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We all have our own favourite
Christmas memories and stories.
They help us understand and
interpret the events of this
celebration which even the
agnostic shares.

One Christmas Eve when I was
about six or seven, it seemed
magical when it began to snow.
Christmas cards were coming to
life.  

About tea time there was a knock
at the door and as I ran to answer
my father said ÒIÕll go, it is dark
our thereÓ.  Peering around him as
he opened the door I saw a man
and a woman with a baby
silhouetted among the snowflakes.
My father spoke with them in a
kindly way then reached into his
pocket and gave them some
money.  I donÕt know how much,
and he hadnÕt very much, but they
were very grateful.  

It was my first experience of
begging.  ÒWhy did you give them
moneyÓ? I wanted to know.  ÒThey
are poor and hungry,Ó said my
Father. ÒIt is Christmas Eve, and it
might just have been Joseph, Mary
and the baby Jesus, just seeing

would we turn them away tooÓ.  

In my childish mind I was
impressed by the thought that
Mary and Joseph might have called
on us for help.  Later I came to
understand that Christ himself
identifies personally with those we
class as poor.  ÒWhatsoever you do
to my sisters and brothers, that you
do unto meÓ. 

As Christmas decorations and
lights begin to dominate our shops
and streets we get drawn into the
busyness of Christmas.  

For Vincentians the time before
Christmas is one of the busiest and
most anxious.  

There are so many people and
families who depend on the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
channelling food and goods of all
kinds into their homes.  

If it were not for the efforts of so
many in the Society and their
supporters, Christmas would be a
hollow mockery for many!  

We must try and keep in mind
that at Christmas with the birth of
the Christ child we celebrate the
greatest ever gift, when the Word
of God relinquished his divine
state to be born into our troubled
world in solidarity with the poor
and the weak.  

For all your work for the needy
this Christmas may the words of
Jesus himself be realised for you
and yours:

Òand there will be gifts for you: a
full measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over, will be
poured into your lap; because the
amount you measure out is the
amount you will be given backÓ.

Father Perry Gildea

These we have loved

If  it  were not for  the efforts  of so many in the Society,
the season would  be a hollow  mockery for  many

The truth about Christmas

Fr Perry Gildea is spiritual adviser 
to the northern region

Noel McGivern -
Vincentian of
compassion and
dedicated care 

Noel McGivern was for many
years an active member of St
ColmcilleÕs conference,
Ballyhackamore, Belfast.   

He joined the conference with his
wife, Kathleen, and together they
served the poor of our parish with
great compassion and dedicated care

when coping with many problems.   

For several years he was secretary
of the conference but recently ill
health prevented Kathleen and Noel
from attending the weekly meetings.   

Our sympathy goes to his wife,
Kathleen, and his family. 
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The northern region celebrates
Christmas with two significant events
which underpin its cross-community
strategy.

Many families find this a very difficult
time.   Unstable family life, a rise in the
number of lone parent families as well as
high levels of long-term unemployment
are just a few of the difficulties faced.  

These are exacerbated at Christmas
when there is great pressure put on
parents to provide extravagant gifts for
their children.  Many of these families
simply cannot afford even the most basic
items.  

¥The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
and Belfast Central Mission recognised
this need and six years ago approached
Marks &  Spencer who continue to give
their support by allowing us to place a
Giving Tree in their store in Belfast.

¥ The ÔGiving TreeÕ  succeeds by
providing toys for disadvantaged
children from all sides of the
community.

¥ The event continues during the
festive period when a Christmas Tree
with gift tags containing the gender and
age of a child up to the age of sixteen
years is placed in Marks &  Spencer in
Donegall Place. 

¥The public is invited to choose a tag
and buy a gift for that child.  

¥ The gifts are then divided equally
between SVP and BCM and distributed
to disadvantaged children throughout
the community alleviating some of the
associated difficulties of Christmas.

Children across the northern
region will  benefit from festive

efforts

Last year toys were delivered to over

2,000 children.  All these toys were

donated by members of the public,

churches, schools and businesses.  

Family emphasis too
The Family Appeal is a joint venture

between the Society of St Vincent de

Paul and the Salvation Army supported

by the BBC Northern Ireland. 

