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VINCENTIAN  NEWS 

YOUTH’S TITANIC EFFORT 

Undeterred by the weather forecast, over 40 young Vincentians participated in the 2nd annual 
Titanic Quarter 10k Race on Sunday 6th April. Two local schools, Dominican College, Fortwilliam and Loreto 

College, Coleraine fielded runners for the Harbourside event.  Pictured above are the students from Dominican 
College and (inset) Year 8 particpants with Miss McGahan who ran in the Belfast Marathon. 
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The Poor are my burden and sorrow (St Vincent de Paul)    

“The poor you have always with 
you.”  How often and in how 
many ways do the words of  
Jesus continue to ring true?  In 
recent weeks we have had the 
harrowing news of the  
enormous destruction of life and 
property caused by the cyclone 
in Burma.  This disaster left not 
only thousands dead, but many 
more homeless and in urgent 
need of food and medicines.  
The more powerful nations of 
the world and the major relief 
organisations are more  
prepared to respond with aid 
food, medicine and the  
personnel to deliver all this.  In 
this case they were thwarted by 
the political blindness of the 
country’s leaders.   
 
On the heels of this disaster 
came news of great destruction 
caused by an earthquake in 
central China.  Again there were 
tens of thousands dead, millions 
homeless and needing the  
necessities of life.  Aid in this 
case was quick in coming but 
was hard to deliver in all cases. 
 
Daily our papers and news  
bulletins warm of the escalating 
world shortage of food.  Again it 
is the poor who are the first to 
suffer.  There is a world food 
shortage  Here in Ireland and 
Britain we are also experiencing 
rapid increases in the price of 
food, and fuel.  All are beginning 
to feel the pinch and again it is 
the poor who suffer the most. 
 
If one reads the life of St.  
Vincent and Blessed Frederic 
one sees they grappled with 
similar situations.  St. Vincent 
addressed his energies and 
those of his associates the  
Ladies of Charity, the Daughters 
of Charity and his missioners to 
dealing with the problem of the 
foundling children abandoned 
on the streets and church steps 
of the Paris.  To do this he had  

All of this required huge sums 
of money and Vincent  
endlessly urged all who had 
anything to spare to give in 
aid for the poor.  During the 
devastation of the war in 
Lorraine he insisted his own 
community in Paris would 
only have the poorest of black 
bread so that the grain and 
money saved could go to 
Famine relief.  On this  
occasion Vincent remarked:- 
 

“Of course I am     
concerned about the 
community, but I am 
even more concerned 
about the poor.  When 
we are in difficulties 
we can always ask the 
other houses for 
bread, if they have 
any, or we could find 
work in the parishes 
as curates.  But what 
can the poor do or 
where can they find 
something to eat? The 
poor are my burden 
and sorrow” 

 
It is in keeping with the ideals 
of Vincent and Frederic 
Ozanam that the international 
HQ of the Society has  
established a general disaster 
fund the better to respond to 
international aid crises.  
 
However we will have to keep 
our minds sensitive to the  
increasing problems which 
the poorer members of our 
society are certainly going to 
face in the near future. 
 
Vincent’s charitable  
endeavour while wide ranging 
was always home-based as 
well. 
 
 
 
 

Fr Perry Gildea  

to raise funds for nurses, for 
food and to buy properties in 
which these orphans could be 
housed.  
 
Similarly he addressed the 
problem of the beggars of 
Paris organising food kitchens 
aid programs, shelters etc.  
This was while he was also  
organising food, medical  
treatment and somewhat more 
humane conditions for the  
galley slaves, the convicted 
criminals whose sentence was 
to power the French naval 
ships of the day.   
 
He founded a hospital in  
Marseilles for those galley 
slaves who were too sick or 
diseased to stay in the galleys.  
The conditions must have been 
frightful as two of his priests 
died of disease contracted 
while working with the poor 
galley salves in this hospital!  
As if this was not enough as 
the Thirty Years War began to 
devastate the Province of 
Lorraine he organised food aid, 
famine relief really.  Again this 
involved large quantities of 
food, money, medical care and 
even the relief of the enclosed 
convents who were also  
reduced to starvation by the 
war all around them.   

