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VINCENTIAN NEWS  

NEW VINCENT’S SHOP 
FOR ENNISKILLEN 
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Celebrating the recent opening of the brand new sto re in Enniskillen are Kevin Rooney (Conference  
Secretary), Brendan Hueston (Area President), Maire ad Bushnell (National President), Bertie Kerr 
(Chairman Fermanagh District Council), Joe Maguire (Conference President), Norma McMahon (Shop 
Manager) and Ben Quinn (Reg. Vice-President).  (See  Page 5) 



For this issue, I have taken  
material from the Famvin  
website about the 350th  
anniversary celebrations on 
the death of St. Vincent and 
St. Louise. 
 
From the Feast of St. Vincent 
September 27th, 2009  until 
the Feast  the following year 
the Worldwide Vincentian 
Family are invited to  
celebrate the 350th  
anniversary of the deaths of 
both St. Vincent and his  
closest collaborator  
St. Louise de Marillac. 
 
A special Logo has been  
devised for this special year 
of celebration of the great 
gifts of charity shared by 
these two saints.  A  
programme of events and 
themes has also been  
organised to help mark this 
year in a practical way.  
These can be accessed by 
consulting the web. 
 
The Logo attempts to depict a 
universal vision of the  
Vincentian Family:  
International Association of 
Charities, Congregation of 
the Mission,  Daughters of 
Charity, Society of Saint  
Vincent de Paul, and other 

branches. The variety of the 
charism’s expressions in the 
Vincentian Family presents the 
first difficulty: how to translate 
this diversity into one image 
and at the same time        
celebrate the life of the     
founders? 

In their time St. Vincent and 
St. Louise lived the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit and were led 
by the power of this Spirit, a 
power that was shown in their 
zeal and charity and in a      
dynamic mission. The       
Congregation of the Mission, 
the Daughters of Charity, the 
Ladies of Charity were living 
testimony of this creativity 
born out of the Spirit.  

After their death in 1660, the 
Spirit of the Lord continued to 
release its creative force,    
giving rise to movements and 
communities who saw in the 
Vincentian charism a solid 
spirituality, forever young, and 
above all a living response to 
Church and society.   

                                            
The logo does not pretend to 
be exhaustive – it simply    
suggests. The symbol consists 
of “flames” of various colors, in 
four sets, as in four horizons, 
suggesting the world of         

diversity. These flames are 
so located as to suggest a 
“dove,” the biblical symbol of 
the Holy Spirit just as the 
flames themselves are. The 
flames are also symbols of 
charity. 

The symbol is completed with 
the text. First, the theme: 
“Charity – Mission” – the 
theme proposed for reflection 
during this Vincentian year. 
Below this are the names of 
the founders, the dates of 
their death up to 2010.        
Finally, the reason for the 
logo. 

The letter type suggests     
dynamism, joy and         
youthfulness. This represents 
well the spirit of the           
Vincentian Family. 

350th Anniversary celebrations on the 
deaths of Saint Vincent and Saint Louise 
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to train as a social worker in  
Belfast—even though he could not 
afford the train fare from  
Ballymena and would have to 
hitch-hike to classes every day. 
 
After qualifying, Paddy worked in 
social services in Ballymoney and 
Ballycastle before moving to  
Belfast during the early years of 
the Troubles to work for the SVP 
in St Mary’s Hall, Chapel Lane. 
 
He returned to social work in north 
Antrim in the mid-seventies, his 
leadership and management skills 
led to a series of promotions 
within the Homefirst Health &  
Social Care Trust.  He was  
ultimately appointed director of 
social services. 
 
Throughout his professional life 
Paddy was committed to ensuring 
the best service possible for the  
most vulnerable in our society. 
 
In the late sixties and early  
seventies he was the NILP  
parliamentary candidate in the 
Bannside constituency, a seat 
won by Ian Paisley.  With the  
demise of the party, Paddy joined 
the SDLP and acted as a  
campaign manager in the 1970s 
and early 1980s. 
 
Following his retirement he  
continued to be active with the 
SVP at a regional and national 
level and his services were  
recognised by the award of the  
OBE in 2005.   
 

Outside this work he served as a 
Eucharistic Minister in Ballymena 
and was a member of the Knights 
of St Columbanus.  
 
He was also a national president 
of the Connaught Rangers  
Association and was committed to  
remembering the contribution of 
the mainly Catholic soldiers to the 
Allied effort in the First World 
War—especially the men from Co 
Mayo who had fought with the 
Rangers. 
 
