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GOING BANANAS !!  

Funds raised by Conferences from the twinning levy in the Northern Region are helping to 
put smiles on the faces of children in an orphanage we are helping in Ukraine.  See Page 4 
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Where Charity is—there is God (Ubi Caritas Deus ibi  est) 

In his first encyclical letter 
(Deus Caritas Est), Pope 
Benedict says –“The 
Church’s deepest nature is 
expressed in her threefold  
responsibility: of proclaiming 
the word of God, celebrating 
the sacraments, and  
exercising the ministry of 
charity.  These duties  
presuppose each other and 
are inseparable.  For the 
Church, charity is not a kind 
of welfare activity which could 
equally be left to others, but 
part of her nature, an  
indispensable expression of 
her very being.” (25) 
 
It is in the practise of charity 
that the Church reveals love 
as both the Divine nature and 
gift to the human family.  The 
Pope distinguishes between 
worthy humanitarian aid and 
charity which is practical love 
of the neighbour inspired by 
an awareness of the totality 
of God’s love for us and the 
whole human family. While 
he praises the universal  
concern for human welfare 
and the impressive  
organisation of the many 
agencies which can respond 
swiftly to humanitarian crises 
in any part of the globe, he 
also asserts that Charity or 
Christian love witnesses to 
another dimension which is 
essential. 
 
“While professional  
competence is a primary,  
fundamental requirement, it is 
not of itself sufficient.  We are 
dealing with human beings 
and human beings always 
need something more than 
technically proper care.  They 
need humanity.  They need 
heartfelt concern...enabling  

love and that God’s  
presence is felt at the very 
time when the only thing 
we do is love.” (31-c)   
 
Of those then who carry out 
the works of Charity – they 
must realise they are acting 
in the person of the 
Church – “they must be 
persons moved by Christ’s 
love, persons whose hearts 
Christ has conquered with 
his love, awakening in them 
a love of the neighbour.”  
 (33) 
 
This then leads to an 
awareness of our need to 
grow closer to Christ 
through personal prayer 
and encounter in the  
Sacraments.  
 
“Practical activity will  
always be insufficient, 
unless it visibly expresses 
a love for man, a love  
nourished by an encounter 
with Christ” (34) 
 
To be a member of the  
Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul must be recognised in 
this year of Vocation, as a 
special vocation to practise 
love for the poor whoever 
they are in the name of the 
Church.  Such love reveals 
God.  Where love is, there 
is God. 

them to experience the  
richness of their humanity... 
Charity workers need a  
formation of the heart; they 
need to be led to that  
encounter with God in Christ 
which awakens their love 
and opens their spirits to 
others.”(31-a) 
 
The Pope emphasises that 
Christian love is universal, 
open to all, and moved by 
the cry of the poor whoever 
and  wherever they are.  He 
is also at pains to  
emphasise that the exercise 
of love must never be an  
opportunity for proselytism.  
 
“Those who practise charity 
in the Church’s name will 
never seek to impose the 
Church’s will on others... A 
Christian knows that God is  

Fr Perry Gildea  

VINCENTIAN NEWS 
 

Please send all articles and  
photographs to Regional Office  

196-200 Antrim Road Belfast BT15 2AJ  
or email them to us at www.svpni.co.uk.  

All contributions welcome. 



Long Service Awards ��������������������������������  

The Kilmegan Area Council  
honoured 24 long-serving members 
of the Society on 28th May 2008. 
 
Following Mass concelebrated by  

Fr Mulligan and Fr Harper,  
Northern Regional President,  
Cormac Wilson, presented medals 
and certificates to the recipients.  
Refreshments were provided by the  

Parish Catering Committee in St 
Mary’s Hall.  Area President PJ 
McClean expressed his gratitude to 
all involved in providing a very  
enjoyable evening. 
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It was celebration time at 
St Macartan’s Conference 
in Clogher when four of 
their long serving members 
each collected their long-
service medals. 
 
Between them, Brigid 
Cassidy, Sr Rapael 
Maguire, Annie Rose 
McCaffrey and Mary  
Connelly have notched up 
a grand total of 88 years of 
service to the Society—an 
outstanding feat. 

The Golden Girls are  
pictured right with their 
medals. 

