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The Northern Region Members’ Meeting took place at  the Balmoral Hotel in Belfast ol o8 ﬁ
on Friday 12th September 2008. Pictured above are  Regional Spiritual Advisor, ‘ -

Fr Perry Gildea, Henry O’Loan from St Mary’s Confer  ence Glenravel and John Mooney from St Brigid’s

Conference South & East Belfast. Insetis MonicaM  cDowell from St Comgall’'s Conference in Bangor.

See Pages 4&S5 for full report.
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Reflection for the Mass of St. Vincent 1980

Part of the genius shared by St.
Vincent de Paul and Blessed
Frederic Ozanam was an
extraordinary sensitivity to the
existence of poverty in any form
and the needs of the poor.

St. Vincent himself was aware of
the terrible plight of the people and
the Church in Ireland in his own
lifetime in 1646 he sent a group of
priests and brothers to help with the
ministry to the people in Limerick
and Cashel. Some of these died of
the plague and one was martyred
by Cromwellian soldiers in front of
his mother. St. Vincent kept in
regular touch with them and also
kept his community informed of the
awful conditions of the people
among whom his priests were
working.

They both had an exceptional
ability to see what needed to be
done and then organise the
necessary aid in an effective and
relevant manner. They both
understood that for relief of the
conditions of poverty to be effective
it had to be properly organised.
However, their vision was even
greater than that. They also
understood that relief of the condi-
tions of poverty was only part of the
struggle. Addressing the causes of
poverty was of even greater
importance when it could be done.

Reading through the history of the
work of the Society in Ireland
reveals a remarkable catalogue of
effort in addressing the various
forms of poverty which were
present in Irish society at various
times. There were schools, hostels
for the homeless, provision of

days for the young and old who
never had an opportunity for such.

And all the time there was the quiet
visiting of the poor, the lonely, the
sick. the constant provision of food,
clothes, heating and educational
support which forms the constant
backbone of the society.

History records how the Society
responded in the past to times of
economic crises. Perhaps that
should be remembered and offer us
encouragement as the western
economy grinds to a halt and
economic hardship once again will
affect the poor more than others.

It is noteworthy that in all the major
assemblies and gatherings of the
Society during its 164 years in
Ireland top of the list of concerns
about the Society and its conduct of
business was the question of
Spirituality. That concern needs
reflection. We live in a time of
increased social awareness and an
ever increasing number of charities
both local and international. Global
awareness has resulted in major
organisations which can rush aid to
any part of the globe quickly and
often very effectively. The Society
being an international one shares in
this ability to provide aid quickly
through its local conferences around
the globe. However it must be
always remembered that the Society
is not simply another national and
international humanitarian agency.
True it is humanitarian but with a
specific motivation.

St. Vincent and Ozanam were not
simply touched by the conditions of
poverty they addressed. They saw
in the poor the face of Christ. What
they did and what they hope we will
continue to do was live the Gospel of
Love. St. Vincent and Ozanam were
driven by the Gospel example of

Christmas Cards

This year’s Christmas Cards have been a resounding success

and 90% of the cards have now been sold. There are a limited
number of cards from previous years, similar to those shown

right, still available from the Regional Office. They are 50p per | ig

packet and it's very much a case of ‘first come, first served'.

Fr. Perry Gildea

love given by Christ himself and
his reminder that whatsoever we
do for the poor is done to him,
because he identifies himself
with and in the poor. For the
Vincentian we help the poor
because we love the poor who
need our help. This must be the
hallmark of all we do it must be
done with love for every
individual as being uniquely
loved by God himself. We are
those who make God’s love real
and active in their lives.

This is the tradition which we
inherit from two great saints,
which we must cherish and
nurture, and which we celebrate
today as we commemorate their
memory in this Eucharist.