It was launched in Belfast when BBC

Newsline's Sarah Travers joined with

representatives from the Society of St

Vincent de Paul and the Salvation Army

to formally launch an appeal which each

year provides a vital lifeline to many

families across Northern Ireland.

All gifts should be new, safe, non-

perishable, unwrapped and suitable for

all ages. 

Gifts for teenagers are especially

welcome as are family gifts such as a

game or a tin of biscuits. 

ÔCROSS COMMUNITYÕ IS THE THEME OF TWO 
HIGH-PROFILE EVENTS TO CELEBRATE

The spirit  of givingThe spirit  of giving

These we have loved
Arthur Gribben
- SVP stalwart

Arthur Gribben, vice president of
St MichaelÕs conference, West
Belfast, has died at the age of 82
after a long illness.

He was a stalwart member of the
conference which he served for a

quarter of a century
Hewas a great lover of the rosary

and could be found leading the
congregation in reciting it after
10am mass each morning.

Linda Savage, president, WBAC
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Sarah-Jane the northern regionÕs first  youth development officer  on the challenge facing her and the SVP in 

Recruiting  tomorrowÕs 

To win free entry tickets all you have to do
is to answer the following question: -

QUESTION
Who plays the Wicked Queen in Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs? 

ANSWER
...................................................

Name ...................................................

Address ...................................................

...................................................

...................................................

Town ...................................................

Postcode ...................................................

Phone ...................................................

Send your entry to 
Vincentian News Competition
St Vincent de Paul
196 Ð 200 Antrim Road
Belfast BT15 2AJ
In time to arrive before 31 December 2005
The winner of the Belfast Giants
competition in the last issue was Paddy
Stewart, 22 Fairview Avenue, Whitehead,
Carrickfergus BT38 9NU.

Hi-ho, hi-ho 

Ðit Õs off to the panto you could go!
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs returns
to the Grand Opera House to provide fun
for both kids and adults.

Singing sensation Linda Nolan should be
prepared to receive lots of hissing and booing
in her role as the Wicked Queen! 

Also leading the cast will be the popular
May McFettridge who plays Nurse May and
celebrates her 15th year starring in the Grand
Opera House panto.

The beautiful Claire Doyle plays Snow
White with ÔPanto IdolÕ winner, Mark
Adamson, from Portstewart as the heroic
Prince. 

Local comic favourites, William Caulfield
and Paddy Jenkins, play Muddles and
Chambers and Eamonn Holmes features as
the ÔMan in the MirrorÕ.

As part of i ts development
programme the northern region
has appointed a youth
development officer Sarah-Jane
Loughrey.

Vincentian News invited her to
introduce herself to its readers.

ÔAlthough new to the role I have
agood working knowledge of SVP,
its practices, aims and functions
since  I was involved with the SVP
quite a while ago with the St.
CaniceÕs conference in Limavady
when a schoolgirl!

ÔThen at Coleraine, I became
involved with CLC (Christian Life
Community). 

ÔThis included visitation of the
elderly within the local folds and
elderly homes in the Coleraine
area: these gave me great insight
into how our presence as
schoolchildren lifted the spirits and
voices of the elderly residents! 

ÔAgain, as a student in England, I
became involved with the SCA
(Student Community Action), as a
volunteer. 

ÔI participated in school
mentoring, holiday clubs, soup
runs and stints in the homeless
hostels. These experiences taught
me more about deprivation,
loneliness and society in general
than any honours degree. 

ÔFurthermore, participating in
such projects provided me with the
opportunity to socialise with like-
minded people.

ÔMy working background to date
has been in the civil service, and
more recently within the voluntary
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ment officer  on the challenge facing her and the SVP in 

Vincentians
& community sector. Outside
work, I am heavily involved with
the local camogie club.

Shared challenge
ÔMy new position presents a great

challenge, both to the Society and
myself.

ÔThere is a wealth of talent,
enthusiasm and commitment
within the youth of SVP, so the
challenge for me is to harness it (as
best I can), and to ensure that it is
put to good use throughout the
communities of Northern Ireland,
where it is needed most. 

