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OUR SOCIETY—
SPIRITUAL OR SECULAR?

The Northern Region Members Meeting took place att  he University of Ulster at Coleraine recently.
Pictured above are Regional Tresurer, Ray Brady, R  egional Board member Linda Savage and our new
Regional President, Cormac Wilson.

See Pages 4&5 for full report.
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Reading an address given by
Fr. Richard McCullen, CM on
the occasion of the 150™
anniversary of the founding of
the society in Ireland, |
discovered that Frederic
Ozanam had visited the
Great Exhibition in the Crystal
Palace, London. This was in
the year 1851. However
what most struck Frederic
Ozanam was not the wonders
of the Exhibition, but the
plight of the poor Irish and
Sicilian immigrants often
crowded 14 to a room. It was
the work of the Society in
addressing the needs of
these people, which drew the
admiration of Frederic. They,
as he, saw in the great
poverty and need of these
poor people the face of the
suffering Christ.

Neither the Irish nor the
Italians, at least in general,
are forced to emigrate to find
work and sustenance in our
present world. But their
places are taken by many
others and not only in London
or New York, but in Dublin,
Belfast, and many places in
Italy. Such has been the
fortune of Ireland and Italy
that they are now sought after
places of refuge for many of

the world’s poor.

Already, the SVP is
addressing the needs of this
new wave of impoverished
people. Fr. McCullen in the
article already mentioned,
comments that what
distinguished the Society from
its very beginning, and this
was very much in the
spirituality of St. Vincent
himself, it was not simply an
agency of relief but also a
dispenser of the love and
compassion of Christ.

It is always heartening to hear
members of the SVP insist
that visiting is the most
essential aspect of their work.
This is because it is only in the
personal contact with those

Christmas Cards

There are a limited number of Christmas Cards still available

from the Regional Office.

The cards have been a great success this year and stocks are
now running low, so get those orders in before it's too late!

who seek help that the
unique ministry of the
Society can flourish. “This
personal contact
accompanied by patient
listening and a profound
acceptance of the
individual is a very effective
therapy in healing the
wounds which poverty and
injustice have left in the
hearts of so many today.”

It is through the personal
contact, through the patient
and non-judgemental
compassion offered by the
members of the society to
each individual who comes
for help, that they can be
assured of the personal
love of God for them.
Members of the SVP are
not simply distributors of
aid but active members of
the Body of Christ making
his compassion and love
available and known. This
requires of all of us a
serious effort to know
Christ through prayer, our
encounters with him in the
sacraments, and in the
words of the Scriptures.

Frederic Ozanam, pp.145-150

in Deep Down Things, selected

writings of Fr Richard McCullen

CM., New City Press, NY. 1995
McCullen, p.148




Report from the Regional Twinning Committee

ay Centre for the elderly and HIV victims in Tema/

Battor Area Council

We have now sent on £16k for the
third and final phase for the Centre.
To date we have donated £40k
which is half the cost of the project.
The remaining cost has been met
in Ghana through fundraising
events and donations from local
businesses and quarries but the
most inspiring help came from the
members who worked on a
voluntary basis to clear the land,
lay foundations and do much of the
labouring work themselves.

As you can see from the photos
the project is now at roof stage and
the dream of a Day Centre for the
elderly, long held by our colleagues
in Tema, is finally coming to
fruition. Many thanks to all those
Conferences who paid the twinning
levy and made all this possible.

MANGO PLANTATION IN
KORDIABE

The mango plantation, after a few
delays, is now well underway.
Young volunteers from the Society
and another community organisa-
tion from Tema, COSRA, spent 2
weekends in early August, on a
voluntary basis, planting 240 trees
and building a fence to keep out the
cows.

