 
shock to the parish as well as to us 
his friends in St Aidans SVP, or   
happening just less than 2 years 
since the death of our friend and 
brother Billy Boylan, And at such a 
young age. 

 
Large conferences would find it hard 
to replace good people like Billy and 
Sean but we will find it near  
impossible. 
 
People always say good things 
about those who have died but with 
a hand on heart we can all say Sean 
Doherty was a good man, he worked 
hard, had a great faith in God, loved 
his church, community and above all 
his family who always came first. 
 
No one really knew how popular  

personality and her presence at our 
meetings. 
 
Our loss, though great can be    
nothing compared to the loss       
suffered by her two lovely daughters 
– Anna and Rachel and her family 
circle to whom we extend deepest 
sympathy.  May she rest in peace. 

The members of St Bernadette’s  
Conference were greatly saddened at 
the death of their much-loved former 
treasurer – Maria  Stewart, on 24th July. 
 
She joined the Society in 2001 and it 
was not long before we availed of her 
talents to take on the role of Treasurer 
– a position she filled with great  
accuracy and efficiency.  She had the 
figures at her finger tips.  The Annual 
Reports presented no problem! 
 
Maria had other qualities much needed 
in volunteers to the Society.  She was 
able to evaluate a case and assess the 
needs of the applicant, and make  
constructive suggestions as to how we 
should proceed in their best interests 
whilst respecting their dignity and  
personal position.  She was always 
willing to go out on a visit and to get 
involved in the various seasonal  

Maria Stewart  
St Bernadette’s Belfast  

activities so integral to the Society – 
summer outings, Christmas lunch, 
family appeal, hampers, etc. 
 
Even when first struck by illness, 
Maria came back and took up where 
she left off.  She was positive and 
cheerful and lived life to the full.  We 
will miss her skill and ability, her  
caring nature, her outgoing  



188 young Vincentians from all 
over the northern region met in the 
Balmoral Hotel, Belfast on  
Friday 5th November 2010 for the 
Annual Youth Members' Day.  
 
These young Vincentians,  
accompanied by teachers and  
senior Vincentians, celebrated a 
day of fun, learning, reflection and 
planning during one of the largest 
gatherings of young Vincentians for 
many years.  
 
Catching up with old acquaintances 
and making some new friends were 
the order of the day. After a bout of 
'table-finding', soon it was down to 
business with outgoing Regional 
Youth President Michael Gormley, 
incoming Regional Youth President 
Brendan McKernan and Linda 
Savage of the Regional Board  
welcoming all in their introductory 
speeches. 
 
Emma and Tracey from the  
Corrymeela Community in  
Ballycastle got the crowd well and 
truly limbered up with the  
participants enjoying various warm-
up exercises, meeting and greeting, 
and even impersonating various 
animals during the course of the 
duo’s session.  The Hotel echoed 
to the sounds of laughter with a 
makeshift race to the stage using 
paper and a little ingenuity!  
 
The morning was then given over 
to those schools and colleges  
making presentations either on 
powerpoint or the display boards.  
The content of the presentations 
were fabulous and the activities of 
these young Vincentians never 
cease to impress and we thank St 
Malachy’s College Belfast, St 
Columbanus’ College Bangor,  
Dominican College Fortwilliam, St 
Patrick’s High School Keady, St 
Catherine’s College Armagh and 
Our Lady & St Patrick’s College in 
Knock for their inspiring and most 
informative presentations. 
 

YOUTH DAY 2010 
Balmoral Hotel, Belfast � �� 	�� �� 	�� �� 	�� �� 	� ����

John McDonald 



communications and it is hoped 
that the students will use this  as 
an extended discussion group, 
both socially and exchanging their 
ideas, not only with Regional  
Office, but themselves.  I urged  
those present to inform not only 
the public but each other of what 
their school or college conference 
gets up to. It is also a great way to 
meet new friends, maintain  
existing friendships, and to keep 
the flow of advice, experiences 
and information between youth 
conferences and members  
on-going.  Our Youth Newsletter 
was also flagged up as a useful 
tool of communication and all  
students were urged to contribute 
to both. 
 