Fr Perry Gildea  



One Conference’s experience . . . 

by Stephen McAnee 

Funding Options 
 
Over the past year the SVP  
Conference at St Colmcille’s Parish 
in Ballyhackamore have embarked 
on an innovative way of raising 
funds from Parishioners. Adopting 
this alternative method has  
increased contributions by  
approximately 25% or the  
equivalent of an extra weekly  
collection per month. 
 
Along with every other Parish  
Conference in the Diocese of Down 
& Connor the members of St  
Colmcille’s make the church door 
collection every weekend. However 
in carrying out this weekly task the 
members noted that there were 
three distinct types of donations i.e. 
those that were made on a regular 
basis, those made on a frequent 
but irregular basis and those that 
were made on an occasional basis. 
 
After some further analysis it was 
decided to examine other options 
that may be available to us as fund 
raisers. We looked in particular at 
how many of the single issue  
charities went about collecting 
funding and how they marketed 
these alternatives to different  
categories of potential donors. In 
particular we noted that many  
people prefer to make a  
contribution by an automated 
monthly payment from their bank 
account rather than by making a 
weekly cash donation. 
 
It was after carrying out this  
exercise we decided to offer the 
congregation of St Colmcille’s a 
choice in how contributions to SVP 
could be made.  
 
Our first step was to make an  
appeal directly to the congregation 
of St Colmcille’s. The Conference 
President, Paddy Donnelly, spoke 
at each mass over one weekend 
and launched the appeal. Paddy 
remembers vividly there was one 
critical aspect to the success of the 
launch “ whenever I made the  

Tumelty, Ormeau House, 91 – 
97 Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 
1SH ). Any conference which 
adopts the scheme will need to 
keep the Gift Aid Declarations 
and a record of the amount  
contributed by each donor  
(easily obtained from bank  
statements ). Each year a list of 
the donors and the amounts  
contributed should be sent to the 
regional office who compile the 
information before passing it on 
to Seamus Dawson to complete 
the claim. The Regional Council 
will benefit from the tax r 
eclaimed and so share with the 
conference in the benefits of this 
new approach to fund raising. 
For the next three years the rate 
of refund is 28% of the amounts 
contributed. 
 
The numbers contributing by this 
method have grown and most 
importantly the new approach 
has not dented the normal 
weekly contributions.  
 
We would enthusiastically 
recommend this new approach. 
It opens the door to another rich 
seem of support. Many people , 
including the younger  
generations, are more  
comfortable making their  
donations to charity through their 
bank account rather than by 
means of  the red box. It’s a 
question of horses for courses 
and we have to keep refreshing 
our approach to ensure we 
widen our appeal to as many 
people as possible. 
 
 

announcement there were SVP 
members on hand in the church 
ready to talk to anyone who 
wished to consider signing up. If 
they were keen to contribute we 
noted their name and contact 
number there and then. Striking 
while the iron was hot was a  
critical factor in achieving  
success”. 
 
Our appeal was also supported by 
information in the Parish Bulletin 
and a sheet was left at the back of 
the church for anyone who wished 
to request further information. 
 
Shortly afterwards everyone who 
had requested further information 
was sent a letter thanking them for 
their interest plus : 
 

·      A Standing Order Form 
·      A Gift Aid Form and 
·      A Stamped Addressed 

Envelope. 
 
Once complete the Standing  
Order form was sent directly by 
the individual to their own bank. 
The Gift Aid Form will not be  
appropriate to everyone’s  
circumstances but if it was and 
they wished to sign the form then 
it was then returned to the  
Conference Secretary in the 
Stamped Addressed Envelope. 
 
The Gift Aid Form can be obtained 
by looking up the www.hmrc.gov.
uk web site and selecting the 
quick link “Charities & Donors “on 
the opening page. There are  
specific rules relating to Gift Aid 
and these are also on the web 
site. It would also be prudent to 
speak to an accountant  
particularly when putting the  
actual claim for Gift Aid together 
for the first time. 
 
The claim for tax refund in respect 
of the contributions by those who 
completed the Declaration is 
made by the accountant for the 
Regional Council  ( Seamus   
Dawson of Dawson Nangle  



A powerful and moving evening 
with the hope that these  
reminders of the past will drive 
us to be aware of our treatment 
of others. 
 
