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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
SOCIETY FUNDRAISER

Regional President Cormac Wilson pictured with Clir Alban Maginness and wife Carmel,
and MLA Mark Durkan and wife Jacqueline.

Friday 23rd November 2007 saw the Annual SVP Fundraising Dinner Dance take place in the Europa Hotel in downtown
Belfast. Over 200 guests attended what is now one of the most popular dates in the SVP’s diary. Those present were
thoroughly entertained by the Big O and the James Peake Xperience and a delicious dinner was served by the wonder-

ful staff.

The Regional Council would like to thank all those who attended, those who raised money and a special thank you to all
those who provided gifts and donations, all of which helped to make the night a special success.

Also inside



A Message Of Hope For The World

Before Christmas Pope
Benedict XVI published his
second encyclical letter.
As in the case of his first
letter about Love, the topic
of his second letter was
surprising to many.

He called it “In hope we are
saved”. It was time he felt
for the Christian family to
reflect on God’s gift of
hope. In this letter the
Pope discusses the
qualities of hope. He
distinguishes between the
everyday hopes or
expectations which we all
share.

However, even though
such hope is essential for
the human family, it has a
fallible quality. Human
hopes are often unfulfilled
and therefore a source of
disappointment and
frustration. The hope
which comes from God,
which he calls ‘the great
hope’, is qualitatively
different because it flows
from God’s love for the
human family, revealed
and accomplished in the
saving acts of Christ.
These open the way into
an eternal life of love with
God, which will satisfy all
human longing.

The key to knowing such
hope is faith in Christ as
the Redeemer of the
human family. This faith is
not an abstract knowledge
of who and what God is
and does, but a personal

experience of the love of
God made real in the
sacraments, revealed in
the Scriptures, the Liturgy
and the life of the Church.
That includes the life of all
those who share faith in
Jesus — all those who
make up the Body of
Christ in this world. The
heart of the mystery of
hope is God’s infinite and
compassionate love for
all. One of the gifts of this
hope is an awareness of
God'’s concern for justice.

The greatest frustrations
of human hope come from
the huge failures of
justice, which have and
continue to destroy the
expectations of so many
of the world’s population.
Pope Benedict asserts
that ultimately divine hope
promises that all such
injustices will be
addressed. But what of
the now?

If the family of believers
carries the message of
hope for humanity it

Fr Perry Gildea

cannot do so only in
words. It must also make
hope a credible and
visible reality. This can
only mean that all those
who know and believe in
the redeeming love of
God are passionate
about justice too. They
must be the voice of the
speechless, the
victimised, the ill treated,
all those disempowered
by unjust structures
anywhere. Butthatis a
global commitment.
Most of us do not have a
global voice.

Injustice is also a local
affair. The Vincentian is
called to the service of
the poor and since the
days of Ozanam this has
contained the challenge
to be aware of the
injustices suffered by the
poor where we are, and
to be the voice that cries
out on their behalf. With
this concern we too
become living signs of
hope for the human
family.

BELFAST ANNUAL RETREAT

DRUMALIS CONFERENCE
CENTRE, LARNE

Saturday 15th March 2008

Registration: 9.00—9.30 am

If you are interested in attending
the retreat and have not as yet
made contact with anyone,
please get in touch with your
Area President




IT'S ALL GO IN

THE GREAT OMAGH
DRESS UP

Venue: Omagh
Time: Halloween 2007

These funny people, | mean the
ones who are dressed up, are
allegedly from South Derry. If you
recognise them, answers on a
postcard please to Regional Office.
Those keeping Omagh respectable
are Jean and Tony. A superb £500
was raised at Jean’s dance.

OMAGH TRAINING

Regional Development Officer
Linda Savage ‘went West' to
Omagh on 12th January 2008 and
among her select training
audience were Tony, Kathleen
and Fionnuala. What's in the bag
Linda?