Brendan McKernan backed up 
John’s sentiments of Facebook 
and he urged the young  
Vincentians to establish discussion 
groups through the medium, as it 
was clear that youth members are 
a well of talent and ideas.  So  
inspiring were the presentations 
that Brendan announced that, after 
a lengthy discussion it was agreed 
that no one school was a winner of 
the schools competition and that 
ALL schools would receive prizes, 
such was the high standard.  
 
Linda Savage of the Training & 
Development Committee then 
gave young Vincentians a “Do’s 
and Don’t s talk in relation to  
visitation, and whilst Linda tried to 
make it as amusing and light-
hearted as possible, the serious 
content of her talk was not lost on 
the young Vincentians present. 
 
Brendan then welcomed Fr  
Raymond McCullough, Chaplain of 
University of Ulster at Coleraine to 
lead us in closing prayers.  Fr  
Raymond asked us not to lose  
focus on our work and urged all 
present to keep in touch with each 
other.  Fr Raymond’s closing 
prayers brought to an end what 
was a very inspirational day  
enjoyed by students, teachers and 
senior Vincentians alike.  St Colman’s College Newry 

Edmund Rice CBS Hightown 

St Patrick’s High School Keady 

St Gemma’s High School Belfast 

The boys from St Mary’s CBS Glen Road in Belfast 

The presentations focussed on the 
work they carry out in the  
community, including Afterschool 
Clubs, visiting Nursing Homes, 
helping with Homework in local  
primary schools, Bag Packing at 
supermarkets, making up  
Christmas Hampers and all sorts 
of other innovative Fundraising  
activities.  It is very clear that the 
future of the Society is indeed, in 
extremely safe hands. 
 
Regional President Cormac Wilson 
then paid tribute to Michael Gorm-
ley for all his efforts in advancing 
and promoting youth over his ten-
ure as Regional President.  Mi-
chael was commended by both the 
Regional Council and Board for his 
hard-work and Cormac wished him 
well in the future.  He also wel-
comed Brendan Mcketrnan to the 
role and felt that the perfect man 
was now in place to lead our youth 
membership into  anew era.  
 
Cormac also left the students in no 
doubt as to how precious youth is 
to the Society, and that it is abso-
lutely essential for the future of the  
Society that their views, input,  
enthusiasm and energy be em-
braced and properly channelled. 
 
The students were then given a 
chance to put forward their ideas 
for the future and what they 
wanted to see at future Youth 
Days.  There were great  
discussions at all tables as many 
innovative thoughts were aired and 
the Society’s Training &  
Development Committee have a 
lot to be going on with! 
 
A lovely lunch was prepared by the 
Balmoral staff and with full 
tummy's we settled back for a very 
informative afternoon session.  
Then it was my turn to take to the 
stage to talk about the various 
tools of communication open to the 
students both in contacting us at 
Regional Office and indeed,  
keeping in contact with each other.   
 
Our new Facebook page is proving 
a very popular addition to our  
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St Bernadette’s Visit to  
 Parliament Buildings  Saint Bernadette’s Conference 

and senior citizens from the local 
community enjoyed an  
educational and social visit to 
Parliament Buildings in June. 
We were welcome to the Great 
Hall by Pauline from the  events 
office who outlined the historical 
background of the buildings as 
well as giving a detailed account 
of architectural features, materi-
als used and various artistic 
works in evidence.   
 
We then proceeded to the  
Senate Chamber where we  
appreciated the notable works of 
art on display, the rich  
furnishings and impressive  
structure of this room. 
 
After this we were refreshed by a 
very welcome afternoon tea in 
the Long Gallery on the first 
floor, whilst we enjoyed the view 
from the windows down the mile 
long avenue to the gates. 
Our next port of call via the  
Highwayman coach was  
Newcastle, where, thankfully, the 
sun appeared, thus enabling us 
to have a refreshing walk along 
the upgraded seafront, where we 
worked up an appetite for our 
evening meal in the Burrendale 
Hotel.   A varied main course 
catered for all tastes and was 
followed by a most delicious trio 
of mini desserts. 