He retained a great affection for 
his native county and visited  
family there as often as possible. 
 
Paddy had a great spirit of  
generosity and always had time 
for those in need.  He valued 
friendship and enjoyed nothing 
better than a good debate and bit 
of craic. 
 
His world revolved around his 
family, his beloved wife Sheena, 
with whom he had recently  
celebrated 49 years of marriage, 
and his children Paul, Davina, 
Randal, Kathrine, Jerome and 
their families. 
 
Paddy died peacefully at his home 
on Saturday 20th June and his 
funeral attracted a huge number 
of people wishing to pay their  
respects.  He will be deeply 
missed. 
 

Dr Paul McHugh 

Paddy McHugh (68) had a life-long 
commitment to helping the most  
vulnerable in society.  Having grown 
up in care himself, he ended up as 
the director of social services in the 
Co Antrim area as well as giving 
many years to the Society of St  
Vincent de Paul. 
 
He stood as a parliamentary  
candidate for the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party in the 1960s.  Paddy 
was also a passionate campaigner 
for recognition of the role of Irish  
nationalists who fought in the First 
World War. 
 
Patrick Joseph McHugh was born in 
Swinford, Co Mayo on 22 October 
1940.  After the end of the Second 
World War his family moved to  
England looking for work.  Eventually 
they settled in Lincolnshire where his  
father worked as a navvy on the  
railways. 
 
Following the death of his mother 
Paddy and his five siblings were 
placed into care—he was placed 
with his only brother and would meet  
his sister on the bus taking them to 
school.  He was subsequently  
fostered by Don and Poppie Popple 
and he remained with them until he 
completed his secondary education. 
 
Although he had been offered a 
place at the local teacher training 
college, Paddy decided to join the 
army and was assigned to the Royal 
Ulster Rifles.  This brought him to 
the training depot in St Patrick’s 
Barracks, Ballymena.  It was through 
a friend there that he met Sheena 
McRandal, and they were married in 
1960.  He also managed to re-
establish contact with the family in 
Swinford. 
 
Paddy left the army soon after and 
worked for a few years in the library.  
He had also joined the local  
Conference of the Society of St  
Vincent de Paul, and was active in 
the Northern Ireland Labour Party.  
However, a  commitment to social 
justice led him to return to education  
 

Patrick McHugh  

Northern Regional Board  



North Belfast’s  
          Sponsored 10km walk  

Saturday 30th May saw another 
very successful 10km sponsored 
walk from Regional Office to  
Belfast Zoo and back. 
 
The Walk is organised by the 
North Belfast Area Council and 
has become something of a  
mainstay in the Vincentian  
calendar and always receives 
good support from both members 
and the general public. 
 
This year, just under 50 hardy 
souls turned out to brave (or 
should that be enjoy) the  
elements.  The Antrim Road 
basked in glorious sunshine as 
our walkers departed and made 
their way up the road towards the 
zoo.   
 
Much craic was had and many  
refreshments were drunk.   
Members of the passing public 
wished them all well and gave 
them lots of encouragement along 
the route.  
 
There were no casualties along 
the way, no-one got lost and  
everyone returned safe and 
sound. 

A welcome rest and more  
refreshments awaited the walkers as 
they returned to Regional Office, tired 
but thoroughly enjoying  the exercise. 
 
At present, the money is still coming 
in, so we are asking those still to 
make a donation, to please do so  
as soon as possible, to the Regional  

Office.  The proceeds of their efforts 
go towards financing students going 
to Lourdes and this has proven to be 
a very worthwhile cause over the last 
few years. 
 
We would like to thank everyone and 
well done to you all! 



Around 1979 a “thrift shop” opened 
for a few hours on Saturday after-
noons in a disused garage at the 
rear of 26 Church St, Enniskillen. 
There was no charge for the clothes 
but customers were invited to leave 
a donation in a saucer at the door. 
Since then there have been many 
moves, each to a bigger and better 
shop until, on 13 June 2009, the  
National President, Mairéad  
Bushnell came to Enniskillen to cut 
the ribbon on our new premises at 
24 Church St.  
 
After 30 years we are next door to 
where we started – but now on the 
main street with professional window 
display, modern shelving units,  
fittings and mirrors and lighting, 
changing rooms, sorting and storage 
areas, staff facilities. Everyone 
agrees it has been well worth the 
wait and the effort. 
 