(Inset) Talking and listening at the
Omagh Training Session.

Linda meets Siobhan Farley, a
new member from the St Malachy
Conference in Beragh.
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Pat Tierney, Omagh
SVP stalwart, sold his
grandmother’s china
*kabinette for “big

These budding Omagh This photo portrays a mixture of exhaustion

entrepeneurs cleaned up ASDA and satisfaction from Jean, Frances and May. S Chri
style. All of the animals were found ~ Well done ladies, you have survived! Sorry, no | SZIZ Ere St

a good home and we have loadsa T-shirts printed yet.
money!

ney’ at the Omagh



Round of Thanks for
Christmas Contribution

Sarah-Jane Goldring

Despite the fact that
Christmas is now a distant
memory, on behalf of the
Society, we would like to
thank all the schools and
colleges throughout the
Northern Region who
contributed so generously to
the Christmas appeal.

Food and baby hampers,
donations, toys, clothes and
games were amongst a long
list of help supplied to us by
the schools. Not to mention
the Youth volunteers who
manned the Giving Trees and
provided personnel for the
local street collections that
took place across the region
during the run-up to
Christmas.

Your participation,
contribution and
consideration is much
appreciated and encouraged.

We were also delighted that
on top of the new Christmas
cards that sold out quite early
on, we were inundated with
requests for the variety packs
of Christmas cards packaged
by our youth members during
the summer. The bad news is
that due to the success we
hardly have any surplus to
continue with that exercise in
Summer 2008!

Well done to you all!




The Wellington Park Hotel,
Belfast hosted this year’s
“Annual Youth Conference”.
Over 120 youth delegates
attended the one-day event on
Friday 19" October.

Fr Raymond McCullough opened
the proceedings with prayer and
reflection using the Youth
members to present the thought
for the day. Cormac Wilson,
officially opened the conference
and spoke about the importance
of Youth being seen and seeing
themselves as rightful and equal
members of the Society as a
whole.

Judy Colhoun, Director of
Development for the
Organisation “Aware, Defeat
Depression”, spoke openly and
honestly about the effects and
symptoms of depression. One
way in which the schools were
able to learn from each other
came during the schools
presentations. St Patrick’s
Grammar, Armagh, presented a
detailed and very thoughtful

account of the different types of
work that they carry out, under
SVP. Ciaran Reid (School
President) & David Comiskey
(Vice-President) detailed the
visitation work, hamper appeal and
the sponsor a child programme that
they run. Congratulations to all
involved in SVP at St Patrick’s
Grammar and especially to Miss
McMahon for her dedication
amongst young adults in our
communities.

Claire & Laura, students from
Dominican College, Belfast and
Barney from Our Lady & St
Patrick’s College, Knock were
available to articulate so well the
Camp Vincent experience at
Corrymeela. Their resoundingly
positive talk has encouraged
others to consider the Corrymeela
destination next June.

The final school presentation came
in the form of an excellent musical
input from Andrew and Patrick,
students from Our Lady & St
Patricks’s College Knock. Both Yr
14 students sang and played

“Indiscriminate Act of Kindness”

The Law Centre’s Buster Cox
talked about the difficulties and
legalities facing many immigrants who
come to the North of Ireland every
year. Buster outlined the different
types of legal status held by
immigrants from different parts of the
world. Using case studies that Buster
had prepared, our youth members
were challenged to discuss the
situations of asylum seekers, and EU
nationals who can sometimes face
harsh treatment in their new found
home.

Schools in attendance included:;
Dominican College, Fortwilliam,
Edmund Rice College, Glengormley,
St Malachy's College, Belfast, St
Dominic’s Grammar, Belfast, St
Louise’'s Comprehensive, Belfast, Our
Lady & St Patrick’s College, Knock, St
Colman’s High, Ballynahinch, St
Patrick’s College, Armagh, St
Catherine’s College, Armagh, St
Colman’s College, Newry, St Cecilia’s
Secondary, Derry, Lumen Christi
College, Derry & St Mary’s High
School, Limavady.