ÔThe fact is, that the abundance
of sterling work carried out by our
youth, and its development, will
help to counter-act the negative
view of young people which is so
often flaunted in the media.

ÔIt will enable the young
members of our Society to

showcase their work, views and
desires for the Society; to share
ideas with other youth members,
and perhaps even chat to the senior
conferences about the pressures
and problems facing todayÕs youth. 

ÔUltimately it is the youth of
today who are at the interface of an
ever-evolving Society; who better
to take our cue from? 

ÔEqually important is the fact
that the youth of today are
tomorrowÕs generation, without
youth participation, the future is
bleak and daunting. 

ÔMoreover, the spirit and passion
of youth are attributes from which
any organisation can only benefit.

ÒWe need the enthusiasm of the
young. We need their joie de vivre.
The young know how to express
this joy in their own special wayÓ

(John Paul II)

Sarah-JaneÕs appointment
coincided with the regionÕs second
annual youth conference in the
Wellington Park Hotel, Belfast, the
photographs from which on this
and following pages demonstrate
the new found vigour and strength
of the SVP in the northern region
under its president Michael
Gormley.

Future perfect
Sarah-Jane in the newly created post

of youth development officer is
optimistic about the future

These we have loved
Dan McAteer Ð
champion of the
disadvantaged
The sudden death of Dan
McAteer at the age of eighty has
robbed the Society of St Vincent
de Paul of a great friend and the
wider community of an
endearing personality.

St GerardÕs conference in north
Belfast, which was established in
1972 with Eoin Higgins as
president, was certainly privileged
when Dan took his place amongst
its first small group of members.  

During the ensuing years, Dan
was unstinting in his enthusiasm
and commitment to the conference
and was a wonderful ambassador

for the Society.  
He was a strong champion of the

disadvantaged and the
marginalized in society and always
tried to see the best in everybody.
His kindness, tolerance, integrity
and great spirituality are
remembered by all who knew him.  

A familiar sight, holding the red
box outside St GerardÕs church at
weekend masses, Dan indeed
touched the lives of many people.

An accountant by profession,
Dan was our conference treasurer
for many years until just a few
months before his death.  He was
meticulous in preparing the
conference accounts and was
always ready to advise on financial
matters.

Dan was one of natureÕs
gentlemen Ð modest and
unassuming Ð a wonderful

character with a delightful sense of
humour and a ready smile that lit
up a room.  He had an exceptional
ability to relate to all manner of
people and was a most loyal friend.  

Dan was a great family man and
visitors to the McAteer household
were always assured of a warm
welcome from Dan and his wife,
Emily.  Dan is survived by Emily,
their two sons, Aidan and Donal,
and their daughter Maeve.  

He is and will be sadly missed.
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A mammoth consultation  programme is taking  place across the northern region to determine

The shape of SVP in the next generation
The future of the northern region
and its members may change as a
result of a consultation
programme which is currently
nearing completion.

By the end of the year a visiting
team of two of the regionÕs board
members Ð Linda Savage and
Raymonde McDaid Ð will have
recorded the views of the 190
conferences and their 2,187
volunteers to the recently published
Three Year Plan.

This massive undertaking Ð the
first to have taken place since the first
northern conference was established
over a hundred and fifty years ago is
looking at root and branch reform of
an organisation that is one of the 

largest voluntary bodies in the
country and one that is making a
major contribution to cross-
community relations.

ÒWe hope the plan will enable the
Society to grow and prosper in its
work for the next generation,Ó said
Linda.

Raymonde said ÒThe consultation
programme has given members the
opportunity to air their views,
concerns, ideas, and criticisms on the
future before an agreed plan is
handed over to an implementation
team.

The outline plan covers social
justice and policy issues as well as
those relating to  membership
including:-

¥conference revitalisation 
¥spirituality programme
¥membership guidelines
¥leadership development and
¥training

It also includes:-
¥Review of the SVP structure

¥Good employer programme
¥ Key performance and resources,

always an issue close to the hearts of
conferences and area councils

The consultation programme
reminds members that the northern
region is one of thirteen in Ireland
and the largest outside Dublin.

They are also assured that the
region will insist on getting value for
money on anything that it would
Ôbuy intoÕ and that any project will
be carefully planned to ensure its
viability as an investment for all
members and those they serve.