Saint Bernadette’s Conference 
are most grateful to The Big  
Lottery Fund for making a  
generous donation towards the 
cost of this outing and to the 
cross-community Christmas 
lunch last December.  This was a 
most successful event when 
eighty-eight senior citizens were 
catered for.  We were very  
appreciative of the musical  
entertainment provided by the 
choir of St Joseph’s College on 
the Ravenhill Road, which 
treated us to a very lively  
rendition of seasonal music, led 
by their teachers Mrs McCauley 
and Mrs McClean.  Great credit 
is due to them and the staff. 
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Coleraine’s OUTING TO DONEGAL 

 St Johns Conference in Coleraine held their Annual Senior Citizens Outing recently, travelling to 
Glenveagh Castle in Co Donegal followed  by some retail therapy in Derry.  The evening finished with 

a lovely meal and entertainment at the Drummond Hotel in Ballykelly. A great time was had by all. 

Holy Cross Lisnaskea’s 
 Pilgrimage to Knock  Fermanagh Area Council 

President Brendan 
Hueston recently got in 
touch to tell us of a very  
successful pilgrimage to 
Knock, organised by the 
Holy Cross Conference 
of Lisnaskea & Maguires-
bridge. 
 
A coach load of forty 
made the trip to the 
Shrine on Saturday 4th 
September and all who 
attended really enjoyed 
the outing. 
 
 





Yes, it’s true.  We’ve finally 
reached our 100th issue, having 
started out from very humble 
beginnings back in June 1989, 
here we are in November 2010, 
over 21 years later.  During that 
time the Vincentian News has 
developed into the voice of the 
Northern Region, and whilst its 
appearance may have changed, 
it has reported on EVERY facet 
of the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul in EVERY area of our 
Northern Region over those 21 
years.   
 
It is the magazine for our  
members, but it has been known 
to reach the shores also of our 
Societies in Australia, New  
Zealand, Canada, United States 
of America and Israel to name 
just a few.  We have thoroughly 
enjoyed putting it together for 
you, and we pride ourselves on 
reporting on EVERYTHING 
within our region, from the funny 
to the serious, from the informa-
tive to the sublime, and we can’t 
wait for the next 21 years! 
 
We reproduce some articles from 
the very first Vincentian News 
from that balmy summer of 
1989 . . . 
 
Launch of Give As You 
Earn 
 
On Sunday 7th May the Society 
launched the new “tax efficient” 
Give As You Earn Scheme in 
Belfast along with a promotional 
video.  Due mainly to the  
abolition of the Grants System 
last April the Society has been 
inundated with requests for basic 
household items, things which 
grants used to be available for. 
 
Now we feel that by promoting 
this new scheme whereby  
people can give an agreed 
amount from their pay-packet, 
we can raise the much-needed 
funds to help relieve our work-
load.  Since the launch last 
month thousands of leaflets have 
been distributed throughout the 
Northern Region. 
 
 
 

Belfast Annual General 
Meeting 
 
Over 100 members from the  
Belfast District attended their 
AGM in St Joseph’s Deaf Centre, 
Grosvenor Road on Sunday 4th 
June 1989.  Our Regional  
President, Miss Rita Mannion 
opened the meeting by stressing 
the importance of members’ 
commitment and asking for a 
more positive approach in our 
attempts to combat poverty. 
 
Board member, Mr Ruaidhri  
Higgins, then gave a  
comprehensive appraisal of  
poverty and the Society’s  
response to it.  The meeting  
divided into workshops and one 
of the main points to arise was 
members agreeing that the  
Society should play a major role 
in lobbying Government and 
Statutory bodies on behalf of 
those we help. 
 
Mr Richard Davison, Regional 
Voce-President for Belfast, who 
chaired the meeting, asked 
members to promote the Give As 
You Earn Scheme.  This novel 
means of fundraising is tax-
efficient and if enough effort is 
put into promoting it, the Society 
will be in a much better position 
financially to continue to carry 
out its always increasing  
workload.  The meeting  
concluded with the celebration of 
Mass by the Very Rev. Canon 

Loan Sharks 
 
It has been brought to our  
attention by the Trading  
Standards branch of the Dept of 
Economic Development that a 
number of so-called “Loan 
Sharks” operating in Northern 
Ireland may not be in a position 
to bring a Debtor to court, as 
their documentation (i.e. Loan 
agreements) would not stand up 
in a court of law. 
 