Another Successful

Christmas 2007 once more saw a
monumental effort take place
across the Northern Region as
members strove to make the
festive season that little bit easier
for those in need. From the
Family Appeal to Giving Trees, to
church door collections and street
collections, our Society was
prevalent in making what is a
traditionally uncomfortable

period for those below the poverty
line into what Christmas is all
about ... ‘the most wonderful
time of the year'.

Monday 28th November saw the
launch of the Family Appeal
between our Society and the
Salvation Army, supported by BBC
NI, and a very successful campaign
it proved to be. BBC’s Studio 1 in
Broadcasting House saw Belfast
Lord Mayor Jim Rodgers (with the
help of the Holy Family choir) launch
this year’s appeal and over the next
two and a half weeks, the Northern
Ireland public were asked to donate
a gift for those children less well-off,
and once again, their response was
tremendous. Collection centres all
over the region saw a multitude of
gifts donated, of all shapes and
sizes.

The numbers of people helped can’t
be confirmed at this moment, but we
can tell you that over 3,000 children

(Over 1400 families) were helped in

the Greater Belfast area alone, and

just under 1500 children (under 500
families) helped in the Derry area.

Our collection points made a
maghnificent contribution and our
sincerest thanks go to First Trust
Bank, Tescos, Asda, Open &

Direct, Marlowe Cleaners, Alliance &
Leicester, Co-op, Travelcare, Ulster
Property Sales, RE/MAX, Curves,
Playboard NI and many other
generous businesses and organisa-
tions (too numerous to mention!) but
we thank you all. The Rotary Club
and Business In The Community
must also be thanked as they

Aileen Coney pictured receiving a cheque from the N. I. Federation of Clubs

Hard at it in the Family Appeal sorting centre in Belfast

oversaw a massive collection among
all their members which helped our
appeal tremendously.

Our Giving Tree campaign in Marks
& Spencer Belfast saw 1,440 gifts
donated to needy children and this,
alongside the other smaller Giving
Trees all over the North saw a
massive influx of donations and
goodwill which truly helped our
cause.

Regional President Cormac Wilson
said, "On behalf of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul throughout Northern
Ireland, | would like to thank

everybody who played their part in
making this year's Christmas
Appeal a success.

To everyone who made a donation
at the Masses and members of the
business community and others
who made private donations no
matter how large or small.... to
those who left in gifts for the Family
Appeal and supported all our Street
Collections and Giving Trees....to
all the schools who sold Christmas
cards and made up the hundreds of
hampers...

Thank You All'.



Christmas Campaign

The work of the Society of St Vincent de Pauland S alvation Army has been recognised with the planting
of a tree in the grounds of Stormont Castle in Belf  ast.

The planting of the Norwegian Spruce brought First Minister Dr lan Paisley and deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness together with SVP regional administrator Aileen Coney and Major David Jackson of the Salvation Army.
Speaking at the event Dr Paisley said, "I believe it is appropriate to recognise and commend the important everyday
work of charities throughout the year. In particular, both the charities present today work very hard to provide for
children and families who are less fortunate than ourselves".

Jacques Ruffet of the Salvation Army and Aileen The Christian Bikers once again called in at Family
receiving gifts from Leona Askin of the Bar Library. Appeal headquarters with their gifts.



Sister Otteran Kiely

Eileen Kiely was born on 31 May
1922 in Ballinamult, Co Waterford
where she lived until she entered the
Good Shepherd Novitiate in Limerick
on 28 August 1939. Eileen was
given the name Sister Otteran on her
Reception into the congregation -
Saint Otteran being the principal
patron of the Diocese of Waterford
and Lismore.

Sister Otteran made Profession on
12 August 1942, when she had the
joy of seeing her younger sister,
Alice, now Sister Carthage, received
as a Novice into Good Shepherd.