 Mairéad Bushnell was assisted in 
her task by the chairman of  
Fermanagh District Council, Bertie 
Kerr, and by Monsignor Sean Cahill, 
our Spiritual Director for 27 years. 
She congratulated the Enniskillen 
members on providing such a 
magnificent shop but reminded all 
Vincentians that money is not given  

Photos from above clockwise are; (main 
picture) the team—members and staff; 
(2) Blessed Virgin Conference members 
(l-r front) Norma McMahon, Joe Maguire, 
Martha Smyth, Philip D’Arcy, Tom  
Martin, Gabriel Cassidy and (l-r back) 
Kevin Rooney and Columba Fitzpatrick.  
Missing is Nuala Cassidy; (3) Bertie Kerr  
enjoying the occasion; (4) Conference 
members Nuala Cassidy and Martha 
Smyth with Mairead Bushnell and  
members of the shop team—Rita  
Moohan, Teresa McKeagney, Lilian 
McKibbin, Maureen Hoy (hiding) and 
Rosemary Magowan; (5) The new shop. 

Back To Our Roots—A new shop for Enniskillen  

to them or to the Society. We only 
accept the money so we can pass it 
on to the poor and needy. 
 
Mr Kerr thanked the Society for its 
help to all sides of the Enniskillen 
community for 161 years and wished 
us well in our new premises and in 
our work. Mgr Cahill asked us to  
remember and give thanks for  those 
Vincentians who had given so much 
to the earlier thrift shops but are no 
longer with us to enjoy this moment. 
Guests included representatives of 
all the main Christian churches in the 
town, some of those involved in  
acquiring or providing the premises 
and many Vincentians from  
throughout the region. 



   Another memorable 

 

                   YEAR 13 SVP GROUP IN 

As part of our RE Programme for 
Year 13, we have organized a 
number of Community Outreach 
Programmes.  These  
Programmes aim to reach out to 
people in our local and  
international communities in an 
active and practical way. There 
are currently 17 members of the 
St. Vincent de Paul group in 
school, which is headed by Ms R 
Shields. 

Initially the group researched some 
background information on the history 
of the Society and presented back to 
the class group. 
 
Each week two girls from the group 
take turns in helping at the ‘Vincents’ 
shop in Omagh.  They carry out many 
tasks in the shop to help the ladies.  
These activities can be anything from 
stacking shelves to sorting through 
bags of clothes which have been  
donated. 
 
A number of the students participated 
in a SVP Bag packing day in Asda, 
Omagh which was a great success.  
The students also organised a 
‘Teenage Stall’ at the Annual sale in 

November.  They collected items for 
weeks from family friends and pupils 
in school.  The students took turns to 
man the stall and helped the Omagh 
Conference to raise money for  
Christmas. 
 
At Christmas the group coordinated a 
hamper collection to be given to  
people in the Omagh community.  
They were given basic information 
about the families (numbers etc) who 
would receive the hampers and sorted 
them out accordingly.  Each person in 
our school donated items of food from  
A set list.  The hampers were pre-
sented to Phil McKenna, May Mullan 
and Ben Quinn, representatives of 
Omagh SVP, at Junior assembly. 
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After arriving at Corrymeela, ice-
breakers involving various games 
and outdoor activities were the order 
of the day, with the members split 
into four groups to enjoy helium 
sticks, water pipes and skis etc.
Good fun was had all day long and 
before we knew it, it was time for 
dinner.  A ghost walk that night  
followed by supper and a DVD 
rounded off a hectic but very  
enjoyable first day 

On Thursday after breakfast and 
worship, we headed for the beach at 
Ballycastle to play various games 
and do a little bit of shopping.  The 
beach was beautiful and the heat 
resulted in many refreshments being 
bought in the local shops, where a 
few members encountered, shall we 
say, a rather eccentric old woman 
who regaled them with her old 
school song (complete with a fly in 
her hair!) 

Wednesday 23rd June finally saw 
the arrival of one of the most  
eagerly-awaited events in the 
young Vincentian calendar—
Camp Vincent 2009 at  
Corrymeela in Ballycastle. 
 
Over the next three days just  
under 40 young Vincentians were 
to enjoy a wonderful get together 
with students converging from all 
parts of Belfast, as well as a  
contingent from Keady, to enjoy 
an end-of-term get together in 
beautiful surroundings and non-
stop sunshine. 
 
A varied and packed programme 
was organised by Linda Savage 
and her team for the young  
Vincentians to enjoy and they  
enjoyed themselves immensely.  
Regional Office in Belfast was the 
starting point for the young  
Vincentians and waiting for them 
at Corrrymeela were Mira and her 
very enthusiastic team of helpers 
who looked after them over the 
next few days.  