Well done to both Clare & 
Roisin on an excellent exhibition  

complete with photographs and 
their very moving portrayal of 
their journey.  
 
Thanks also must go to Mrs Liz 
Curley for having invited both 
Micheal and myself, and for 
making us feel very welcome. 

It was with great pleasure that 
Micheal Murphy (President of St 
Joseph’s Conference, Newry) 
and myself were invited along to 
the Sean Hollywood Centre in 
Newry on the evening of  
Thursday 15th May, to hear the 
experiences of two sixth-former 
girls, Clare Gordon & Roisin 
Jennings from Our Lady’s 
Grammar, Newry following a  
recent visit to Auschwitz. 
 
The girls travelled as part of a 
200-strong delegation of sixth 
year students from throughout 
the province that participated in 
the Holocaust Educational Trust 
programme. 
 
Whilst the trip was a 24-hour  
expedition the girls spoke at 
length in great detail of their  
discovery, their guide (a Rabbi) 
and the unforgettable  
impression that Auschwitz left 
them with. In particular the  
visitors’ centre at the Auschwitz 
death-camp provided much  
tangible evidence of the Nazi 
barbarity.  
 
Photographs of the family lives 
of those who perished were  
displayed as they would have 
been in any family home, and 
the mountain of spectacles in 
the museum made the visitors 
pause to reflect on those who 
had once worn them. 
 
The talk that was so eloquently 
and sensitively delivered was 
interspersed with thought-
provoking drama provided by 
the much accomplished and  
talented 4th year students. 

� �� ��� �� ��� �� ��� �� �� ����
Sarah-Jane Goldring 

Lessons 
from 

 Auschwitz 

Our Lady’s Grammar students Clare Gordon and Roisin Jennings who took 
part in the Holocaust Educational Trust programme 



A Titanic & Marathon Effort for the 
 Society  

minutes, and although tired, most 
were re-energised by their efforts. It 
wasn’t just students who competed 
from the schools present, quite a few 
teachers were spotted too, finishing 
with quite respectable times!!!! 
 
The Vincentian athletes will raise 
hundreds of pounds as a result of 
the race. The funds raised will 
benefit the SVP conferences within 
the North Belfast and Coleraine  
areas. 
 

Well done to all for making the  
effort on a Sunday and  
congratulations to each and every 
one of you on crossing the finishing 
line! For a list of all the result log 
onto http://www.niathletics.org/
download/1/Results%2008-Titanic%
20Quarter%2010K.xls 
 
If you are interested in participating 
next year log onto the Athletics NI 
website for more information  
http://www.niathletics.org/  

TITANIC  
QUARTER 10K 
RACE 
 
Undeterred by the weather  
forecast, over 40 young  
Vincentians participated in the 2nd 
annual Titanic Quarter 10k Race on 
Sunday 6th April. Two local schools, 
Dominican College, Fortwilliam and 
Loreto College, Coleraine fielded 
runners for the Harbourside event. 
 
The event which was held last year 
for the first time is promoted as the 
“warm-up” to the Belfast City  
Marathon and is hailed as a fast 
training course for many  
international competitors, which this 
year included Kenyan Joyce  
Kandia , (who was beaten into  
second place by Newcastle girl 
Kerry Harty) and Ethiopia's Ayele 
Mergessa  who won the men's race 
in 31 minutes and second from 
Kenyan Raymond Tonui    
   
Almost 700 participants ran the 
10km through the Titanic Quarter in 
the early April sunshine and the 
odd snow-flurry. All competitors  
finished the 10-kilometre course 
within a hour and twenty-five  
 

The boys and girls from Loreto College Coleraine 

MAY DAY MARATHON  

Like the first bank-holiday of the 
summer the Belfast City Marathon 
has come and gone, and although 
these things are by this stage a  
distant memory, this year’s  
marathon is particularly more 
memorable as I was encouraged 
(courtesy of Mrs Niblock, the power 
of the teacher) to experience it for 
myself for the first time this year. 
Along with nearly 20 junior girls 
from Dominican College  
Fortwilliam, I walked the 9-mile fun 
walk with nearly 4,500 walkers 
(mind you 1500 of them completed 
the 26 mile walk later that day!) on 
Monday 5th May. 
 