Sr Raphael Maguire Mary Connolly 

Brigid Cassidy (right) Annie Rose McCaffrey 



Report from the Regional Twinning Committee 

You will recall from the last issue of 
the Magazine that our Region had 
agreed to part fund this year's  
summer holiday for deprived  
children in the Ukraine. Part of the 
donation was raised by a youth 
conference and the rest came from 
your twinning levy. We donated £2k 
in total and two other Regions in 
Ireland, Donegal and the Mid-West, 
made up the remaining balance of 
£3k. 
 
The email below is from the  
Conference President thanking you 
all for the donations and the two  
photographs (see front cover and 
right) are of some children in the 
orphanage supported by the  
Society in Ukraine. We will publish  
photos of this year's holiday when 
we receive them. 
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Sofya Popova with the orphanage children. 

From: ssvpua@mail.ru 

To: ritamannion@hotmail.com 

Subject: hello from Ukraine 

Date: Thu, 24 Jul 2008 17:37:18 

+0400 
  
Dear Rita,  
 
Thanks so much for your kind 

letter. I do apoplogise for the 

delayed reply. 
Now we are busy with  

the children’s summer program 

and I am driving too much. 

 
I shall write you soon, please 

say hello to your Vincentians -

we are so thankful for help. 

Sofia sends greetings. 

 
With blessings,  
yours in St. Vincent de Paul, 

Olesya  

ANOTHER SIDE TO 
TWINNING 

 
On 16 July I received an email from a vincentian in St Augustine’s  
Conference, Darlington, England.  Her name is Marjorie Knowles,  
originally from Derry, and she needed help in contacting some 
member of our Society in Ghana. 
 
Marjorie’s conference in Darlington had been supporting a young  
asylum seeker who was detained in early July and deported to 
Tema in Southern Ghana.  She had no money, relatives or friends 
and was destitute when Marjorie managed to contact her in Tema a 
few days later.   
 
I got in touch with Dr Margaret Price in Tema who was able to get 
the girl’s details from Marjorie and to meet her immediate needs 
from her own conference funds (Good Shepherd, Tema).   
 
St Augustine’s Conference will reimburse them and the conference 
in whose area the girl now lives will support her ongoing needs 
while helping her to become self sufficient.   
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News from  

Ukraine 



Many of our Conferences are  
receiving letters from their twins 
in Ghana and we would love to  
feature a few, or at least  
excerpts, in issues of the  
Magazine.  To start us off we 
have one from St Joseph’s  
Conference, Apam, to St  
MacNissi’s Conference,  
Randalstown.  Joseph Amoh, 
the secretary, has also enclosed 
a photograph of a few of their 
wards (clients). 
 
The second letter (below) is 
from Sacred Heart conference, 
Accra, who are twinned with St 
Mary’s on the Hill, Glengormley, 
 
If you receive a letter or photos, 
or both, from your twin we would 
love to feature them.  Now that 
we are doing the magazine  
in-house we can guarantee that 
all photos will be returned. 

 
            
            

Greetings from Ghana 

Dear Bro Michael 
 
We greet you in the name of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
This letter is purposely to acknowledge receipt of the cheque for £200 you sent to us through the N. Ireland  Regional Council.  We are really grateful and we assure you that this amount will go a long way to assist us in our work.  Over here we still continue our work which includes home visitation, assisting stranded travellers, Hospital visitation and of course the running of the SVP Centre for the Aged.  
Presently, we are embarking on a vigorous membership drive.  This has become necessary because with our current membership of eight active, the work is overwhelming.  Our Parish Priest (Very Rev Theodore Quaye) is 
also very supportive in this direction.  Once again we are very thankful to you all and we wish you all the best.  
Yours in Christ—Joseph L.O. Ashianor (President) 

Dear President,  
May the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Let us be 

glad and rejoice in the Lord for He has risen from the dead.  Amen. 

During the Lantern Season we visited some of our wards and 

shared a word of God with them.  On Easter Sunday we organised 

some parties for our wards in the church premises. 

 
Please find attached a picture of the programme including our  

spiritual directors Rev. Fr Jude Eduafo Ampah, parish priest in a 

cassock and the Rev. Sisters of Infant Jesus Convent at Apam. 

 
We hope we will hear from you soon.   

Thank You—John Murphy Amoh (Sec.) 

with the Martyrs of Uganda       
Conference in Accra, Ghana and 
their President, Laud Fletchyann, 
and his wife will be coming to 
Northern Ireland to join with their 
colleagues in Downpatrick for the 
occasion. 
 