Students also volunteered for the 
SVP Flag Day in Omagh Retail 
Park.  During Lent the Loreto  
students created posters for a 
Lenten Campaign which asked all 
the schools in the area to collect 
clothes for SVP.  The students 
made appeals for clothing at Year 
Group Assemblies.  The clothes 
could be used for recycling or  
resale in the shop.  This provided 
many families the perfect  
opportunity for a spring clean and 
SVP with a new selection of 
clothes for Vincent’s shop in 
Castle Street. 
 
The students found this  
Programme about social justice 

very worthwhile and explored local 
issues in a very practical and `hands 
on’ way.  They developed many key 
skills—communication, ICT, numeracy 
as well as their ability to work with  
others, being creative and decision 
making. 
 
Below are some comments . . . 
 
‘I was very proud to be part of the SVP 
groups and I feel I have learned a lot 
about showing compassion and learning 
to think of others in a less fortunate  
position than me’.      Seanin McGuigan 
 
‘I found going to the shop particularly good 
as I personally was doing something 
rather than simply encouraging others to 
do so’.                      Edel Byrne 
 

 

 

LORETO GRAMMAR OMAGH 

 

An Open Forum followed that  
afternoon where the young  
Vincentians discussed their SVP 
experiences and a lot was learned 
from each other.  That night an 
SVP Service was planned and 
preparations were made with  
paper and pens.  A special meal 
followed games of volleyball and 
football and then it was time for 
the service, which was a beautiful 
affair.   
 
Senior members from the  
surrounding area then paid the 
youngsters a visit where they  

enjoyed tea and coffee and who then 
shared their experiences.  After  
worship came the much-awaited disco, 
followed by a bonfire and supper. 
 
Friday morning saw many sad faces as it 
was time to clear out the rooms and 
pack bags before Corrymeela’s own 
Sonya talked about Millenium  
Volunteers.  And then it was time to go 
as the Keady contingent said goodbye to 
the Belfast bound busload.   
 
Many happy memories were brought 
back on the bus, new friendships were 
made and that is what Camp Vincent is 
all about. 
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It was on a lovely June afternoon 
that we aware welcomed to 
Drumalis Retreat House in Larne 
by Sister Mary Rose of the Cross 
and Passion Community and by 
Catriona and Irene. 
 
Drumalis has been in the hands of 
the Cross and Passion sisters 
since 1930. When they first 
acquired the Heritage House which 
they developed as a retreat centre, 
but which later became a refuge 
for women who sought shelter 
during the worst times of the  
troubles. 
 
Over the last few years the sisters 
have replaced the retreat house 
with a new modern structure, 
which has incorporated and  
preserved many features of the old 
building, whilst making the  
accommodation more in keeping 
with the trends of modern times. 
 
A most impressive feature of the 
new building is the entrance/
reception atrium, with a winding 
staircase leading to the first floor 
and above which is a huge glass 
dome from which the light floods 
into the space below.  It is from this 
central area, that the wings of the 
building radiate, which  
accommodate the chapel, dining 
room, lounge, quiet room and 
much more.  Throughout the  
building one encounters works of 
art—paintings, sculpture, stained 
glass, woodcarving—all carefully 
chosen to reflect the history of the  

ST BERNADETTE’S OUTING TO  

           DRUMALIS RETREAT HOUSE  

centre and the ethos it seeks to 
create. 
 
In the limited time available we 
were able to view the Chapel/
Conference Room with its panels 
of red stained glass from the old 
chapel, a beautiful carved walnut 
altar, which contrasted  
aesthetically with the pale oak 
floor, and huge windows which 
overlook the extensive gardens 
beyond.  These gardens provide a 
beautiful and tranquil setting for 
this oasis of peace and calm which 
is conducive to prayer and  
meditation especially in the  
garden of meditation with its  
running water feature and aroma 
of plants and herbs. 
 
Unfortunately, we had time only to 
sample the delights of this lovely 
place to which we hope to return 
on an open day or for a retreat or a 
more leisurely occasion.  We also  
enjoyed our afternoon tea served 
in the spacious and bright dining 
room by the staff of the very up-to-
the-minute kitchen. 
 
Then it was on up the coast to  
Ballycastle, where our driver Kevin 
dropped us at the front door of the 
Marine Hotel where we were 
warmly welcomed by Paula and 
Shauna, who invited us to relax 
and enjoy the facilities while we 
awaited our meal around 5.30 pm. 
 