Since the senior girls of Fortwilliam 
had run the 10km at the Titanic 
Quarter earlier in April, the school 
decided to enter the junior girls for  

for the May Day event. The  
organising teachers Mrs Niblock 
and Mrs Breen rallied the troops in 
Castlecourt at 8.45am ahead of the 
9am start from City Hall, whilst the 
School Principal Miss McGahan, 
and another member of staff Mr 
Donnelly put their best foot forward 
in support of the school’s efforts for 
SVP. 
 
With i-pods, MP3 players and  
mobile phones and a carton of  
Capri-Sun to hand, we were ready 
to hit the streets of Belfast at a  
leisurely but confident pace. The 
starting line provided us with that 
initial carnival feeling that pushed 
us gently out of the city, towards 
the Woodstock and Holywood 
roads, where plenty of locals took 
advantage of the good weather to  

cheer us on from their well-
positioned deck-chairs! 
 
Ten band-Aids and three pairs of 
socks later we’d somehow made it 
back to Queen’s Bridge, where the 
“fun” & “hard-core” walkers parted 
company, we veered left towards 
the Waterfront Hall, whilst the real 
walkers headed North for another 
18 miles. 
 
By 11.10am the first group of  
Fortwilliam walkers had reached 
Ormean Park, just 10 minutes  
before the first marathon runners 
made it back home. By midday all 
the Dominican girls were home and 
dry, just in time to bask in the  
glorious sunshine.  In all a great 
day to have participated in, no 
casualties, medals all around and 
money in the bag for SVP! 
            



Report from the Regional Twinning Committee 

Update on National Projects 
In the last copy of the Magazine we 
updated you on the help being 
given to local projects in Ghana 
from your annual twinning levy.   
As you know, one half of your levy 
goes to the National Twinning 
Committee in Dublin to help fund 
national projects in any of the  
African countries, including Ghana, 
with which the Society in Ireland is 
twinned.  The following is an  
update on the national projects you 
are helping to fund: 
 
 
GAMBIA 
A National Office, including a  
Resource Centre, at a cost of 
50,000 euros; 
 
 
SIERRA LEONE 
Lease and refurbishment of  
National Office/Project Centre at a 
cost of 10,000 euros.  They are  
currently negotiating for the  
purchase of a farm at a cost of 
21,000 euros. 
 
And the next two projects are in the 
pipeline but no decision has been 
made pending the clarification of 
certain issues: 
 
 
UGANDA   
A Micro Finance Project which 
closely mirrors our own Credit  
Unions.  (awaiting the support of 
the International Vice President 
which is required for all national 
projects – see Twinning Strategy)  
and 
 
 
NIGERIA 
A Transit Camp in Fort Harcourt.  
(no decision pending clarification 
on how they will meet the ongoing 
revenue costs on completion of the 
building). 

 
 

Three Regions in Ireland,  
including the Northern Region, 
have undertaken to fund this 
year’s holiday for children.  The 
total cost will be 6,500 euros and 
we have contributed 2,500 euros 
towards that cost, some of which 
was raised by our own youth 
members.  Other Regions in  
Ireland will fund the Christmas 
party and next year’s two  
projects so it may be 2010  
before we are asked to make  
another contribution.  Our youth 
members are very interested in 
the Ukraine and, hopefully, will 
have raised all the contribution 
required for 2010.    

UKRAINE   As you know,  
Ireland as a unit has been asked 
to support the Ukraine as they 
have a young and struggling  
Society there.  You will see in 
Sarah-Jane’s article about the 
Youth meeting in Salamanca that 
she met the young member from 
Ukraine, Sofia Popova, and was 
very impressed by her.  Sofia is 
involved in the two projects that 
the members in Ukraine  
undertake every year.  One is a 
holiday for young deprived  
children at the seaside in the 
Summer and the other is a  
Christmas party for children and 
senior citizens. 
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Sofya Popova from the Ukraine pictured with Johnny Cosgrove from Dublin 
at the recent Youth Meeting in Salamanca. 