St Andrew’s conference in
Kordiabe is only about 3 years old
but they are extremely active. As
you know, we fund projects on a
phased basis and have sent on
£2,000.00 which St Andrew’s
members assure us will help them
over the next six months to carry
out the following work:

. a salary for a caretaker;

stipends for 6 boys to water
the plants during the dry
season;

purchase of a pull cart and
drums for use to get water to
the site;

Great progress being made at the Day Centre (above) and the mango plantation in
Kordiabe (below). Inset are boys and girls of the OVC Project in the area.

purchase of fertilisers and insecti-
cides;

purchase of a shed to protect the
caretaker from the elements;

purchase of wire and bamboo to
complete the fencing; and

payment for supervision by the
Dangme West Department of
Agriculture.

This project is being undertaken in
Kordiabe to help fund the needs of
orphans and vulnerable children (OVC

Project) in the area. As you can see from
the photos, some children have just been

supplied with new school uniforms.

Members involved in the Day
Centre for the elderly in Tema and
those members in Kordiabe
planting mango trees have asked
that all members in our Region are
thanked very sincerely for all their
help without which neither project
would have become a reality.

They have promised to send more
photographs which we will publish
in this magazine as we get them.



OUR SOCIETY

Over 170 members and guests
attended the Society’s annual
members’ meeting at the
University of Ulster at
Coleraine on Saturday 1st
September 2007.

The theme of the day was "Our
Society—Spiritual or Secular?’
and the programme of
speakers reflected debate and
discussion in this regard.

After registration and coffee,
outgoing SVP Regional
President Larry McArdle
welcomed everyone to the one
day event. Ray McDaid
started off the day with his talk
on "Revitalisation’, drawing
from the dominant themes in
our three year plan, in terms of
our spirituality and our
commitment to tackling social
injustice.

He was followed by Regional
President elect Cormac
Wilson, who gave a thought-
provoking talk on "Prisons’ and
the work of the SVP in
Magilligan, Maghaberry and
Hydebank prisons.

After lunch our first guest
speaker was Mairead Bushnell,
the newly elected “first female’
National SVP President of
Ireland. Her talk centred on
the basics and ethos of the
Society and the “core’ reasons
why we continue to carry on
the work we do in helping the
poor and tackling the effects of
poverty every day.

Migrant Issues were dealt with
by our next guest speaker,
Buster Cox from the Law
Centre NI. The thrust of his

talk was to encourage
interested SVP volunteers to
get OISC recognised training
in order to offer qualified
advice to persons seeking
help.

The range of people affected
included asylum seekers,
migrant workers, EU citizens
and A8 nationals. Their
needs covered a whole range
of issues from access to
benefits, housing, permits and
human rights.

Members broke up into their
workshops where the many
issues raised above were
hotly debated and discussed.

- Spiritual or Secular?

Brid McGuinness and Patrick
Kane took to the stage to
highlight the ongoing work
that is undertaken by SVP
Youth in the Northern Region.
Both current young members
themselves, they outlined the
activities that they have been
involved in.

Brid and Paddy, who attend
Dominican College
Fortwilliam and St Malachy’s
College in Belfast, spoke
enthusiastically about the type
of work that they carry out as
SVP Youth members.

They were keen to point out
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the “inter-school’ opportunities
that they had also capitalised
on throughout the year
including the odd Ceili and
Camp Vincent at Corrymeela,
where youth members from
throughout the region were
able to share their experiences
and thoughts of SVP.

It was evident through their
presentations and the
resounding reception that they
were given, that the Society
will be in mature hands if Brid
and Paddy are representative
of new blood coming through in
the years to come.

Cormac Wilson then took to
the podium with his first
address as incoming Regional
President, stating that his door
was always open and that he
would like to see a Society that
is happy within itself and
encouraged members to make
their voices heard. The
Society is facing ever-changing
poverty and together we
should take up the challenge.

A lively and informative Open
Forum followed and questions
were fielded on subjects such
as the changes to the levy,
prisoners, and even the choice
of venue.

A beautiful and inspiring Mass
brought the proceedings to a
close as Fr Perry Gildea and Fr
Raymond McCullough
concelebrated Mass.

And that was that for another
year. Itwas a day that
heralded great debate and
discussion among members,
introductions were made to our
new National and Regional
Presidents and a day which
withessed a great outpouring
of comradeship and
acquaintainces renewed.