Needless to say everyone in the 
Downpatrick conference is very  

St Patrick’s Conference in  
Downpatrick was aggregated in  
October 1908 and, consequently, 
will be celebrating their centenary 
in October this year.  This is a very 
special time for any conference but 
it will be extra special for St  
Patrick’s.   
 
They are very successfully twinned  

Downpatrick Celebration 
excited about the visit and we will, 
no doubt, be hearing all about it  
and seeing plenty of photos in the 
next edition of Vincentian News.   
 
We wish St Patrick’s all the very 
best for this great time in their  
history and every success with their 
visitors from Ghana.   
 



Can you get a free 
Central Heating System & Insulation? 

With the `Credit Crunch’ beginning to take 
hold,  rising prices in the shops and the 
substantial increase in oil prices, the  
Vincentian News focuses on a  few 
schemes which may help those not only 
struggling to put food on the table, but 
keeping their home warm . . . 
 
NIE has a number of schemes to help lone 
parents upgrade household heating systems 
to a new highly efficient gas or oil system, as 
well as giving out free loft and cavity wall  
insulation. 
 
Jenny Boyd from NIE explains: 
 
`If you have an old Economy 7 or solid fuel 
heating system and are a single parent with 
income less than £18,000 gross per annum, 
we have a scheme that will pay for a new 
heating system and free insulation for your 
home.  Even if you already have gas or oil, if 
you are on a lower income, we’ll pay to  
insulate your home. 
 
`Whilst some people are happy to stay with 
Economy 7, there are now much more  
efficient ways to heat your house.  Our  
heating replacement schemes fit a highly  
efficient condensing boiler as standard.  A 
condensing boiler captures much more  
usable heat than a non-condensing boiler. 
 
Over half of all heat lost in an average home 
goes out through the roof and walls.   
Installing insulation is one of the simplest  
energy saving measures to help you save 
around £200 each year on your energy bills.  
Insulation helps to make your home warmer 
and more comfortable and by reducing the 
amount of fuel you need to buy, you can help 
control your heating bills’. 
 
Jenny added, `Check if you have loft or  
cavity wall insulation.  Even if you have some 
loft insulation, we could pay to top it up to the 
recommended depth of 27cms’. 
 
By covering the cost, NIE energy is hoping 
as many lone parents as possible will apply 
for either the heating or insulation scheme 
and keep the heat in.  Although the company 
warns that the number of grants is limited, so 
it’s first come, first served’. 
 
 



Warm Homes - Northern Ireland 
This year 2008/2009 the Warm Homes Scheme has received 
£20 million from DSD to make 10,000 homes across     
Northern Ireland more efficient by installing The Warm 
Homes grant, which provides a package of energy efficiency 
and heating measures, up to the value of £850.  Energy  
efficiency advice, tailored to each household, is provided by 
eaga plc's Home Visits team in accordance with the Energy 
Savings Trust's Code of Practice.  The Warm Homes 
Scheme is aimed at owner occupiers and people who rent 
their homes from private landlords, it is not available for  
public sector properties. 

Warm Homes Plus 
As well as the insulation measures offered as part of Warm 
Homes, those over 60 and who are in receipt of one of the 
necessary benefits are also eligible for heating measures. 
If you have any queries about the Warm Homes Scheme, 
please contact 0800 181 667. 

Eligibility - Warm Homes Scheme 
The Warm Homes Scheme began on 1 July 2001. It is 
funded by the Department for Social Development and   
managed by eaga plc.  The Warm Homes Scheme is aimed 
at private sector housing only, i.e those who are owner     
occupiers or who rent their homes from private landlords. 
The insulation measures that are available under the scheme 
include: 

· Cavity Wall Insulation  
· Reflective Radiator Panels (solid walls only)  
· Loft insulation  
· Draught proofing to windows and doors  
· Hot Water Tank Jackets  
· Compact Fluorescent Lamps  
· Energy Advice  

A grant of £850 is available for the installation of these  
measures. 
 
There are three main groups of householders who are  
eligible for the insulation measures. 
These include: 

· Householders of any age (the applicant or their 
spouse) who have a child under the age of 16 
and who are in receipt of one or more of the  
following benefits:   

· Housing Benefit  
· Rate Rebate  
· Income Support  
· Income Based Job Seekers Allowance  
· Child Tax Credit & NHS Tax Exemption Certificate 

(can apply to children over the age of 16 in full time 
education).  