The Importance of Twinning     Sarah Jane Goldring  
The International Society hosted Youth 
Study Days in Salamanca, Spain, for 4 
days this month and, as the Northern 
Region’s youth co-ordinator, I attended 
as one of the Irish representatives.  
Whilst the prospect of visiting  
Salamanca appeared exotic and excit-
ing, it never crossed my mind that one 
thing that I would bring home with me 
was the comprehension of twinning, 
and how important it is to us as an  
International Society. 
 
Realising that Ireland was twinned with 
Africa was enough to spur me on to 
seek out as many of the African  
participants as possible. Their humility 
and gratitude was something that  
resonated deeply with me, particularly 
as I have never had the opportunity to 
travel to Africa. The African  
representatives were keen to convey 
their thanks to the National Executive 
via the Irish delegates for their  
generosity in funding their travel. Whilst 
it was disappointing that the Ghanaian 
representative was unable to travel due 
to visa complications, I was extremely 
privileged to have shared discussion in 
the workshops with the representatives 
from The Gambia, Zambia & Ethiopia. I 
was impressed by their vibrancy,  
spirituality and their willingness to share 
experiences and to learn from us. They 
sang before meals and contributed 
hugely to the entertainment over the 
four days. 
 
Whilst workshop participants from the 
developed countries discussed  
challenges that faced them such as 
generating income and rotating  
visitation, the African participants talked 
at length about sustaining the Society  

a world away from the challenges 
we endeavour to meet at home.  
 
Some of you may be aware that  
Ireland has also been twinned with 
the Ukraine, and I was extremely 
fortunate to have met with Sofya 
Popova from Ukraine. She is  
certainly vibrant, enthusiastic, and 
the youngest member of her SVP 
conference back in Ukraine, we 
have agreed to maintain contact, 
and for the next edition, I hope to 
have a more detailed account of the 
Ukranian experience. 

in particularly difficult  
circumstances whether it was  
logistical or lack of communications; 
how they managed in the face of civil/
tribal conflict; innovative ways to deal 
with the amount of HIV/AIDS sufferers 
that there are, Africa-wide, and even 
the sheer challenge of visitation, when 
members have to travel hundreds of 
kilometres throughout the week in  
order to carry out their work. Despite 
the spiritual solidarity that we share 
with our African counter-parts, the 
practical difficulties in their respective 
countries are huge, and quite literally 

Sarah-Jane pictured with Denis from Uganda and Lewis from Zambia in 
Salamanca. 

DISASTER  
RELIEF  

 
Following the recent devastating 
events in Burma and China the  
Regional Board sent £50,000 from our 
own Disaster Fund to the International 
Disaster Fund in the Society  
Headquarters in Paris. The letter  
below is an acknowledgement from the 
Chairman of the TTC in Paris to our 
Regional President, Cormac Wilson.  
 
You can see that the Society has been 
active in both countries since the awful 
events took place and will continue to 
rehabilitate survivors in the worst hit 
areas. 

 

To: Cormac Wilson, 

Regional President, 

Northern Regional Council 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 

Ireland 
 
Dear Bro. Cormac 
 
May the Peace and Love of Christ be 

with you. 
 
On behalf of the Council International, 

we thank you for your generous  

donation of £50,000 and noted your 

preference for this to be used for relief 

assistance towards the earthquake in 

Sichuan Province, China and the  

cyclone in Myanma. SSVP have  

already been involved in emergency 

relief work in the two countries in the 

early days and we shall continue in the 

next phase with relief habilitation  

assistance. These are major natural  

disasters that have caused many 

casualties and brought hardships to 

many victims and families. Your 

timely donation will go a long way in 

bring much needed relief to those 

affected. 
 
We shall continue to pray and seek 

the Lord's compassion to alleviate 

the suffering of the people and that 

they will get over the trauma and 

return to normal life in due time. 

 
Kind regards and God bless you and 

Vincentians in Ireland. 

  
In the service of Christ, 

  
Michael Thio 
Vice-President General & 

Chairman, Territorial Technical 

Commission, 
Int'l Confederation SSVP 

Paris, France 
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It is with deep regret that the Society said 
goodbye to our Shops’ Co-ordinator, Morag 
Chambers.  Morag was with us for over three 
years and during that time, she gave sterling 
service to the Society in her remit of  
improving both the image and conditions of 
our shops.  Her enthusiasm and dedication to 
the job was infectious and her charming  
manner won her many friends. 
 