We must always remember that
the source of our motivation and
our love for the poor is to be
found in this Eucharist where
Christ gives himself to us in love
and invitation. St. Vincent and
Ozanam found their strength in
the Word of God and the
sacraments. If we are to
preserve and pass on their
charism to a world where as
Christ himself reminded us there
will always be the poor, we too
must nourish ourselves at the
table of the Eucharist and the
table of the Word of God.




Keep Warm this Winter

Winter is fast approaching and
with it comes worry for many
older people. Looking after
yourself is very important in
winter. If your general health is

good, you will be better prepared

to deal with the cold.

To prepare for the onset of
winter, following some very
simple suggestions can go a
long way to making sure that
you are as safe and comfortable
as possible.

Staying healthy

Stay active. Activity generates
heat, helping you to keep warm,
and can generally increase your
fitness.

Give up smoking. Not smoking
also saves money that you can
put towards making yourself
more comfortable in other ways.

Have a flu jab. Flu can be a
serious health risk, particularly if
you are an older person, have a
heart, respiratory or other
serious health condition.

Eating properly

Eat at least one hot meal a day.
Try to include a good range of
foods in your diet.

Drink hot drinks throughout the
day.

Have a hot drink at bedtime.
You can also keep a flask by
your bed in case you wake up
feeling cold.

Keeping yourself
warm

Wear suitable clothing. Several
thin layers of clothing will keep
you warmer than one thick
layer.

Outdoors, wear warm layers
under your coat together with
gloves and a coat and hat.

Wear warm clothes to bed as
well

Keeping you home
warm

In winter the recommended
temperature for rooms is 21
degrees (70F). You may
prefer a higher temperature
though.

Try to maintain the
recommended temperatures in
all the rooms you use.

Get to know how the timer and
thermostat on your heating
system work.

Keep your bedroom window
closed at night.

Help with heating
your home

Heating your home is easier
and cheaper if the property is
insulated and your central
heating system works properly.

Check your heating system
works properly and have it
serviced once a year.

If possible, draught-proof doors
and windows, insulate the loft
and lag the hot-water tank and

pipes.

Make sure that you are getting
any benefits that you are
entitled to.

Make the most of free transport

If you are aged between 60 and 64 you will be able to benefit from free public transport
anywhere in Northern Ireland from 1 October 2008, but you will need to have a

60+ SmartPass to qualify. Application forms for the SmartPass can be requested by
telephoning 0845 600 0049 or visiting the website www.60smartpass.info Completed
application forms should be taken in person to a main bus or train station, and your Smart-
Pass will be sent to you in the post.




BACK TO REALITY

Annual Members Meeting 2008

The Balmoral Hotel in West
Belfast was resplendent in the late
summer sunshine as members
from all over the Northern Region
converged on our new venue for
the Annual Members’ Meeting on
Friday 12" September 2008.
‘Back To Reality’ was the theme
of the meeting and a very busy,
and inspirational, programme was
put together by the Training &
Development team.

Tea and coffee greeted just under
200 members on their arrival and
our Regional Spiritual Advisor, Fr
Perry Gildea, lead us all in the
Opening Prayers and a short
reflection. Regional President
Cormac Wilson then welcomed
everyone to the Balmoral and
thanks were given to the speakers
for giving up their time to come
and speak with us, and especially
to John Monaghan and Kieran
Murphy from the National Office in
Dublin and Mairead Bushnell, our
National President from Cork.

Linda Savage was first up to talk
about "Those We Visit'. Linda’s
warmth and kindness shone
through and we were asked not to
lose sight of those we visit. The
Society offers not only a material
assistance but more importantly,
friendship. These days, humanity
is a word which is used less and
less but it is a word that we as a
Society embrace. Linda’s talk
urged us to show that humanity
towards others.