It was a truly beneficial day for
the Society here in the
Northern Region.




Our new Regional President

When | was first approached by
Hugh McLaughlin (Derry), a much
devoted and wholly committed
member of 45 years plus, | was
stunned, surprised and yet pleased
to be asked to consider joining
such a high profile and much loved
and respected charity as the
Society of St Vincent de Paul.

The year was 1984, | was 32 years
old, married to Roseleen with 6
children (now 7), had left the civil
service and was now self-
employed as an approved driving
instructor. So it was not difficult to
find excuses for politely declining
the invitation—thankfully for some
reason | didn’t, and 23 years on,
I'm still here.

| was fortunate to join St
Columba’s Conference Longtower,
the oldest conference in Derry
dating back to 1858, a conference
rich in quality of membership yet
humble and modest in the
execution of their duties. | owe so
much to so many true Vincentians
who have encouraged, enlightened
and educated me in the true
values of life. We are all called to
serve, in fact we are privileged to
serve. To the members of St
Columba’s past and present, |
humbly say thank you.

In 2002, | became the Area
President for Derry City and with
the support of the Area Board and
the local membership I can
honestly say that the Society in
Derry is very much alive, active,
vibrant and continues to enjoy
great harmony, and can look to the
future with confidence, as I'm sure
we all can, if we pull together.

In 2003/4 | was encouraged by
Billy Boylan to join St Dismas
Prison Conference, and | believe
my involvement in prison visitation
resulted in my appointment in 2005
to the Regional Board, with
responsibility for Prison Visitation
revitalisation. Much has been
achieved (e.g. a new prison
conference—St Pio’s for the
Greater Belfast area) yet much
more needs to be done. In 2006 |
was appointed by the N.I. Office to

Cormac Wilson

Newly-elected Regional President Cormac Wilson pict  ured with SDLP
Leader Mark Durkan and President of Ireland Mary Mc  Aleese. Cormac
was invited to meet the President at Aras An Uachta  rain by Mark.

the 1.M.B. which basically
investigated prisons’ issues on
behalf of prisoners. Since 2005 |
have represented the Northern
Region on the National
Committee for the Educationally
Disadvantaged.

Recently | was invited through
Mark Durkan MP to travel to
Dublin to meet President Mary
McAleese and her husband
Martin. It was a privilege and an
honour to represent the Society
and an occasion | will never
forget and always treasure. The
following is a short extract from a
correspondence | received from
Mark Durkan, which | wish to
share with all our members.

“I want to take this opportunity
to repeat my appreciation for
your distinct contribution to
the life of our city and its
communities. The President’s
recognition has been well
earned by your organisation
and yourself and, | know, it will
be well-reflected in your
ongoing work’.

There have been many changes

in recent times, some good others
not so good. | have no doubt there
maybe more to come. However,
we should not be frightened by
changes. We may be challenged
by changes, but I'm convinced that
our great charity is built from the
bottom up. You, the members, are
the Society, so | appeal to each
and everyone, to please take time
to read the following
correspondence, which | forwarded
to all Conference and Area
Presidents for your attention:-

"Dear President

| am privileged but, more
importantly, very much aware of
my responsibilities as the new
regional president.

The members’ meeting at
Coleraine provided me with a
platform and an opportunity to
express my views on our
Society and my appreciation for
our dedicated members, their
invaluable contributions to the
success of the Society over
many years and their much
needed commitment for our
future sustainability.

contd



contd

| firmly believe the Society is
built from the bottom up and |
urge every member to continue
to be active and participate fully
at all levels. From the
conferences to area councils to
regional you, the members, are
the heartbeat and lifeblood of
this great charity. So, | invite
you to take ownership of your
Society.

Part 2 of the Rule,
“Membership”, Article 1,
Paragraph (a), reads:
“Membership of the Society
requires active commitment of
the members and effective
participation in the meetings
and activities of the Society”.