Any Conference therefore, which 
comes across a case involving a 
Loan Shark should pass all  
details onto the Regional Office 
immediately.  Trading Standards 
branch will be informed and the 
identity of the person concerned 
will remain strictly confidential. 
 
Summer Guest House 
Available 
 
The owner of a Guest House in 
Portstewart has offered the  
Society holidays at a reduced 
cost during the summer.   
Conferences interested should 
contact Regional Office.  The 
Regional Council cannot vouch  
for the accommodation. 
 
Can we have our boxes 
back? 
 
Any Conference which has  
plastic collection boxes out on 
loan from the Regional Office, 

100 not out for 
VINCENTIAN NEWS 



 

World Events 
in June 1989 

The Ayatollah Khomeini dies 
in Iran; during the funeral, his 
corpse falls out of the casket 
into the mob of mourners. 

The Tiananmen Square        
Massacre takes place in      
Beijing on the army’s           
approach to the Square, and 
the final stand-off in the 
square is covered live on    
television. 

Solidarity’s victory in Polish   
elections is the first of many 
anti-communist revolutions in 
Central and Eastern Europe in 
1989. 

A natural gas explosion near 
Ufa, Russia kills 645 as 2 
trains passing each other 
throw sparks near a leaky 
pipeline. 

The wreck of the German    
battleship Bismarck, which 
was sunk in 1941, is located 
600 miles west of Brest, 
France. 

Surinam Airways Flight PY764 
crashes, killing 176. 

A crowd of 250,000 gathers at 
Heroes Square in Budapest for 
the historic reburial of Imre 
Nagy, the former Hungarian 
prime minister who had been 
executed in 1958. 

Ireland’s first universities   
established since                 
independence in 1922, Dublin 
City University and University 
of Limerick open. 

British police arrest 250     
people for celebrating the 
summer solstice at          
Stonehenge. 

Gerry Marsden is joined by 
Paul McCartney and other    
Liverpool artists to re-release 
“Ferry Across the Mersey”, to 
raise funds for the             
Hillsborough Disaster Fund.  
The record stayed at No 1 for 
three weeks. 

Down Through The Years . . . 

Summer 2001—Conference members from Whitehead, Carr ickfergus and Greenisland  
pictured with President Mary McAleese during their recent visit to An Uachtarain. 

January 1996—SDLP Leader John Hume with members of the Regional Council at the 
launch of SVP Week 

December 1992—The feeding station in Baidoa during the Somalian Tragedy.   
The high-risk children are distinguished by their r ed armbands. 



 



East Down & Kilmegan’s  
Trip To Knock 

There was a “joining of the clans” 
in September when members of 
the East Down and Kilmegan 
Area Councils organised a joint 
pilgrimage to Knock.  A busload 
of forty made the trip, comprised 
of members and senior citizens. 
 
The bus left Downpatrick at 
seven-thirty in the morning and 
the first port of call was Clancy’s 
Restaurant in Sligo where a 
lovely breakfast was prepared for 
the travellers.  The bus then 
headed on to Knock where a 
great day was had by all, even 
meeting both National President 
Mairead Bushnell and Regional 
President Cormac Wilson in the 
process.  The members had 
planned to unfurl their new 
County Down banner during the 
outside parade but inclement 
weather made this impossible. 
 
The contingent left Knock at 
5.30pmand everyone agreed 
that the day had been a great 
success.  It was then on to 
Clancy’s again where a  
sumptuous evening meal was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
The journey home was great 
craic as in between rosaries, a 
sing-song ensued with some 
very talented singers indeed. 
 
The bus trundled into  
Downpatrick at 11.30pm, and 
whilst all were weary from the 
day’s outing, all agreed that a 
return journey to Knock next year 
is a must.  