In 1943, Sister Otteran was
appointed to the Belfast Community
of Good Shepherd and this was to be
her home until her death. She
worked in various Good Shepherd
ministeries over the years. Sister
Otteran had been in charge of
Roseville Hostel for homeless
families from 1982 until 2000, where
she became very concerned with the
plight of homeless families with whom
she came in contact. She continued
to support these families mainly
through the Holy Rosary Conference.
She loved the work of the St Vincent
de Paul and she would fund raise for
them outside Good Shepherd Parish
Church on a regular basis.

Sister Otteran was noted for down to
earth common sense, for her great
kindness, sincerity, utter integrity and
above all her dedication to prayer.
Her words were few but she made a
lasting impression on all with whom
she came in contact. This was very
obvious in the past year during her
prolonged illness, which she bore
with courage, patience and
acceptance. As one doctor at Marie
Curie said, "It was a privilege to care
for Sister’.

Her death on September 7 2007 has
left a great void in the heart of the
Good Shepherd community, her
family and all those to whom she
constantly extended the care and

compassion of the Good
Shepherd. The SVP Conference
of Holy Rosary and all it's
members will miss her equally.

Sister Otteran’s Funeral Mass was
celebrated in St Bernadette’s
Church, Rosetta Road, Belfast on
September 10 2007.

Reverend Peter O’Kane, CC, Holy
Rosary, was Chief Celebrant,
assisted by Very Reverend Canon
Robert Fullerton, PP and
Reverend Michael Boyle, SMA.
Cardinal Cathal Daly and Bishop
Patrick Walsh of Down & Connor
presided.

Sister Otteran was laid to rest in
the convent cemetary in the Good
Shepherd Church grounds.

May she rest in peace.

Holy Rosary South Belfast

Joe Deery

St Anne
Faughanvale

St Anne’s Conference
Faughanvale deeply regret
the death of Joe Deery,
one of their longest

serving and dedicated
members.

He was a quiet dedicated
man who gave very
willingly of his time not
only to SVP but also to
parish work in general.

He will be sadly missed at
meetings as he was never
judgemental and showed
how to be a good
Vincentian not by words
but by deeds and actions.

We extend our sincere
sympathy to his wife
Frances, 2 sons and 2
daughters and his beloved
grandchildren.

We will remember him in
our prayers.




Desmond Logue

The Conference of St Joseph,
Greystone, Antrim, suffered a
great loss with the death of their
President, Desmond Logue.
Despite failing health, Desie
continued to serve the Society

Eva McGrattan

Our Holy Rosary Conference, and
indeed Parish, have suffered a
grievous loss when our long-standing
member, Eva McGrattan, died
recently after a fairly brief iliness.
Eva was our former vice-President
and Secretary. She personified the
Society in the eyes of all our
parishioners and was an
exceptionally good example for all.

Eva was a member for longer than
any of us can remember. There were
no tasks too difficult or too
insignificant for her to tackle. During
all her years of membership she was
a shining example of the qualities
and virtues required to follow in the
footsteps of Blessed Frederic and of
St Vincent.

Eva, born the 25th October 1918,
was the youngest of a family of six
(four girls and two boys). Both her
parents had died before she was
three years old. Like the others she
would be raised by relations, in Eva’s
case by John McGrattan, near
Ballycran in the lower Ards and later
attended the local school there.

In her early teens she was taken to

St Joseph Antrim

and attended meetings faithfully.
He attended the annual Senior
Citizens Dinner Dance just two
days prior to his death.

Desie had great devotion to the
Marian Shrine at Knock and each
year organised a beautiful 1 day
pilgrimage for all Society
members and the people of the
Parish.

To his wife Ann and his family, we
extend our deepest sympathy.