Our new national president,
Mairead Bushnell, in a recent
correspondence, reminded us
all that we are the largest
“volunteer led charity” in Ireland
and that our employed staff are
there to support the volunteers.

We are all called to serve those
in need and indeed each other.
No member should consider
himself or herself to be greater
or lesser than another. We are
all members of the same
Vincentian family.

| am committed to a “hands on
approach” and will be available
to all, and | would encourage all
members to express their views
and share their talents for the
future good of the Society.

For the benefit of our Society, |
seek your continuing coopera-
tion and, in return, assure you of
my full commitment in all
matters, thus ensuring mutual
respect and total transparency.

| thank you for taking the time to
read this, in anticipation of
ensuring that all members are
made aware of its contents.

With thanks.

Yours respectively

Cormac Wilson
Regional President’

Louis Clocks
Up 20 Years

Mid Ulster Area Councll
President Louis Taylor was
recently honoured by the Society
in Magherafelt. The hard-working
Louis was presented with a
medal and certificate to mark 20
years of service to the Society.
Well done Louis!

Vincentian News

Please send all articles and photo-
graphs to Regional Office 196-200
Antrim Road Belfast BT15 2AJ or
email them to us at www.svpni.co.
uk. All contributions welcome.

Society’s
Annual
Dance

Bookings are coming in
thick and fast for our
annual fundraising dinner
dance at the Europa
Hotel on Friday 23rd
November.

The night’s proceedings
begin at 7.30pm and
dress is black tie.

A superb night’s enter-
tainment is lined up,
including music and craic
with the fabulous James
Peake Xperience and
comedy provided by the
incomparable Big O.

There will also be a
Grand Prize Draw with
some unbelievable prizes
and tickets for these will
be available soon.

There are a limited
number of tables still
available so hurry and
book your table. For
further information
telephone Regional Office
on 028 90351561 or
email info@svpni.co.uk.

See you there!



A Big Thank You . . .

Mary Carton
(Carrickfergus)

Mary Carton retired from St
Nicholas’s Conference
Carrickfergus after 25 years.
During this time Mary was an
inspiration and encouragement to
our members in Carrickfergus.
She was a very active member in
the conference and has been the
backbone for many years not
forgetting her organisational skills
with the annual Christmas Dinner
and entertainment.

Thanks to her zeal, SVP
continues to be active in the
Carrickfergus area. Mary’s
contribution will be greatly missed
by all.

The conference members and
chaplain, Fr Dillon, presented her
with a gift and flowers in
recognition of her long and
dedicated service.

Back row (I-r):- Maura Best, Maire McMahon, Anne Harrison and John
Cunningham. Front row (I-r) Gerard Neeson, Mary Carton and Catherine Brock.

100 Years of Service to Granaghan



Holy Family’s Big Day Out

Holy Family conference members and guests pictured outside Camberwell Court in North Belfast, before
heading to lovely Buncrana In August. A great day out was had by allll

St Bernadette’'s Have One Too!

Wednesday 13th June —the day
after the heavens opened, and
parts of Belfast experienced floods
the like of which we had never seen
before nor hope to again, with
manhole lids floating down the
streets, cars abandoned, people
being evacuated in dinghies,
homes deluged with 2" of water.

Did this deter our resilient
pensioners? Well apart from a few,
we donned our macs, put on a
brave face, looked for the bright
side and headed off with an

almost full bus load towards the
North Antrim coast. They say that
fortune favours the brave and so it
turned out. By the time we reached
the Old Green Garden Centre at
Kells the sun was shining and we
enjoyed a most delicious afternoon
tea with home made traybakes
before investigating the various
greenhouses, garden equipment,
water features, plants, novelties
etc.

Then it was off to the north coast
with only a few spots of rain

falling while we were en route. On
arriving at the Visitors Centre, a few
of the more energetic among us
walked down to the Causeway and
up again, quite a climb and
probably half a mile each way,
while others were happy to avail of
the minibus (free with your
Smartpass), and renew our
acquaintance with our most famous
landmark. Others were happy to
avail of the audio-visual show
which was most informative and
educational and the other
attractions of the Visitors’ Centre.
Our less mobile including our
zimmer lady enjoyed a quiet drink
(or two) in the Causeway Hotel
while we awaited our evening meal.