Expectant mothers in receipt of a Maternity certificate (MAT 
B1) and one of the above benefits  
b) Householders under the age of 60 (the applicant or 
their spouse who are in receipt of one or more of t he  
following disability related benefits. 
 
· Disability Living Allowance  
· Housing Benefit (with Disability Premium)  
· Rate Rebate (with Disability Premium)  
· Income Support (with Disability Premium)  
· Working Tax Credit (with Disability Premium) and 

NHS Tax Exemption Certificate 
 
 
 

Make Yours  As Warm As Toast! 
· War Disablement Pension (with Mobility             

Supplement or Constant Attendance Allowance)  
· Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (with       

Constant Attendance Allowance)  
c) Householders who are 60 years and over and are i n 
receipt of one or more of the following  
benefits:  

· Rate Rebate  
· Housing Benefit  
· Pension Credit  
· Income Based Job Seekers Allowance  
· Attendance Allowance  
· Disability Living Allowance  
· Working Tax Credit (with Disability Premium) & 

NHS Tax Exemption Certificate  
· Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (with       

Constant Attendance Allowance)  
· War Disablement Pension (with Mobility             

Supplement or Constant Attendance Allowance)  
 
 

Eligibility - Warm Homes Plus Scheme 
As well as the insulation measures, the last group of              
householders i.e., group c, those 60 and over and who are in 
receipt one of the specified benefits above are also eligible 
for the following heating measures: 

· Conversion of an existing bottled gas, solid fuel 
central heating system or Economy 7 to oil or    
natural gas  

· Installation of a new fully controllable, energy      
efficient oil or gas central heating system  

· Repair/upgrade of an existing oil/natural gas central 
heating system  

*The total grant available in this instance for both insulation 
and heating measures is £4,300. 
N.B. If householders live in an area where natural gas is 
available, a gas central heating system will be installed. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER ON THE 
WARM HOMES SCHEME, PLEASE CONTACT EAGA 
PARTNERSHIP ON FREEPHONE 0800 181 667. 
*If a property requires more than the maximum grant, this is 
taken from the Energy Efficiency Programme administered 
by Northern Ireland Electricity so householders do not have 
to make any financial contribution. 
If you have any queries about the Warm Homes Scheme or 
Warm Homes Plus Scheme, please contact 0800 181 667. 

Warm Homes Schemes - What Will I Get?  
The Warm Homes Scheme offers a package of insulation 
measures, which can include: 

· Loft insulation  
· Draught proofing to windows and doors  
· Cavity Wall Insulation  
· Reflective Radiator Panels (solid walls only)  
· Hot Water Tank Jackets  
· Compact Fluorescent Lamps  
· Energy Advice  
·  

*A grant of £850 is available for the installation of these 
measures. 
If you have any queries about the Warm Homes Scheme, 
please contact 0800 181 667. 
 
 



During Easter 2008, I was part of a 
group that were under the banner of the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul on the Irish 
Pilgrimage Trust‘s (IHCPT) Annual visit 
to Lourdes. Including the lads from St 
Patrick’s Bearnageeha, the group was 
made up of 6th form students from      
Dominican College, Fortwilliam, Little 
Flower Girls School, St Gemma’s High 
School and Our Lady of Mercy Girls’, 
Ballysillan.  We all stayed in a hotel 
together and then in the morning we 
were paired up and assigned to different 
groups who needed our assistance. The 
pilgrimage is primarily for children of all 
ages with disabilities.  
 

The IHCPT work tirelessly to arrange the 
week long pilgrimage.  The disabilities 
are not just mental or physical but also 
social. I encountered young people that 
had come from the most difficult family 
situations that you could imagine.  
However despite their difficulties they all 
managed to smile which was extremely 
encouraging as a youth leader. It was 
from these experiences I realised that 
most of my own problems were rather 
trivial. 
 

Myself and a lower sixth Fortwilliam  
student, Rachael, were assigned to a 
team from Donegal with whom we 
bonded very well and did all our activities 
with. These included visiting the Grotto, 
a trip to the baths and taking part in a 
beautiful candle lit procession. On the 
Tuesday afternoon the Irish pilgrims 
gathered for a huge Mass led by Bishop 

Christy Jones of Elphin. This was an 
amazing experience, seeing thousands 
of people singing and praying, and I 
think, speaking for myself, we felt     
overwhelmingly proud to be Catholic. I 
couldn’t praise the work of the group 
leaders enough for welcoming us and 
treating us all will courtesy and kindness.                   