Even before the plan is formalised
there are significant developments
taking place.

Youth development
Funding for youth development

has been secured for four years
from:-

¥Immaculate Conception, 
Newcastle

¥St GerardÕs, North Belfast 



THE SVP YOUTH  CONFERENCE
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g place across the northern region to determine

n the next generation
¥Derry City area council
¥St PatrickÕs conference, 
Warrenpoint
As a result, Sarah-Jane Loughery

from Limavady has begun her work
of setting up new youth conferences
and assisting and nurturing those
already in place.

As an employer SVP has agreed to
fair employment and equal
opportunity legislation in regard to
age and  sex discrimination. 

It also liaises with the Labour
Relations Agency and PECS (pre
employment consultancy service).

Membership data
The northern region has a database

in place which is updated to reflect
any change in membership.

SVP has piloted ID cards for the
past few years and there has been a
high percentage take-up, vital to any
organisation.

Any member who has not applied
for an ID card should do so.  Each
conference president should send

two recent photos, name, and
address of member to the regional
office.

A sharing fund was set up over 20
years ago by the northern region to
assist visitation conferences
experiencing financial difficulty. 

Shops co-ordination
A team led by Ben Quinn from

Omagh has been working for several
years and has put in place Morag
Chambers as shop co-ordinator to
ensurethat all shops comply with the
uniformity agreed by its members.

For example all shops now trade
under the  same name ÔVincentÕs,
staff receive similar wages and
contracts and are  trained in health
and safety at work issues as well  as
given guidance on dealing with
customers.

Corporate image
Northern region has its own

website up and running and to date

over 44,000 internet users have
visited it.

A recent enhancement is a forum
devoted to youth and their activities.

One key corporate message is that
SVP is not just a Christmas charity
but that it operates on behalf of the
needy for 365 days a year.

Special projects
There are child care programmes in

West Belfast and Lurgan while
Belfast also runs breakfast and home
work.

Other special tasks include
furniture collection and delivery,
visitations to prisons and hospitals
and holiday programmes at Clare
Lodge.
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This year for the first time the St Vincent de PaulÕs
fundraising ball was held at the Hilton  Hotel, Belfast,
when members of the northern region got together
with friends from the business community to raise
much needed funds on behalf of the needy in all
communities.

The event included an auction and Grand Draw.
It was the Ônight of the yearÕ for many members who

represented conferences from across the region as these
photographs show.

SVP MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN REGION
GET TOGETHER IN AID OF CHARITY

High time at the Hilton
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Christmas is upon us again and for
the SVP shops, as for the rest of
the Society, this means a lot of
extra work. Donations increase as
parents clear out cupboards and
drawers ready for SantaÕs next visit,
and all these donations all must be
sorted and displayed. 

Many shops organise ballots to
raise money, often they are involved
in the preparation of hampers. 

Like all retail outlets, working in
the SVP shops can be hectic during
the Christmas season. However,
unlike other retailers, our shops are
there to provide an added service. 

Lonely time
For some people Christmas is a

lonely time, a time when they need
help, when their problems seem all
the moredifficult. 

ItÕs now that they need to see a
friendly face, to be able to chat and
have a joke with someone, and to
know that they will be treated as an
individual and not just as an
opportunity to make a sale. 

Often it is the volunteers and staff
in the SVP shops who provide this
vital contact and all credit must go to
them for the fantastic job they do.

They get alongside people, listen to
them, sympathise with them and
give them the best gift of all Ð 

a smile!

Shops news
- The window display competition
has just finished.
Thank you to all the shops that took
part! Photographs of all entrants will
be included in the next edition of
Vincentian News, along with a
feature on the winners.

- The mystery shopper is currently
making his/her way around the
region so look out for a mysterious
stranger!

Morag Chambers, SVP shops coordinato r, on the special
gift  VincentÕs shops can offer its customers says

YOU CANÕT PUT A
VALUE ON A SMILE

Networker Morag Chambers recently took up her post as coordinator of
the network of VincentÕs shops throughout the northern region



St AnneÕs celebrates its half century
The fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of St AnneÕs, Dunmurry,
conference has been celebrated
with a special concelebrated mass
and reunion of members.