Ena Corrigan (Secretary)

Holy Rosary South Belfast

Downpatrick by her aunt,
Margaret Hamilton. Her husband,
Robert Hamilton, was a building
contractor and after Commercial
School, Eva became secretary to
the firm until he died in 1947.
After numerous flittings from
Downpatrick, Mrs Hamilton and
Eva eventually settled in the Holy
Rosary Parish. When her aunt
died in 1976 Eva went to work in a
care home in Rugby Avenue,
looking after the elderly patients
there. Following her retirement
she joined the Crossroads
organisation providing respite care
and usually cycled to the homes
where she was needed.

These were the years she
became very closely involved with
the Society of St Vincent de Paul.

Her hobbies were Whist—at which
she was expert, and crosswords
wherever she found them—but
particularly The Irish News
Saturday prize competition. In
general she enjoyed excellent
health throughout her life right up
to Easter past. She died
peacefully at Foster Green

John McAllister

St Bernard North Belfast

St Bernard’s Conference
Elmfield in North Belfast deeply
regret the death of their
esteemed member John
McAllister.

John was a dedicated, loyal and
hard-working member for over 25
years. We offer our sincere
condolences to his wife and
family.

May he rest in peace.

Hospital on Wednesday 22nd
August.

Her funeral Mass was held at St
Bernadette’s Church and she was
buried afterwards with her uncle
Robert and aunt Margaret in
Ballycran.

May her soul rest in peace.




Josie’s Long
Service Medal

Fr McGourty presenting Josie
with his long service medal.

To celebrate 60 years of caring and
devoted service, Mr Joseph
O’Hanlon (Josie), his wife, family
and friends attended a special
thanksgiving Mass in The Sacred
Heart Church, Irvinestown.

After Mass, the Rev Fr Michael
McGourty, Spiritual Director of the
Conference, presented Josie with
the Long Service Medal. Afterwards,
family, friends and Vincentian
colleagues from the Fermanagh area
met in Mahons Hotel. The President
of St Molaise Conference, Mr
Francis McCann, presented Josie
with a lovely landscape painting by
local artist Packie Maguire.

We extend our good wishes to Josie,
his wife Mary and all his family. We
pray he will continue the good work
for many more years.

SVP Shops are now collecting mobile
phones for recycling. This is in
partnership with Acceptable
Enterprises (Larne) Ltd - a charity
employing people who are disabled,
disadvantaged or have mental ill
health.

People should bring their old phones
to the nearest shop.

GORDONS CHEMISTS XMAS HELP

At Christmas the Society was helped in its efforts by one of Northern Ireland’s
leading businesses, Gordon’s Chemists, who have 47 branches throughout
the region. The company felt that they had a responsibility to the poor and as
such they support a number of Northern Ireland charities. But at this time of
the year in particular, the company is aware of the wonderful work of the SVP
and Salvation Army, and all they do to help make Christmas special for the
many poor in Northern Ireland.

The photo above shows Neil Gordon presenting a cheque for £1000 to Larry
McArdle, former Regional President. In addition the sum of £368.01 was
collected from boxes placed in many of their chemists shops, making a grand
total of £1,368.01. Gordons Chemists have promised that in October and
November 2008 they will again place SVP collection boxes in their shops and
continue to support the work of the Society.

Holy Family Helps Out Mater Dei

G Dougan (N&WBHSST), Kerry Anthony of the DePaul Trust, Childrens
Commissioner Patricia Lewsley and Martin Salmon, President of Holy Family
Conference in North Belfast at the recent re-opening of Mater Dei Hostel in
Belfast. Mater Dei approaches homelessness in a different way by providing
self-contained flats instead of communal living, and those living in the hostel
are helped out by Holy Family conference through material assistance as well
as friendship.



West Belfast Mountainview
Project recently received a
prestigious award from
Playboard NI for their
innovative work with children
and families.

Project Manager Kay Shortt
picked up the Model of
Excellence Award for their 'Out
of School-Hours Project' at the
Playboard Annual Conference in
Omagh College on Thursday
25th October 2007.