I would like to wish Morag good luck in her 
new job and her friends here in the Society 
wish her all the very best for the future. 
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Plans are underway to introduce a newly  
devised Customer Satisfaction Survey for all 
our clothing shops.  This is a great way to  
discover just what the public feel and think 
when they are shopping with the SVP.  These 
survey sheets are currently being  
prepared and shops should receive copies 
very soon.  I strongly advise shop managers 
to use them as public input is vital to the  
well-being of our very important service. 
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At a recent Shops Working Group  
Committee meeting, it was decided that two 
Regional Board members would carry out a 
shops audit (not financial) in our shops in the 
near future.  This audit will cover issues such 
as issuing of receipts, spot checks, trading  
under the name `Vincents’, etc. 
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The Northern Region will see its first new 
clothing shop for many years as Derry City 
Area Council prepares to open new premises 
on Bishop Street in August of this year.  The  
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Ben Quinn 

Goodbye 
to Morag 

new building will improve the image of the  
Society in the Maiden City and the high  
standards of customer service will continue,  
albeit in better surroundings.  The new shop will 
increase our number to 32 in the Northern  
Region. 



How well do you know the  
Society of St Vincent de Paul? 

1. Who are the founders of the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul? 

 
2. Which Daughter of Charity (or sister of St Vincent de 

Paul) has played an important role among the first   
fellow members? 

 
SPIRITUALITY 
 
3. Does the Society of St Vincent de Paul only care for 

the conditions of the material life of the poor?  Does 
she provide them with a spiritual support? 

 
4. Which are the main virtues of the Vincentian? 
 
5. Is the prayer important in the personal life of the             

Vincentians?  Does it have a space in the              
Conferences? 

 
6. Does your faith grow at the service of the poor? 
 
7. Does ecumenism have its place in the Society of St 

Vincent de Paul? 
 
THE RULE 
 
9. For you, what does the word Rule mean? 
 
10. Do you know about the existence of an International 

Rule of the SVP?  If so, what is it’s origin and since 
when has it existed? 

 
11. Is the Rule enough to manage all the religious,        

operational or judicial situations that could come up in 
the Society or among her members? 

 

HISTORY 

SPECIFITY OF THE SVP 
 
12. Can you quote some spiritual or charitable features that define the SVP? 
 
13. According to you, how important is the creation of a personal relationship between the volunteer and 

the disadvantaged person? 
 
14. For you, is the SVP original compared to other Christian organisations of charity?  If so, what is her 

originality? 
 
15. Does the SVP depend on the Catholic hierarchy? 

 
Answers on back cover . . . 
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Paddy Maguire  

Blessed Virgin Conference Enniskillen  

Jim Wade 
Our Lady Longtower  

Vincentians will be sad to 
learn of the death of the 
longest serving member of 
the oldest Conference in the 
Northern Region.  Paddy 
Maguire joined the Blessed 
Virgin conference, rather  
reluctantly, in 1945 with  the 
intention of staying only a 
few weeks, and spent the 
next 63 years as a hard-
working and loyal friend to 
the whole   community in 
Enniskillen.  He served as 
Conference President, Area 
President and, at the time of 
his death, he had been 
Treasurer for many years. 
 
Paddy was a true Vincen-
tian, who saw good in  
everyone he met.  Coming 
from a humble background, 
he was very aware of the 
hardships suffered daily in 
many families and spent 
much of his life trying to  
alleviate need where he 
could, but especially where 
there were children, sick or 
elderly. He was keenly 
aware that membership  
required discretion,  
confidentiality and integrity, 
and Paddy possessed these 
attributes in abundance.   

attending the celebration of 
the 150th anniversary of this 
Conference, having also  
attended the 100th  
festivities! 
 
His late wife, Betty and 
daughters Monica and Paula 
were his life and a great 
support in his work for the 
Society.  His funeral was         
attended by Vincentians 
from throughout the Region 
and his  colleagues from  
Enniskillen flanked the 
hearse on his final journey. 
 
His impeccable dress sense, 
his humour, his wisdom and 
above all his love for life and 
for his neighbours will be 
missed in Enniskillen and 
especially at our weekly 
meetings.  We have lost a 
true friend, an inspiration to 
us all. 
 