Mass was celebrated by Very Rev
Edward OÕDonnell, present spiritual
director of the conference,  and he
was assisted by Rt. Rev. Dean
Brendan McGee,  founder member
and first spiritual director, Rt Rev
Monsignor Thomas Bartley,   former
spiritual director and Rev Patrick
Winkle.

Over 80 members present and past
with friends and guests, some of
whom travelled from various parts of
Ireland and from Scotland, took part
in the celebration and following mass
there was a very enjoyable reunion
and social evening at Dunmurry golf
club.

The conference was founded in
1955 and was aggregated into the
Society in 1956. 

There were eight members led by
Fr Brendan McGee and the first
president was William McCarthy.

Growing strength
St AnneÕs conference has gone from

strength to strength since those early
days and todayÕs conference has
seventeen members.  Two members
assist a neighbouring conference
where there is a considerable
workload.

Three long serving members John
Dunne, James Leeson and Kathleen
Cunningham were unable to attend
the celebration due to illness.  

We wish them well and pray for
their recovery.

The core work of the Society
seeking out need in the community
has continued from the beginnings
of our conference and today
members are engaged in a range of
activities, home and hospital
visitations and others to residential
and nursing homes in the area.  

Our members also assist with the

organisation of the senior citizens
club and a weekly coffee morning.

Through conference fundraising
members give assistance to the
Welcome Centrefor homeless people
in the inner city and the conference
also supports the breakfast and after
school club project in West Belfast.

We celebrate 50 years of St AnneÕs
conference with joy knowing that the
members gave of their time,
possessions and themselves selflessly 

in seeking out the poor and needy
in our midst and the members today
look forward to the continuation of
the work of the Gospel in bringing
the good news to the poor.

The president and members of St
AnneÕs conference take this
opportunity to thank the many
friends and benefactors for their
unfailing generosity over all these
years.

Rose Ferguson, president

Moment of celebration Front row Ð left to right Rt Rev. Dean Brendan
McGee, Eileen Copeland, Joseph McKenna, vice president, Very Rev. Edward
OÕDonnell, Rose Ferguson, president, Tom Mulligan, vice-president, Terry
Lacey, Rt. Rev. Monsignor Thomas Bartlett.  Back row Ð left to right Carol
Downey, secretary, Ray Brady, Jack Boyle, Nan McCormick, treasurer,
Rosemary McLaughlin, Michael Rafferty, Thomas Ward, Anne Lacey

ÔUnfaltering devotionÕ earns
SVP medal for  Jim Kelly

Jim Kelly of Dungannon has
received a long service
certificate and SVP medal for
50 years dedicated to the
Society of St Vincent de Paul.
The ceremony was held in the

Ozanam House Union Place
during the summer where mass
was concelebrated by Monsignor
Liam McEnteggart in front of 50
members representing
conferences within the East
Tyrone area.  

Thanking Jim for all his hard
work and commitment over the
years, Se‡n Campbell (regional
vice president &  East Tyrone area 

president) praised Jim for his
unfaltering devotion to helping
those most in need in the
community.
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St Malachy feast
day celebrated in

Armagh

An address in Armagh - 19-21 Ogle
Street - is the home of St. Patrick's
conference: it is also, according to
tradition, the birthplace of St.
Malachy.

To celebrate his feast day four
conference members, Patrick
McArdle, Kieran Grimly, Turlough
Toner and Francie Morris carried a
relic of St Malachy from the SVP
centre to St Malachy's chapel, Irish
Street, for an evening mass
celebrated by Right Reverend
Monsignor Sean Cahill Enniskillen,
dean &  vicar general of the diocese
of Clogher.

East Down marks
long service 

On the feast of St Vincent de Paul
the East Down conferences got
together for an enjoyable dinner
at St JustineÕs restaurant
Downpatrick. 

During the evening the area
president, Michael Hood, made a
presentation to Canon Brendan
Murray, the areaÕs spiritual adviser,
on the occasion of his retirement for
health reasons.

St PatrickÕs conference also marked
the occasion with a gift.

St PatrickÕs conference president,
Sean Connor, presented Maura
Quiery with a gift to mark forty
years service with St Vincent de
Paul.