Senior Childcare co-ordinator
Sonyia Carelton received the
runner-up award for Playworker
of the Year in the Mountainview
Project which has been running
for several years in Belfast's Turf
Lodge area.

Playboard Award for

West Belfast

Speaking after the event Linda all other childcare/playwork
Savage (West Belfast Area providers can look to us for quality
President) said, "This is a regional and expertise in this field".

accredited award and it means that

OUR LADY OF LOURDES BALLYMONEY

HELP OUT

In June, just before the schools and
colleges closed for the summer
Holidays, Paddy Reilly of St Patricks
Conference Ballymoney was invited
to Our Lady of Lourdes High School,
Ballymoney by Marie

Buckley, the vice-principal, to
receive a cheque for £250 for the
Conference. This magnificent sum
was collected by the staff and
students. Many thanks to the boys
and girls.

Paddy Reilly, President of St
Patrick’s Conference Ballymoney is
pictured receiving the cheque from
pupils Danielle McErlain and

Lyndsey McGuigan. Looking on are
Marie Buckley (Charities Co-ordinator
at OLOL) and Brendan Smyth (St
Vincent de Paul).



The Society’s Rock In Ballycastle

Following a Concelebrated Mass in St
Patrick’s and St Brigid’s Church, the
following tribute was paid to Desmond
Elliott, retired President of the
Ballycastle Conference, by Michael
McConville, Secretary.

"What a pleasure it is for me to have
been asked to pay tribute to you
Desmond on behalf of your Vincentian
Sisters and Brothers. As you already
know the concern expressed during
your recent illness was palpable, and
given all the prayers and Mass
remembrances we are all so pleased
that you have been able to attend our
weekly meetings where your insight
and vision is invaluable.

Unfortunately Desmond it was your
own body that told you to ease off and
so with heavy heart you relinquished
the post of President. But | know that
you are equally pleased that the baton
has been passed to Sarah, our Vice-
President, and | take this opportunity
of thanking her for accepting the
Presidency.

Henry Ford, the builder of the
automobile empire once declared,
"Coming together is a beginning,
keeping together is progress,
working together is success’.

Every organisation, no matter how
small, needs someone to lead and |
firmly believe that it was in that role
that you had your finest hour.

Desmond | can say without
contradiction that your eight year
tenure of office transformed our
Conference into a living and thriving
body of dedicated workers—whose
only aim was to help alleviate poverty
and hardship to all who left telephone
messages or who knocked on your
open door.

In paying this tribute | must also
include the uncomplaining

assistance provided by your wife Ann.
Your house was always open to
Vincentian work and Vincentian
workers, whether it was in storing
Christmas toys and gifts, in form filling
or in finalising reports. Your house

was our contact point whenever vital
business had to be conducted and a
cup of tea was always served. Your
home was certainly the Bethany of
Ballycastle.

| remember reading a beautiful
passage from one of St Augustine’s
writings when he asked, "What does
love look like?’ He didn’'t answer
with metaphors that compares love
to a child’s eye or to daisies dancing
in the sunlight, but he replied in a
more practical way when he wrote,
‘Love has hands to help others, it
has feet to hasten to the poor and
needy, it has eyes to see misery and
want, it has ears to hear the sighs
and sorrow of others’. Desmond
your vision of practical charity
somehow equates with that

wonderful description of love.

As | said at the beginning of this
tribute, it has been a great pleasure
to have worked alongside
Desmond Elliott as President of our
Conference. The words bother,
nuisance or later were never part of
his vocabulary.

May your health continue to
improve and once again, our
sincerest thanks to you and Ann for
not only your inspiration but also
your unquestioning charity to our
less fortunate brothers and sisters
and | now wish to echo their
sincerest thanks for all your
kindness to them over the years'.

Closing date for ANNUAL REPORTS is FRIDAY 29th FEBR UARY