Professor John Monaghan, a
lecturer from Trinity College in
Dublin and National Board
member, gave an excellent talk on
the Social Justice Policy,
accompanied by a presentation
which was clearly enjoyed by
those present. John urged us to
work for social justice, and in
answering that challenge, we
need to show that

- our advocacy work must be
based on the real needs of those
we assist — not on our opinions

- we must start to
address these needs
now — because
people are suffering
now

- we need your eyes
and ears in local
communities so that
you can quickly
provide reliable
information on
current and
emerging problems.

A welcome comfort break was
followed by the group
workshops. The main hall lent
itself perfectly to the workshops
as everything now took place in
the one room (no wayward
members getting lost looking for
the Diamond now!). As usual
much debate and discussion

took place around the eighteen
tables and the air was awash
with ideas and thoughts.

A lovely lunch followed and then
it was the turn of Donal Henry to
give reports on Youth, Twinning
and Prisons, three essential
aspects of our Society today.
Donal gave us all updates and
descriptions of work going on
throughout the year on all three
topics. It was clear that it has
been an exceptionally busy year
for the Society in these areas,
and indeed, a workload that is
continuing.

Another lively round of Group
Workshops preceded the DePaul
Trust’s Kerry Anthony explaining
to all about the work of the
organisation. It's work, aims and




ideals were examined and the
support our Society gives to it was
also mentioned. Kerry gave a
very eloquent talk about the Trust,
which comes under the Vincentian
‘umbrella’, as members learned a
little more about a ‘sister’
organisation. We were told that
The DePaul Trust offers homeless
and disadvantaged people the
opportunity to fulfil their potential
and move towards an
independent and positive future.
DePaul Trust now works with over
1000 people in both Northern
Ireland and the Republic.

National President Mairead
Bushnell (very patient) was next
up and gave the theme of our
meeting ‘Back To Reality’ a clarity
in her words as we were
encouraged to not let go of the
things that made us Vincentians,
and to revisit those aims. Mairead
gave personal (and amusing)
testimony to her experiences in
Cork as a Vincentian.

Kilmegan Area President PJ
McClean gave us a history of
Clare Lodge, the Society’s holiday
home in Newcastle, before
welcoming Lee Doherty and
Michael Doherty to the podium to
outline to us a proposed future for
the landmark building. Time has
caught up with Clare Lodge and a
radical new design has been
sought, one which encompasses
the history of the town, makes
new use of its location and even
adds to the Main Street in the
seaside town. Breathtaking new
ideas and designs were shown to
the assembled throng. PJ asked
the members to look favourably
on the proposal, to give it their
support and if necessary, some
funding towards the goal.

Regional President Cormac
Wilson took to the stage again
and re-iterated the need for a
‘Back To Reality’ approach to our
work. Poverty is ever-changing
and with Vincentians at the
fore-front of the struggle, it is
incumbent on us to steel our
resolve in our work for those living
in poverty.

A very lively Open Forum (isn't it
always!) made references to the
aforementioned Clare Lodge
proposal, the futures of the Shops

Shops Co-ordinator and Youth
Development Officer roles, and
the basic tenet of our Society,
helping the needy.

Fr Perry Gildea brought a very
inspirational meeting to a close
with a wonderful Period of Prayer
which sent everyone home
spiritually enlightened, a perfect
and fitting end to a members’
meeting which may well have
found a new home for the
foreseeable future.

‘Back To Reality’ was the theme
of this year’'s meeting and

made throughout the day. It was
clear that members were under no
illusion as to the demands of
modern-day living and with an
ever-encompassing and
foreboding credit crunch taking
hold and with rumours of global
melt-down, it was also clear that
‘Back To Reality’ should be a
rallying cry for our members after
the so-called “boom’ years.
Poverty was and is still prevalent
and increasing numbers are falling
through the net. It's an uncertain
future we all face . . . the Society
of St Vincent de Paul must be
prepared.

National President Mairead Bushnell, Kieran Murphy and
John Monaghan, both from the National Office in Dublin.