Maura remains an active and
dedicated member and her
organizing skills are well known
while her caring nature has endeared
her to all.

LoveÕs labour in a collection box
Quietly they stand after 

week-end Masses
in all weathers, at all the doors,

presenting that dark red reminder 
of hidden pain and poverty,
of love lost and loneliness; 

of hope restored,
dignity rekindled

and friendships reignited.

Their mantra is to love,
to visit, to listen and to give,

to grow self-help
And fight for social justice

This life boat in the hostile sea
Of those the rising economic tide

has swamped,
or unfair inheritance

has rendered rudderless.

I scramble a few coins into the box
amid profuse thanksÉ.

and journey onwards
for my breakfast and the Sunday

papers
....but with a lighter step.
Love's labour's never lost.

Tom Maguire

Multi-tasked Sean McCloskey
receives medal for fifty  years service
Sean McCloskey, Dungiven, was
presented with a medal and long
service certificate from Fr Kevin
McKenna, Dungiven, in
recognition of 50 years of service
to the St. Patrick's conference.  

Sean has been secretary, treasurer
and president of the conference

during his fifty years of dedicated
service to the St Vincent de Paul
Society.

In the picture Patrick McMacken,
president, presents a bouquet of
flowers to Carmel McCloskey, wife
of Sean, in the company of Fr Kevin
McKenna, Dungiven and Sean.
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With ÔFacing the ChallengeÕ as the
theme of the day, over 100 youth
members, invited guests and teachers
arrived in the Wellington Park hotel
in Belfast for the second annual SVP
youth conference.  

Schools from all over the Region
came together to demonstrate that

SVP youth is continuing to grow
and develop throughout our
communities.  

The event was a huge success for all
participants, with everyone having
the opportunity to share their ideas
and experiences with other young
members.

The day the one hundred SVP enthusiasts 

FACED THE CHALLENGE

A conference president with  special responsibility
(with  Rapid Response Ambulance) asks

ARE YOU PREPARED?
As recently installed president of
Saint ColmcilleÕs conference in
Holywood, I  would like to bring
to the attention of other
conferences the importance of
providing first aid cover at Society
of St Vincent de Paul events.

I have been in the Society for
twenty-two years and am happily
married to Patricia, we have three
children.  

I have been employed as a
paramedic with the Northern Ireland
Ambulance Service for eighteen
years. 

Together with Brendan Hawkins
(also a paramedic) and Susan
Bowman (nurse), we have given
assistance to senior citizens who have
taken ill  on bus trips and other social
events organised by the conference.  

On two occasions they required
admission to hospital for emergency
treatment.

Gratitude to non-members

Susan and Brendan who are not
members of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, voluntary take unpaid leave
from work to cover such events. 

They are to be congratulated for
the charitable work they do over the
years and the conference owes them
agreat debt of gratitude.  

I believe when organising such
events; suitably qualified members
with first aid experience should
always be present, thus fulfilling our
duty of care.  

Conferences should have
procedures in place in case of an
emergency, which may occur at any
time. 

Remember the scoutsÕ motto
Ôalways be preparedÕ.

Peter Noel Logan, 
conference president

It was Tom Lyon (assistant youth
development officer for SVP in
England and Wales) with his
enjoyable ÔicebreakersÕ who started
the day off so well.

With everybody immediately
feeling relaxed after some fun
activities, it was much easier to freely
chat about the work of our
conferences with the help of posters
that each school had prepared.  

ÒThroughout the day, we
participated in various different
activities and listened to several talks
on racism and other issues that SVP
are currently dealing with.  

We heard from David Carlin, a
member of the Anti-Racism
Movement, who informed us of his
personal encounters with racism and
how we can help to encourage
tolerance among society.

Kathy Donnelly from Armagh
reported on how their conference
were assisting many immigrants
defeat the problems they faced, such
as language barriers, employment
and housing difficulties.

Finally, Ciaran Liggett from
regional office spoke to us about the
SVP website and its youth forum
where all youth members can post
details of any activities or events
planned by their conferences.
Claire O'Neill, president, Lumen
Christi College youth conference,
Derry