Parting on Friday was heartbreaking to 
say the least. The bond made with the 
young people was hard to break and 
many tears were shed. With thanks to 
SVP, Fr Gildea, Fr Scallon, Fr Dallat, 
Miss Debbie Boyle & Fr Raymond   
McCullagh. 

 

Lourdes Trip 
Chris Quinn 

President, St Patrick’s College, 
Bearnageeha, Belfast.   
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Sarah-Jane Goldring 

Time flies when you’re having fun. 
This could certainly be applied to the 
Camp Vincent that has come and 
gone. Wednesday 25 th – Friday 27 th 
June was the date that so many of 
us were looking forward to.  It’s 
amazing to think that the 3 rd  
successful Camp hosted by  
Corrymeela is now but a memory! 
 
In total 36 youth members from schools 
in Belfast & Keady participated in the 2-
night retreat that proved to be  
productive, worthwhile and above all 
great fun. 
 
With Lulia and her great team of          
Corrymeela volunteers and our own 
Youth Leaders behind us, the 3-day  
adventure got off to a flying start. In 
addition to the leaders, we were  
delighted to have had the company of 
Sharon Tuohy, the Youth Development 
Officer from the Breffni Region, (Sligo).  
Sharon told us about the Youth for  
Justice Project that is ongoing in the 
Breffni Region, and outlined her hopes 
to roll the project out nationwide. 
 
The programme for the Camp was  
jam-packed and included plenty of  
outdoor activities, games, discussion 
and even a ghost-walk!  We were very 
lucky with the  weather on the North 
coast and we capitalised on it by  

heading into Ballycastle on foot on the 
Thursday morning via Maguiresstrand.  
It really was a glorious morning, and 
once we reached the town, we indulged 
ourselves with ice-cream and some 
even took a quick dip on the way back! 
 
The service held in the Croi on the 
Thursday night focused on renewal. 
The youth members prepared the  
music, readings and reflections. We 
were delighted that Fr Perry was able 
to join us and share in the service. We 
were also grateful for the attendance of 
the members from the local St Brigid’s  
Conference in Ballycastle, along with 
the Area President Kevin McKillop, 
Brendan Smyth from St Patrick’s,  
Ballymoney and Donal Henry, Board 
Member. 
 

The feedback has been great, and it is 
obvious that all who participated enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly. 
 
However, such events could not be a 
success without the help and hard work 
of the Corrymeela staff & volunteers, and 
above all this Camp could not have gone 
ahead without the participation of the 
Youth members: well done and thanks to 
all involved! 
 
We look forward to the continuation of 
Camp Vincent, such an important aspect 
of the Youth Development Project, and 
look to you, our members for your  
renewed support and encouragement of 
all youth development in your local  
conferences, which  can only be viewed 
as being positive and vital to the life-
blood of the Society.  

Camp Vincent  



The conferences of St Colman’s 
Greenisland, St Nicholas  
Carrickfergus and Our Lady of 
Lourdes Whitehead for their  
summer outing this year embraced 
the town of Enniskillen and the Erne 
Waterway. 
 
Departing from Greenisland the first 
stop at the request of the  
ladies in the company was the Erne 
Shopping Centre which was deemed 
a must to lighten their purses or  
alternatively window shop with envy.  
Thereafter to the jetty to board the MV 
Kestrel for a 90 minute cruise of the 
waterway, piloted by Stephen Nixon, 
who gave a spirited and enlightened 
commentary throughout the cruise as 
to the historical and interesting  
heritage of the county of Fermanagh. 

We stopped at Devenish Island, a 
historic, monastic settlement for 
30 minutes, where we had time for  
reflection and a silent prayer.   
Favoured by a very warm  
afternoon with muted sunlight and 
no breeze, plus the tranquility of 
the island, many moments were 
captured and encapsuled in  
delight as to the beauty and  
picturesque quality of the  
hinterland. 
 
Thence to the Killyhevlin Hotel 
where an excellent meal was  
waiting for a crew whose appetite 
was certainly whetted.  A  very 
cordial and social exchange  
followed amongst the party with 
the distribution of prizes for the 
winners of an onboard quiz. 

We bade farewell to Enniskillen 
around 7.30 pm after an eventful 
and well-enjoyed trip organised by 
Bro McGeehan and supported by 
Bro Owen Mulvenna (President St 
Colman’s) and Bro Patrick Stewart 
(President of Our lady of Lourdes). 
 