Zip
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Peter McVeigh, Area President of Armagh & Craigavon and
Kevin Dougan of St Mary’'s Ahoghill,

One of the many discussion groups in full flow




You will remember that in the last
issue of Vincentian News we
mentioned that children would be
going to a summer camp. We have
now received a very nice letter of
thanks from the Ukranian National
President, Olesya Popova, along
with a few photos.

“Dear Vincentians of the Northern
Region

On behalf of the name Society of St
Vincent de Paul we send you the
warm greetings from Ukraine. We
are thankful for your kind donation
for Summer Camp 08 for needy
children and orphans from poorest
area of Kharkov district.

Two groups of children (a group of
18 and another of 22) and 5
chaperones spent two weeks at the
Black Sea in period 5.8.08—19.8.08
in the Theodosia region. All
chaperones represent the Society of
St Vincent de Paul in Ukraine.

One of the camp ‘Rodina Mira’ is
located not far from Theodosia, one
is most beautiful corner of the
Crimea. It is lovely place with
comfortable small houses and very
nice area. Children are fond of
swimming, sports and walking. They
have got the new friend from the
different part of Ukraine, took part at
the concerts and at the art
competition organised by volunteers.
The yacht excursion was
unforgettable for all of them because
in they live far from the sea.

Children have the nice meal, good
care and great rest. Children admire
to travel, to see new places.

After Chernobyl disaster there are
many sick children so it is very
important thing that all children have
the great opportunity to improve their
health. It is most important for the
children from Chernobyl area.

Report from the Regional Twinning Committee

We are
thankful for the great recover rest and
inspiration for them over the year.

Thanks so much for your generosity
and Vincentian solidarity. We should
be happy to invite the volunteers from

your Conferences to
take part at the Summer Camp next
year.

God Bless, sincerely, Olesya Popova,
President national,
Inna Mesharyakova”



We had two very special
visitors to the Northern
Region recently when Laud
and Eva Fletchyann from the
Martyrs of Uganda
Conference in Ghana visited
their twin. The Ghanaian
Conference has been twinned
with the St Patrick’s

Conference in Downpatrick Pictures taken at the special celebratory dinner at the
since the 1980's. Burrendale Hotel in Newcastle.

Laud and Eva were guests of
honour at the 100th
Anniversary celebrations for
the Downpatrick Conference.

A special dinner was held in
the Burrendale Hotel in
Newcastle where a lovely
meal was served and a
superb night was had by all.

Laud and Eva also found time
to visit the Regional Office in
Belfast where they met with
Rita Mannion, Aileen Coney
and Larry McArdle, alongside
Dermot McNabb and Brenda
Gribben from the Downpatrick
Conference.

Over a cup of tea, many ideas
were exchanged and Laud
and Eva met the Regional
Office staff.

It was an honour and a

privilege to receive Laud and

Eva in our Regional

Headquarters and we look

forward to meeting them Pictured with staff of the Regional Office
again.

Annual Dinner Dance

Bookings are coming in thick and fast for the Society’s Annual

Dinner Dance on Saturday 29th November in the Europa
Hotel in Belfast. Make sure your Conference is there for what
is always a great night’s craic and entertainment!!




Sixteen SVP members
detained at Crumlin Rd Gaol

Sixteen members of the Society of
St Vincent de Paul were detained
for over two hours in furtherance
of a guided tour of the prison
sponsored by North Belfast
Community Action supported by
Belfast Welcome Centre and
Northern Ireland Tourist Board.

It was an historical and
enlightening insight into the
interior of a prison acknowledged
to be the finest in Europe at the
time of construction. We
re-visited and spent a few
nostalgic moments incarcerated in
‘A’ and ‘C’ wings to experience the
awful moral dilemma and trauma
associated therefrom.

Highlight of the tour was the visit
to the condemned cell. Built in
1900 it was used for the first time
for the hanging of William Woods
in 1901. The cellis in close
proximity to the gallows no more
than 15 feet away—a fact that
was concealed from the prisoner.
A bookcase in the cell hid the door
to the execution chamber, which
was pushed out of the way by a
warder at the last moment just
before the execution.