Many compliments were

extended over the delicious meal—
Chicken Maryland or salmon
wrapped in bacon with

accompaniments followed by sherry
trifle or paviova. We must
congratulate the Causeway Hotel on
the quality of the food, excellent
service and the warm reception
which was extended to us.

One more treat was in store
especially for us scenery
enthusiasts. We persuaded
Raymond to follow the route along
the coast to Ballycastle taking in the
joys of Whitepark Bay, the Rope
Bridge, Ballintoy and a misty Mull of
Kintyre in the distance. Time
prevented him from following the
coast any further, perhaps wisely,
with fears of landslides and falling
boulders coming to mind. Joys for
another day perhaps!!

We extend sincere thanks to Awards
for All for financial help towards this
outing.

Marie McKinney—President



Thirty young Vincentians attended
several days of spiritual reflection and
group activities at the annual Camp
Vincent in Corrymeela.

The camp ran from Wednesday 27th
until Friday 29th June 2007 and was
attended by youth members from
Belfast and Derry schools and colleges.

Although the group was smaller this
year, Camp Vincent "The Comeback’
proved a raving success, leaving
satisfied youth members to launch their
summer, with fun and reflection as they
shared and expressed their concerns
on issues of social injustice.

Outdoor activities were curtailed
somewhat by the inclement weather,
but plenty of challenges were put in
place indoors to test mental agility and
team building powers to help everyone
bond together as a group.

Artistic talents were put to the test on
day one in the arts and crafts room,
where students were offered the
chance to participate in marbling, clay
making and glass painting.

Day two started off with a walk from
Corrymeela along the picturesque
beach peering over to Rathlin Island.
Regional Administrator Aileen Coney
and Regional Spiritual Advisor Fr Perry
Gildea dropped in and helped lead the
Thanksgiving Service later that evening
which was also attended by several
members of Ballycastle SVP.

Senior and youth members alike
gathered in the lounge for hot chocolate
and cake in an impromptu sing-song.
The evening rounded off with a quiz
and some more traditional music with
members swapping email addresses
and consolidating friendships.

The camp not only provided an outlet
for youth members to have fun, but it
also brought together a group of young
people with a common bond, sharing
similar hopes and moral consciousness
to make our community a better place
to live in.

Sarah Jane Goldring

CAMP VINCENT
- the Comeback!!



Dr Cahal Dallat over 70 years of service to St Brigid Ballycastle

Our Society in Ballycastle
sadly misses Cahal Dallat, a
past President, Treasurer,
and Secretary for almost 70
years. Just a few weeks
before his sudden death he
attended all our weekly
meetings and always took a
keen interest in matters
arising. As well as being a
founding father of our Society,
Cahal was a well respected
Ballycastle historian, artist
and author. He wrote the
following:- Ballycastle and the
Heart of the Glens; A
Personal View; Antrim Coast
and Glens; Road To The
Glens; A Tour of the
Causeway Coast and Ulster
Images’ Cultural Heritage
Miscellany.

The 85 year old retired school
Principal was a leading
member of the Glens of
Antrim Historical Society as
well as being a founding
member of the John Hewitt
Summer School. In fact this
was the first year he missed
attending the Summer
School. Dr Dallat was also a
member of the Dalriada
Group and often undertook
heritage trails around
Ballycastle. At events like the
Marconi Festival and the
Llamas Fair he was always
playing various musical
instruments.

The annual Diocesan
pilgrimage to Lourdes was
always attended by Cahal and
his musical repertoire always
livened up impromptu
sessions at the Alba and
Jeanne D’Arc hotels. Dr
Dallat’s son, Father Ciaran,

said, his father would be
remembered as a man who
cared deeply for his community
and more especially with his
work with St Vincent de Paul'.