May his gentle and  
generous soul rest in peace. 
 

He went about his duties in 
his own quiet manner, and  
expected the same from his  
fellow members. He had  
particularly fond memories of 
the annual excursions to  
Bundoran, when several  
hundred people were taken to 
the seaside for the day and 
he took great pride in  
 

The Conference of Our Lady  
Longtower Derry City was  
saddened by the death of its  
esteemed member Jim Wade who 
died recently.  Jim was a long-
serving dedicated member who 
served the Conference as  
treasurer, secretary and president 
at various times during his long 
years of service, and in addition 
Jim was area president for a  
number of years. 
 
In every office of responsibility 
Jim held in the Society, he worked 
at it with thoroughness and  
dedication, and was a shining  
example of the qualities and  
virtues required to follow in the 
footsteps of Blessed Frederic 
Ozanam.  For Jim it was  
important that the St Vincent de 
Paul would always preserve the 
self-respect and dignity of  
everyone. 
 
He will be sadly missed by the  
members of Our Lady’s  
Conference, and particularly by 
his wife Margaret, son Seamus, 
daughter Charmaine, to whom we 
express our deepest sympathy.  
May he rest in peace. 
 
 
Brian Sharkey 
Conference of Our Lady . 
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The St Bernard’s Conference  
Newtownabbey deeply regret the 
death of their esteemed member 
Tim Gallagher.   
 
Tim was a long-serving member 
and was President for a double 
term. 
 

Tim Gallagher 
St Bernard Elmfield 

He was devoted, caring and 
hard-working, and even after 
his retirement due to ill-health,  
continued to visit St Brigid’s 
Fold where he helped a  
number of the residents. 
 
To his wife Rita and family, we 
extend our deepest sympathy. 
 
May he rest in peace. 
 
A McCullough 
St Bernard’s Conference 

Ennes Carey 
Sacred Heart Cloughmills 

It was with deep regret that 
we learned of the death of 
our highly esteemed  
member, Ennes Carey. 
 
Although semi-retired from 
the conference, Ennes had 
been a member since 1980. 
He was held with high regard 
both within the conference 
and across the wider parish 
circle. Ennes was always 
available to help out when 
required and indeed helped 
the conference with visits 
over the Christmas  
period just before his death 
in January 2008. 
 
He will be sadly missed by 
his wife Cassie and family as 
well as his many friends and 
conference members who 
knew him so well. 
 
May he rest in peace 
 

Andrew Keating  St Brigid Belfast  

In June 1997 the St Brigid’s  
Conference Belfast celebrated the 
40th anniversary of Andrew 
Keating’s service to the Society of 
St Vincent de Paul.  It was a 
memorable, joyous occasion and 
little did we realise that Andrew 
would have to give up visitation 
owing to his immobility.  The  
realisation of becoming a retired 
member must have caused him 
much pain and regret because he 
was always an active and vigorous  
member. 
 
It was a lesson in Christian charity 
to accompany him on his weekly 
rounds on a Sunday and I feel 
privileged to have visited with him 
the homes of those in the  
Taughmonagh area even in the 
dark days of the `Troubles’ when 
most of our members   

regarded it as a `no-go area’.  
Andrew never considered the 
dangers as he and I were 
known to most of the  
community, in addition to 
those who we visited, as being 
St Vincent de Paul people who 
did not refrain from visiting 
Protestant families as well as 
Catholics.  He epitomised all 
the qualities of a sincere  
Vincentian. 
 
In the last few years he took 
up residence in the Nazareth 
Lodge Care Village and  
members of the St Brigid’s 
Conference made regular  
visits to him.  However, the 
time came for him to answer 
the heavenly call and he 
peacefully passed away on 12  
December 2007.  He will be 
sadly missed by all those  
present and ex-members who 
found in him a true and 
 devoted friend.  May his  
gentle soul rest in peace. 
 
Our deep sympathy is  
expressed to his two  
daughters, Eilish, Deirdre and 
the late Margaret and to his 
family circle. 