From 1884 until 1961 17 men
were executed during the lifetime

Just a little reminder that Christmas

is fast approaching (in case you
didn’t know) and with it comes the
annual outpouring of goodwill
towards the Society in respect of
donations and hampers etc.

Pictured right are the leaders and
members of St Patrick’s and St
Brigid's Youth Club with some of
the hampers which they presented
to members of St Patrick’s
Conference Claudy at Christmas
last year.

of the gaol. Their bodies were
subsequently interred in the prison
yard. Robert McGladdery was the
last person to be executed in
1961.

A fascinating journey was through
the tunnel running under the
Crumlin Road onto the courthouse
where proceeding as to sentence
or transportation to Australia or
Van Diemens Land was decreed.
Sentence of death was also

pronounced at this time. Release
was ordered after noon and we
completed the ordeal with a
refreshing cup of tea at the
hospital canteen of the Mater
Hospital Belfast. The sixteen
members from the Conference of
St Colman (Greenisland)
accompanied by their President
Owen Mulvenna and brother
Anthony McGeehan, tour
organiser, returned to be of good
behaviour and serve the needs of
the poor.

Hamper Time in Claudy



Long Service in Coalisland

Oliver McGuinness, Sean Campbell, Cormac Wilson and MichaelO’Neill

Long service awards were
presented to mark the 25th
anniversary of the opening of the
Ozanam Centre in Barrack Street,
Coalisland, Co Tyrone on 28th
September 2008.

The occasion was marked with a
special Mass celebrated by Fr
Byrne PP. Afterwards, regional
president Cormac Wilson
presented medals and certificates
to eight members of the Holy
Family conference including Sean
Campbell , Michael O'Neill and
Oliver McGuinness for their long
service to the Society and also paid
a special tribute to Jim Kelly from
the neighbouring St Patrick's
Dungannon conference.

The conference of the Holy Family
was established in Coalisland on
18th January 1979 and their first
meeting was held in St Patrick's
Hall in the town. To their good
fortune an old building named ‘The

Dispensary became vacant and it
was leased to the conference by
the DHSS for the meagre rate of
"one peppercorn per year".

The building was refurbished over
the next eighteen months and the
building was officially opened as
the "Ozanam Centre" on 28th
August 1983 by the then regional
president Danny O'Brien.

Over the last 25 years the building
has gone through many phases.
During the 1980s it served as a
base for the ACE scheme which at
its height employed 108 part and
full time employees.

It has also been used for Society
parties for the local disabled and as
a Young Pioneer's Youth Club and
Pop Bar, a morning Playgroup for
children and as a meeting place for
various other groups in the town.

In 1988 the centre was extended

and two new rooms built which were
later used as a Welfare Rights
Advice Centre and as a Repair Shop
for lawnmowers. Later, a new

Jim Kelly with Cormac

kitchen was built and this led to the
delivery of Home Management
Courses and during this time a cloth-
ing boutique "Vincents" also opened.

Cormac thanked everyone for their
commitment and long lasting
achievements which he said were a
shining example to us all.



Over 150 young Vincentians from all
over the Northern Region met in the
Balmoral Hotel, Belfast on Friday 24th
October for this year’s Youth
Members’ Meeting. It was a
tremendous day for all involved . . .

Catching up on old acquaintances and
making some new friends were the
order of the day during registration and
after a bout of table-finding, soon it was
down to business with Regional Youth
President, Michael Gormley, and
Regional President, Cormac Wilson
welcoming all.  Fr. Ray McCullough
lead us all in Opening Prayers and
soon it was down to business.

Ivan Croft from Corrymeela got the
crowd well and truly limbered up with
participants making up, among other
things, a 150-strong circle with some
very amusing results.