The transport arrangements were 
in the capable hands of Travelwise 
(Larne) Co Antrim. 

Dinner in 
The St Patrick’s Conference in 
Dungannon recently held another 
very successful Dinner for senior 
citizens in the Cohannon Inn in the 
town. 
 
There was mighty craic for all  
those who were fortunate enough 
to attend and a sumptuous dinner 
was prepared by the staff at the 
Cohannon. 
 
Over 120 happy eaters went home 
thoroughly satisfied. 

Una and Peter Hughes relaxing  
after the meal. 

Anna Cullen, Olive and Andrew Arthurs 

Amelia McCann, Nora McGuigan, Betty McGirr and Girt ie Canavan 
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East Antrim Goes West!! 



`Coconuts and caviar’ 
The following letter was first 
printed in the Vincentian News 
back in February 2003.  Its 
content caused some  
discussion, so we reproduce it 
here below.  Five years later, 
I’m sure you’ll agree, it still 
gives food for thought . . . 
 
 
`Poverty, as they say, has many 
faces. 
 
To many– to too many—it means 
the desperate straits of not 
knowing where the next bite, let 
alone the next meal, is coming 
from.  It means sleeping on the 
pavement in the intense cold and  
discomfort that winter brings. 
 
It means depending upon  
handouts and people’s  
generosity even to exist..  This is 
the sort of poverty we all know 
about.  We may not have  
experienced it but we’ve seen it 
and read about it often enough. 
 
Those of us who are reasonably 
well off, and you don’t have to be 
a millionaire to be that  
nowadays, haven’t a clue of what 
it’s like to be really poor. 
 
We can’t comprehend the  
extreme anxiety or fear that even 
survival might not be ours.  
There are no words to describe 
the abject feeling of total  
dependency on others and,  
often, the uncertainty, the very 
unpredictability of where that 
help is to come from. 
 
A guy I once knew used to say, 
`What am I giving up for Lent?  
Oh, the usual `coconuts and  
caviar’.  Of course he said it in a  
facetious manner and he had 
probably never eaten either in 
his life, but the implication was 
that to give up something that is 
not a sacrifice is no sacrifice at 
all. 
 
While charities such as the St 
Vincent de Paul could not  
possibly survive without the gifts  

of money received from  
individuals, and there is no doubt 
that most of them are given in 
the true spirit of Christian charity, 
if the donation doesn’t dent the  
donor’s bank balance very much, 
who can say it is a `sacrifice’? 
 
It might come as a surprise that 
even the rich can experience 
poverty.  They may not realise 
that they do, but if they don’t give 
of themselves they suffer the 
poverty of not experiencing the 
satisfaction, the contentment, the 
peace which the world cannot 
give that comes with personal 
sacrifice. 
 
Nobody can do it for you, you 
have to do it yourself.  To those 
who have money, giving some of 
it away doesn’t really deny them  
anything, but if they give of their 
time in helping out in a charity 
shop, spend a few hours with a 
collection box, or cheer up some 
lonely person with a visit they 
really are making a contribution. 
 
 

Let’s have something different 
today.  Let’s visit the elderly 
neighbour down the street or the 
old family friend or uncle or aunt 
in the residential home who  
seldom sees a relative or other 
visitor.  What poverty of self-
esteem and human warmth they 
must experience with only  
memories of past happiness to 
comfort them. 
 
Let’s rattle a collection box when 
the next street collection comes 
along.  Let’s pop into a charity 
shop to see if they need any 
help.  Let’s get the car out and 
give the elderly relative a look at 
the world outside the four walls 
of their prison. 
 
Let’s have a little self-denial. 
 
Let’s eradicate the poverty within 
ourselves. 
 
Yours  
Anon. 
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He had a quiet smile and a 
wave for everyone. 
 
Canon Molloy could be seen 
on a good summer evening in 
the grounds of the Parochial 
House with his pipe—and his 
beloved dog Basil—who was in 
his own words ‘spoiled’.  The 
dog just loved his master and 
when he progressed to his 
Volkswagon Polo, Basil took 
pride of place in the front  
passenger seat. 
 
Canon Molloy was a deeply 
spiritual Priest and his love of 
God was evident in his serenity 
and calmness.  He had a quiet  
demeanour tempered with a 
unique sense of humour and at 
times this came across with a 
mischievous glint in his eyes.  
Above all he had time for  
everyone.  You almost thought 
he had 48 hours in his days not 
24 like the rest of us. 