Our more energetic members  
enjoyed a refreshing walk along  

the shore, past the tennis courts 
and towards the beach and the 
golf club.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meal was delicious and hot, 
served efficiently by the staff who 
ensured that everyone was served 
with their choice from the menu 
and that those with special dietary 
requirements were catered for. 
 
Then we headed for home where 
we were dropped off at St  
Bernadette’s car park around 8.30 
pm.  The only mishap of which I’m 
aware was a handbag left on the 
bus, but which was retrieved by 
Kevin and delivered to its owner 
the next day.  
 
A good day was had by all. 
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and hopeful, refusing to curtail her 
social and voluntary activity, and 
even undertook and enjoyed a trip 
to New York last year. 
 
Ena’s roots and her heart lay in 
South Armagh and she frequently 
regaled us with news of her visits 
to her sisters and her extended 
family of several generations.  It 
was among them that she spent 
her last Christmas, which was,  
according to her—a very happy 
occasion.  It was in keeping with 
the country tradition that her  
family held a wake at her home in 
Galwally Park where town and 
country folk came to pay their  
respects and enjoy reminiscing 
over anecdotes of Ena’s life, 
whilst partaking of their generous 
hospitality. 
 
She had, however, integrated into 
the local community here in south-
east Belfast so it was fitting that a  

Mass for the repose of her soul 
was celebrated in the Good  
Shepherd Church, prior to her  
funeral Mass in Mullaghbawn and 
burial in the local cemetery. 
 
We will miss her much from the 
Conference and extend sincere 
sympathy to her sister Annie and 
her extended family and hope that 
she will rest in peace. 
 

It was with deep sadness that we 
learned of the death of our much 
loved colleague—Ena O’Hanlon on 
8th March last.  A native of  
Mullaghbawn in Co Armagh,  Ena 
spent most of her working life in the 
Civil Service in Belfast and on her 
retirement devoted her spare time to 
various charitable works including St 
Vincent de Paul and the Abbeyfield 
Society. 

Ena O’Hanlon  

St Bernadette’s Belfast  

She was a very willing volunteer, 
participating in our work of respond-
ing to calls for help and visiting the 
elderly and lonely.  This was most 
evident one Christmas, when she 
ensured that family which might 
have been overlooked, received her 
personal attention.  Despite  
experiencing ill-health over the last 
few years, Ena remained positive  

without their help we would be  
unable to provide the variety and 
quality of activities and outings 

The West Belfast office’s Kay Shortt 
got in touch to tell us about another 
very successful summer scheme 
which is currently taking place out of 
their Mountainview Centre. 
 
The photos were taken during  
preparation for the festival parade. 
The Feile provided an artist for six 
hours to help with the art work. The 
children were all enthusiastic and 
took part in planning and making the 
costumes.  
 
A group of 10-12 girls will take part 
in a week of cross community dance 
activities in August at Glebe House. 
They will meet up with a group from 
Sandy Row.  
 
We have 46 Children registered for 
the summer scheme this year. Ages 
range from 4-12 years. Of course all 
the children are looking forward to 
our big trip at the end of the scheme 
which will be to M & Ds in Scotland.  
We are grateful to all our volunteers,  

Another successful summer in West Belfast  
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St Colman’s Conference in  
Greenisland and St Nicholas  
Conference in Carrickfergus 
went outdoor this year in  
pursuit of a splendid summer 
outing. 
 
Blessed with glorious weather 
and with the luxury of an  
open-topped coach they  
delighted in the picturesque 
pleasantries of the landscape of 
Co Tyrone among the bushes, 
stopping off at Rushmere 
Shopping Centre in Craigavon 
to effect bodily comforts, enjoy 
an early cup of tea and engage 
in small talk to create the buzz 
of the day.  
 
Thereon to the Ulster American 
Folk Park at Omagh to recall 
and recant the sufferings of our  
forefathers during the horrible 
years of yesterday.  Conversely 
to appreciate the simplicity of 
life in those days, plus the more  

GREENISLAND & CARRICKFERGUS 
ENJOY OUTDOOR PURSUITS 

mature amongst us could  
recollect this way of life with its 
frugal requirements.   The credit 
crunch had no nightmares to  
undergo. 
 
A hungry party then proceeded 
to the Mellon Hotel to enjoy a  
delightful meal.  Prizes were 
then appropriated to those lucky  
winners of an in-bus quiz plus  
extra surprises.  In addition the 
drinking den was open to those 
thirsting for a tipple before the 
homeward trek. 
 