Sinead Quinn from the Volunteer
Development Agency came to show us
the work of the Millennium Youth
Project, complete with a very unique
version of ‘My Way’ at the end. Simon
Cowell has been contacted.

Various schools then gave presenta-
tions on the work they do within their
schools and it was truly inspiring to
listen and see to what they get up in the
name of the Society. It became very
clear that the future of the Society is
indeed, in very good hands.

The Society's John McDonald and Iris
Corry from the Salvation Army then
spoke on the Family Appeal, the yearly
toy appeal organised by both charities.
They spoke of the hard work involved
but also of the benefits in helping over
12,000 children at Christmastime.

A lovely lunch was prepared by the
Balmoral staff (chicken curry—yum,
yum!) and with full tummys we settled
back for a very inspiring afternoon
session. John McDonald was back on
the stage to update us all on the
Society's web-site and especially the
Youth Forum, an outlet for youth
members to expand on the day’s
activities and to keep in touch with not
only each other, but also the Society
itself.

Michael Gormley then read out the
results of the ‘New Ideas’ poster

YOUTH MEMBERS’
M EET' NG Balmoral Hotel, Belfast

competition and congratulations to St
Columbanus’ College Bangor and
Dominican College Fortwilliam for their
winning entries.

Jacqui Ingram then brought the day to

a close with a ‘psychology of laughter’
workshop. Various forms of laughter
filled the air and a great session was
had by all. It was the perfect end to a
perfect day. See you all again next
year!!



The role of the Office of the
Social Fund Commissioner

The Discretionary Social Fund

The Social Fund comprises two
distinct parts; one regulated and the
other discretionary. The discretion-
ary part of the Fund consists of
community care grants, crisis

loans and budgeting loans

Community care grants are aimed at
people with particular problems like
poor health or family difficulties.
They can be paid to help with
specific individual needs, like house-
hold items and certain travel costs.
They do not have to be paid back.

Crisis loans are interest free loans
that have to be paid back and, as
their name suggests, are intended to
meet urgent needs when no other
help is available in an emergency or
a disaster.

Budgeting loans are interest free
loans that also have to be paid back.
They can only be paid for:
- Furniture and household
equipment;
Clothing and footwear;
Rent in advance and/or
removal expenses for new
accommodation;
Improvement, maintenance
and security of the home;
Travelling expenses;
Expenses associated with
seeking or re-entering work;

HP and other debts (for
expenses associated with any
of the above).

The Office of the Social Fund
Commissioner’s (“OSFC") service

The Social Fund Commissioner, and
the Inspectors he appoints, are
concerned solely with community care
grants, crisis loans and budgeting
loans.

The Inspectors provide an independ-
ent, quick and accessible review for
applicants who are dissatisfied with
the decision made by the Jobs and
Benefits Office or Social Security
Office (*JBO/SSO”) on their grant or
loan application. Inspectors can only
review decisions that have already
been reviewed by the JBOs/SSOs
and applications for an Inspector’s
review must be made in writing
directly to the OSFC within 28 days of
the SSO/JBO’s review decision.

The Inspector’s review is conducted
by post and in the majority of cases a
decision is made within 12 working
days or less, or 24 hours or less in
urgent cases.

On review, the Inspector will either
confirm the decision made by the
JBO/SSO; refer the case back to the
JBO/SSO to make a fresh decision; or
substitute their own decision. Last

year the Inspectors completed 99%
of their reviews within the target time
and changed almost half of all the
decisions they reviewed,

including:

50% of community care grant
decisions, which resulted in
343 awards to applicants with
an average value of £449
each; and

44% of crisis loans decisions,
resulting in 155 awards to
applicants with an average
value of £208 each.