A deeply religious man Cahal
never missed Morning Mass
and indeed was known to have
attended two Masses on most
occasions whenever the
opportunity arose. This aspect
of his life was noticeable in his
contributions at our weekly
meetings. Perhaps his
greatest quality was his
wonderful God-given talent of
being able to empathise with
those in need. Our meetings

will never be the same again
for Cahal brought a depth of
knowledge, vision and
wisdom that will never be
surpassed.

St Patrick’s and St Brigid’s
Conference has lost an
outstanding brother and
colleague and we thank
Almighty God for having
spared Cahal all his 85 years
for being such a beacon of
light. Our deepest sympathy
is extended to all family
members and colleagues and
friends everywhere. May his
great soul rest in peace.

Michael McConville
Secretary



Continued from last issue.

TAX CREDITS (Revenue figures)

WORKING TAX CREDIT (per year unless otherwise
stated)

Threshold £5,220
WTC elements

Basic element £1,730
30-hour element £705
couple & lone parent element £1,700
disabled worker element £2,310
severe disability element £980
50-plus return to work element

16-29 hours £1,185
30 hours or more £1,770

childcare element
80% of weekly cost for 1 child up to costs of £175.00
70% of weekly cost for 2 or more

children up to costs of £300.00
CHILD TAX CREDIT (per annum unless otherwise stated)
Threshold (entitled to CTC but not WTC) £14,495
Second threshold £50,000
CTC elements

Family element £545
Baby addition £545
Child element (per child) £1,845
Disabled child element (in receipt of DLA) £2,440
Severely disabled child element £980

NON-MEANS TESTED BENEFITS (DWP figures unless
otherwise stated)

Attendance allowance

Higher rate £64.50
Lower rate £43.15
Child addition £11.35

(transitional protection cases only)

retirement pension, widowed mothers

allowance, widowed parents allowance,

short-term incapacity benefit (higher rate)

and long-term incapacity benefit,

carers allowance, sever disablement

allowance, higher rate industrial death benefit,
unemployability supplement and short-term
incapacity benefit if beneficiary is over pension age

Child benefit (revenue figure)

Only/elder or eldest child £18.10
Other child(ren) £12.10
Contribution-based jobseekers

Allowance

Under 18 £35.65
Aged 18-24 £46.85
25 or over £59.15

Disability living allowance
Care component

Higher £64.50
Middle £43.15
Lower £17.10
Mobility component

Higher £45.00
Lower £17.10

Earnings rules

Carers allowance £87.00
Permitted work earnings limit £86.00
Note: different earnings rules apply to

Adult dependency increases in non-means

Tested benefits — see full DWP figures

Guardian’s Allowance £12.95

Industrial injuries benefit
Disablement benefit

100% assessment £131.70
20% assessment £26.34
Reduced earnings allowance (maximum) £52.68
Carer’s allowance £48.65
Increase for adult dependent £29.05

Incapacity benefit
Short-term (under pension age)

Lower rate £61.35
Adult dependant £37.90
Higher rate £72.55
Short-term (over pension age)

Lower rate £78.05
Higher rate £81.35
Adult dependant £46.80
Long-term £81.35
Adult dependant £48.65
Increase of long-term for age

Lower rate £8.55
Higher rate £17.10
Invalidity allowance (transitional)

Higher rate £17.10
Middle rate £11.00
Lower rate £5.50

Maternity Allowance

Standard rate £112.75
Adult dependant £37.90
MA threshold (for variable rate) £30.00

Retirement pension (categories A & B and Widow's
pension and widowed mother’s allowance, bereavement
allowance and widowed parent’s allowance

Single person £87.30
Adult dependent (retirement) £52.30
Severe disablement allowance

Basic rate £49.15
Adult dependant £29.25
Age additions

Higher rate £17.10
Middle rate £11.00
Lower rate £5.50

Statutory maternity, paternity and adoption pay

Rate £72.55
Earnings threshold £87.00
Statutory sick pay

Standard rate £72.55
Earnings threshold £87.00

This is reduced by £2.35 for any child for whom
you receive the higher rate of benefit.