He retired from Larne  
approximately two years ago 
and returned to his native  
Ballymoney. 
 
We are all richer by having the 
privilege of serving and  
knowing this great Priest—a 
man for all seasons. 

Back to Reality 
Annual Members’ Meeting 

The Balmoral Hotel, Blacks Road, Belfast 
Friday 12th September 2008 

St Comgall’s Conference Larne 
deeply regret the passing of our 
former Spiritual Advisor, Canon 
Archie Molloy.  Canon Molloy had 
been our Spiritual Advisor for 18 
years until his retirement  
approximately two years ago. 
 
How could one start to explain 
this wonderful Priest. 
 
Despite obvious pain he faithfully 
attended our meetings, coming 
down to the little school in all 
sorts of inclement weather and 
his advice was always sound. 

Canon Archie Molloy  

Former Spiritual Advisor, St Comgall’s Conference L arne  

He was a deeply loved Priest in 
the Parish of Larne and in his  
earlier days could be seen riding 
his trusty black bike around the 
town.  To say everyone in the 
town both knew and loved him 
would be an understatement (and 
in a town like Larne that was 
THEN something of a miracle to 
say the least).   

The programme for the upcoming Annual Members 
Meeting has now been finalised and the running  
order is printed below . . .  

10.00 Registration & Tea/Coffee 
 

10.30 Welcome                                    Cormac Wilson 
 

10.45 Opening Prayers & Reflection   Fr Perry Gildea  
 

11.00 Those We Visit                           Linda Savage 
 

11.15 Social Justice Policy   Professor John Monaghan 
                                                             (National Board) 
 

11.45 Comfort Break 
 

12.00  Group Workshops 
 

12.30  Lunch�

2.00   Reports on Training, Youth, Twinning, Prisons 
                                                   Donal Henry 
 

2.30   Group Workshops 
 

3.00   DePaul Trust                    Kerry Anthony  
 

3.30   Tea/Coffee 
 

3.45   National President            Mairead Bushnell 
 

4.00   Clare Lodge                      P.J. McClean 
                                                   Lee Doherty 
 

4.15   Regional President           Cormac Wilson 
 

4.30   Open Forum                       
 

5.00   Close 
 

5.30   Mass                                 Fr Perry Gildea 
�
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Happy Retirement 
Geraldine  

The members of Holy Family  
Conference in North Belfast would 
like to thank one of its members—
Geraldine Trainor, who is retiring 
after 30 years of tremendous  
service to the Society.  
 
During that time, Geraldine has 
served as both Treasurer and  
Secretary, and was extremely  
influential in the successful setting 
up of Atlantic House in the early 
nineties. 
 
The members and parishioners 
would like to wish her a very, very 
happy retirement. 

ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING 2008 

Bookings are coming in thick and fast for the Annua l 
Members Meeting in the Balmoral Hotel in Belfast.  Please 
ensure your Conference is represented at what will certainly 
be a memorable occasion. 

St Malachy’s 
Boys Help Out  

The Antrim Road in Belfast is not 
short of schools.  This has often 
worked to the advantage of the  
Antrim Road Shop in recent times, 
especially when it comes to  
attracting young volunteers! 
 
Just before St Patrick’s Day of this 
year three Yr 11 students from St 
Malachy’s College, Belfast  
commenced their voluntary service 
at the Antrim Road shop and  
finished up at the end of June. 
 
The boys, Colum Lowry, Aidan  
Gallagher and Brendan Gillen, 
whilst volunteering as part of their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
appeared to have enjoyed their 
stint and were definitely very well 
looked after by the volunteers in 
the shop. They have even offered 
to come back in over the summer 
months!  Well done to them all and 
good luck with the completion of 
their award.  If your shop is  
interested in recruiting young  
volunteers, please contact the  
Regional Office for more  
information and guidance regarding 
recruitment. 

Busy Time in Portadown  

Volunteers, children and their parents pictured with members of both Portadown 
and Armagh Conferences on their trip to Corrymeela at Eastertime. 

Three members of St Patrick’s Conference Portadown who received  
long-service medals—Jackie McKeown, Anne Murphy and Mairead McCourt.  
The medals were presented by Fr. White and the presentation was attended by 
Peter McVeigh, Area President.  Supper was served in St Vincent’s rooms  
afterwards. 

A child protection course was completed in April and all involved received  
Certificates. 