However, despite such a high
success rate for those Social Fund
applicants availing of the OSFC'’s
independent review service, last
year only 1,106 (15%) of cases
came to us out of 7,505 grant and
loan applications that were not
decided entirely in the applicant’s
favour following the JBO/SSO
review. The OSFC would encourage
all applicants to the discretionary
social fund who are unhappy with
the review decision they receive
from the JBO/SSO to write to us
requesting an independent review of
their case.

OSFC may be contacted as follows:
FREEPOST OSFC

028 90 247202
0808 1270417

Write to:
Telephone:
Freephone:

Freephone minicom:
0808 1270418

Fax:
Email:
Website:

028 90230921
sfc@osfcni.org.uk
www.osfcni.org.uk

In Tribute

Noreen
Doherty

St Brigid South Belfast

Noreen Doherty was one of the
ladies who broke the mould of the St
Brigid’s Conference of being a male
preserve when she joined the
Society in January 1976.

She was also to add to this
distinction by becoming its first lady
President succeeding her beloved
husband, Paddy, who had held the

Presidential post for two terms of
office. She took over the role in 1983
serving for 6 years.

Noreen was an indefatigable worker in
the Lisburn Road area where she
spent most of her life, spending many
of the hours of her week in visiting the
underprivileged and also those retired
and elderly people who had no longer
relatives or friends to visit them.

Both as a Conference member or as
President she was exemplary in her
attendance at meetings. She will be
remembered by the few members
who were her contemporaries for her

efficient control and management of
the weekly meeting—never allowing
anyone to be too verbose and
keeping discussion to a minimum yet
eliciting the salient facts of a case.

Noreen sadly passed away on the
25th September and she will be fondly
remembered by those few of her
contemporaries as a loyal Vincentian.
May her kind soul rest in peace.

The Conference extend their
condolences to her family and those
of her family circle.

John Cassidy



Soclety appeals to

Government

The Society of St Vincent de
Paul calls for the Northern
Ireland Assembly to set up a
Minister Emergency Action
Team to deal with the many
problems to be faced by low and
not so low income families, due
to the increased costs of
essentials this winter.

The Society believes that the
Northern Ireland Assembly can
reflect the generous nature of
the Northern Ireland population
to people in need by supportive
deeds and actions this winter.

The taxpayer is supporting those

that have at this critical time.
Those in poverty, who also pay
taxes, face critical times and are
equally deserving of support.

Fuel Poverty
Food Poverty

Clothing Poverty

The Society is also concerned
that mortgage lenders, which
includes banks, will seek to evict
people who cannot keep up with
repayments and would seek
government support for such
individuals and families.

The Society would expect the NI
Assembly to identify recurrent
revenue under spending by
government departments and
agencies to form a ready pool of
finance to meet the needs of
those at risk this winter.

For its part, the Society will offer
all help and support within its
resources to the government
and those in need during the
trying times ahead.

There are immediate actions
that government can take:-

Electricity: Guarantee that
no family with children, the
aged and disabled, will have
supply terminated this winter
because of their financial
problems

Other Fuels: Devise methods
of support for those at risk due
to lack of fuel

Housing: Take steps to ensure
that people with mortgage
problems are assisted to avoid
loss of homes by the use of
mortgage guarantee and,
where not possible, to provide
pre-identified quality housing

Health & Social Care: In co-
operation with district councils
and local communities,
organise social centres for the
elderly and disabled with the
provision of meals on at least
four days a week (hotels,
church halls, community
centres, etc.) Identify the aged
and disabled housebound at
risk to ensure their well being.

For its part, the Society of St
Vincent de Paul is putting out
an alert to all members and
conferences in Northern
Ireland, warning that demands
are anticipated to overwhelm
resources available to the
Society this winter, but that mu-
tual support will be provided
through a central sharing fund
whilst funds last.

On Tuesday 14th October
2008, SVP regional board
member Pat McHugh spoke to
reporters from UTV Live at our
regional clothing and furniture
boutique in Belfast, where he
delivered further commentary
on the effects of the credit
crunch and how it is affecting
people on the margins of the

community.