 
John Cassidy 

St Brigid’s Conference 



The Answers (contd from page 9)  
1. The SVP, called at the beginning `conference of charity’ is a collegial foundation that took place in Paris on 

23rd April 1833 in the premises of the Tribune catholique, a newspaper run by Emmanuel Bailly, one of the 
founders.  On account of his age and experience, he was often considered as the `father’ by the other    
founders, who were all students.  Felix Clave, Auguste Le Taillandier, Jules Devaux, Frederic Ozanam and 
Francois Lallier were those students.  It is thanks to Ozanam’s constant and pressing effort that the Society 
has managed to remain as an ecclesial movement of lay people, for the lay. 

 
2. Sister Rosalie Rendu.  She had taken her vows at the Daughters of Charity when she was 21 years old.  She 

spent an essential part of her life in the Muffetard area, at the time one of the poorest in Paris, very close to 
the Sorbonne University.  She gave these young men that were discovering poverty, the address of the poor 
to be visited.  She also gave them the first vouchers for bread to be handed out. 

 
3. The SVP is not satisfied with only a material support.  She also seeks to bring a spiritual assistance. 
 
4. They are five in number—simplicity, humility, gentleness, unselfishness and zeal.  The Rule (2.5.1) invited us 

to imitate St Vincent de Paul in each of these virtues, `that are the essence of a real love and respect        
towards the most disadvantaged’. 

 
5. Yes.  Yes.  Prayer is a dialogue of  love with our God.  It should feed our charitable activity.  As Christians, 

we believe that it is Christ himself that we meet in the person of the poor.  The Rule invites us to ask the Holy 
Spirit for help before our visits so that He should make of us, `craftsmen of Christ’s peace and joy’. 

 
6. Let everyone answer!  In principle, the experience of the fellow members show that the answer is rather  

positive, `Vincentians are called to be saints’ (Rule 2.2) 
 
7. Let everyone answer!  In principle, the experience of the fellow members show that the answer is rather  

positive. 
 
8. Yes. (Rule 7.2).  Charity is also a work of justice.  As Vincentians, we seek: to contribute to reform the social 

injustice (economic field) and fight the structures of sin (moral field), to respect man, in particular when he is 
fragile and threatened, from his conception to his death (frailty is also a form of poverty). 

 
9. The Rule is a document that determines, with legal force, the main elements in the life of a religious        

community.  The SVP has wished to provide herself with a Rule so that the life of the Conferences and 
Councils, and the conception of the poor may be ruled by principles of religious nature, common to all    
members.  All in all, the Rule is a set of life regulations that Vincentians throughout the world wish to apply in 
their daily lives; it is aimed to the service to the most disadvantaged. 

 
10. Founded in 1833, the first conference of charity knew a fast expansion.  From the end of 1834, the need to 

provide it with an organisation was evident.  Francois Lallier submitted on the 8th of December 1835 a text 
that can be considered as the first version of the Rule.  It was not questioned before the Vatican II Council.  
In 1973, after ten years of work, the Rule was accepted by the General Assembly in Dublin.  The present text 
(which bears the name of Rule) was adopted at the EGA of Rome in 2003. 

 
11. No.  For a specific country, the set of regulations with legal force, in the Society’s life and for all                  

circumstances, is made by the Rule, the statutes of the Confederation and the statutes of the National or 
Higher Council of the concerned country. 

 
12. The SVP is a Catholic association made exclusively of lay people.  She practises the charity of proximity, 

aiming to establish a personal relationship between each fellow member and a poor person.  Her members 
are not content with helping the poor: they also want to be mediators between the rich and the poor.  She is 
nourished with a particular spirituality in which the prayer supports action which, in its turn feeds the prayer.   

 
13. This is an essential aspect since it puts the SVP in a different place of the charitable scenery, be it religious 

or not.  To gain the friendship of the person we are in charge  of is a duty for all Vincentians.   
 
14.     The very essence of the SVP lies in the personal commitment of each Vincentian fellow member to take on 
          his/her responsibility of a lay person in a direct way order to share the other’s sufferings, and to help him in 
          his struggle to overcome them.  Here, it is about the fully aware fulfilment of the baptism promises and of the 
          responsibilities stemming from it. 
 
15.     No.  If she is not `of the Church’, the Society is nonetheless `in the Church’.  One of the merits of the SVP is 
          to have contributed to develop a lay apostolate within the Church. 

Taken from Scotland’s The Ozanam News 
 