Once again the beautiful 
weather embellished the trip 
home as the evening sun 
drenched the countryside in a 
kaleidoscope of colour and  
assorted shades.  Tired but  
exhilarated everyone had the 
luxury of a good night’s sleep. 
 
The trip was organised by  
Anthony McGeehan and led by  

Conference President Owen  
Mulvenna.  The transport  
arrangements were courtesy of  
Belfast Bus. 
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Banking 

Are you aware that First 
Trust Bank will ensure 

 
*       no bank charges to 
         Conference, and 
 
*       no charge for Euro 
         drafts 
 

as part of a special  
arrangement for SVP 

Conferences only.   
Contact the Regional  

Office on 90351561 for 
more information . 
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your Diary 

Clare Lodge  
Holiday Home 

Vacancies all Summer! 
£185 per week 

Contact Charlie Hughes 
on 028 4372 3127 

 
 
 

Annual Members 
Meeting 

9th October 
Balmoral Hotel, Belfast 

 
 
 

National Meeting of 
Presidents 
17th October  

Croke Park, Dublin 
 
 
 

Youth AGM 
23rd October 

Balmoral Hotel, Belfast 
 
 
 

Annual Dinner 
Dance 

20th November 
Balmoral Hotel, Belfast 

 
 
 

Belfast  
Street Collection 

12th December 
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The eleventh of May was a  
special date for all  
Vincentians in St Patrick’s 
Conference in Portadown as they 
celebrated the tenth anniversary of 
their shop, situated in the Mayfair 
Business Centre on the Garvaghy 
Road.   
 
A huge crowd turned out to toast the 
shops birthday and to celebrate with 
members and staff alike. 

Shop worker and Conference  
member, Jackie McKeown, kindly sent 
us photographs showing not only the  
celebrations, but also their Easter  
window display and trips to Drumalis 
Retreat Centre and Corrymeela in 
Ballycastle.  Good luck to you all and 
here’s to the next ten years!! 

PORTADOWN SHOP 
CELEBRATES ITS 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY 



Charities  Commission 

Changes & Challenges 
Annual Members’ Meeting 

The Balmoral Hotel, Blacks Road, Belfast 
Friday 9th October 2009 

The programme for the upcoming Annual Members 
Meeting has now been finalised and the running  
order is printed below . . .  

10.00 Registration & Tea/Coffee 
 

10.30 Opening Prayer & Welcome      Fr Perry Gildea 
                                                             Cormac Wilson 
 

10.45 Charities Commission                Seamus Murray  
 

11.30 Comfort Break 
 

11.45 Group Discussion (Caring & Sharing) 
 

12.15 Lunch 
 

1.45   Youth & The Future                   Chris Quinn 
 

2.00   National President            Mairead Bushnell 
 

2.30   Twinning                           Peter McMahon 
 

3.00   Groups Discussion (Ethnic Issues) 
 

3.30   Tea/Coffee 
 

3.45   Clare Lodge                      Pat McCann 
 

4.00   Regional President           Cormac Wilson 
 

4.30—5.00   Open Forum 
 

5.15   Close & Prayers                          
 

6.00   Mass                                 Bishop Noel Treanor 
 

7.00   Dinner�

The Charities Commission legislation requires all 
charitable organisations in Northern Ireland to submit 
an annual report of assets—property, land and  
Finance.  It will have considerable powers to regulate, 
monitor and where required investigate local  
charities. 
 
We have formed a Working Group that will  
highlight and address those areas, which impact on 
the Society. 
 
· June 2009 — NI Charities Commission           

established 
 
· April 2010 — first Charities registrations 
 
· April 2011 — first financial returns and          

reports—based on the 2010 annual reports. 
 

AREAS OF IMPACT 
Finance:- 
 
· Retention of records 
· Investments and Deposits 
· Dormant Accounts 
· Multiple Accounts 
 
Fundraising:- 
 
· Collections and Permits 
· Age restrictions 

· Media Appeals 
· Professional Fundraiser 
 
Property:- 
 
· Registration of property/land with SVP Property 

Trustees NI Ltd 
· Mortgages and Dispositions 
 
In order to gather the most up to date and accurate 
information on our assets, and produce a  
consolidated account for the region, a Questionnaire 
has been devised by the Group and will be sent to all 
Conferences in the near future. 
 
Donal Henry 
Chairperson 


