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If it were not for the efforts of so many in the Society,
the seasonwould be a hollow mockery for many

The truth about Christmas

We all have our own favourite
Christmasmemoriesand stories.
They help us understand and
interpret the events of this
celebration which even the
agnosticshaes.

One ChristmasEve whenl was
about Sx or seven, it seemed
magicalwhen it beganto srow.
Christmascads were coming to
life.

Aboutteatimetherewasaknock
atthe doorandasl ranto ansver
my fathersaid Ol©go, it is dak
our thereD. Peeringaround him as
he openedthe door | sawa man
and a woman with a baby
silhouettecamongthe srowflakes.
My father spokewith themin a
kindly way then reachednto his
pocket and gave them some
mong. | don®know how much,
andhe hach®very much,but they
were very grateful.

It was my fird experience of
begging.OWhy did you give them
mongQO? wantedo know. Orhey
ae poor and hungy,O said my
Father Ot is ChristmadEve, andit
mightjusthave beenlosephMary
and the baby Jesus,just seeing

wouldwe turn themawaytooO.

Fr Perry Gildeais spiritualadviser
to the northernregion

In my childish mind | was
impresed by the thought that
Mary andJosephmighthavecalled
on us for hep. Laterl cameto
undergand that Chrig himsdf
identifiespersonallyvith thosewe
classspoa. QVhatsoeeryou do
to my sisterandbrothersthatyou
do unto meO.

As Chrigmas decorations and
lightsbeginto dominateour shops
and streetswe getdrawninto the
busynessf Christmas.

For Vincentianghe time befoe
Christmass oneof thebusiesand
mostanxious.

Thesewe have loved

Nod McGivern -
Vincentian of

compasson and
dedicated care

Nod McGivern was for many
years an active member of &
Colmgille® conference,
Ballyhackamore, Bdfad.
Hejoined the conference with his
wife Kahleen, and together they
srved the poor of our parish with
grest compasson and dedicated care

There are so many peopleand
families who depend on the
Society of . Vincent de Paul,
channellingood and goodsof all
kindsinto theirhomes.

If it were not for the effats of so
many in the Society and ther
suppeters, Christmaswvould be a
hollov mockey for many!

We musttry and keepin mind
thatat Christmaswith the birth of
the Christ child we celebratehe
greatese\er gift, whenthe Word
of God reinquished his divine
stateto beborninto our troubled
world in solidaritywith the poor
andtheweak.

For all your wark for the needy
this Christmasmay the words of
Jesushimselfbe realisedfor you
andyours:

@ndtheewill begiftsforyou:a
full mease, pressedowvn, shaken
togethre and runningove, will be
poued into your lap; becausthe
amount you measure out is the
amountouwill begivenba&O.

FatherPerry Gildea

when coping with many problems

For sverd years he was scretary
of the conference but recently ill
hedth prevented Kathleen and Nod
from atending theweskly metings

Our sympathy goes to his wife,
Kahlean, and hisfamily.
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OCROSSOMMUNITYQS THE THEME OF TWO
HIGH-PROFILE EVENTSTO CELEBRATE

The of givinc

The northern region celebrates Lastyeartoys were delvered to over
Christmaswith two significant events 2,000 children.
which underpin its cross-community .
strateg. donated by members of the public,
Manyfamiliedind thisavery difficult
time. Unstabldamilylife, arisein the

-l

Spirit

¥The publicisinvitedto choosetag
andbuy a gift for that child.

¥ The gifts are then divided equally
betveenSVPandBCM anddistributed
to disadantagedchildren throughout
the communityalleviatingsomeof the

All thesetoys were

chuchesschoolsindbusinesses.

numberof lonepaentfamiliesaswell as
high levelsof long-termunempbyment
arejustafew of thedifficultiesfaced.

Theseae exacerbatedt Christmas

when there is great presste put on
paentsto provide extraagantgifts for
their children. Many of thesefamilies
simplycannotaffad eventhemostbasic
items.

¥The Societyof SaintVincentdePaul

and BelfastCentralMissionrecognised y Sg

this needand six yearsagoappoached
Marks & Spencemho continueto give
their suppot by allowing usto placea
Giving Treein their stae in Belfast.

¥ The @iving TreeO succeeds by

providing toys for disadvantaged
children from &l ddes of the
communiy,.

¥ The event continues during the
festie period when a ChristmasTree
with gift tagscontaininghe gendeiand
ageof a child up to the ageof sixteen
yearsis placedin Marks & Spencerin
DonegalPlace.

associatedifficultiesof Christmas.

Children acmossthe northem
regionwill benefitfrom festive
efforts

Thesewe have loved

Arthur Gribben
- SVP gadwart

Arthur Gribben, vice presdent of
S Michad® conference, West
Bdfad, has died at the age of 82
after alongillnes

He was a gdwat member of the
conference which he saved for a

Family emphasigoo

The Family Appealis a joint ventue
betveenthe Society of & Vincent de
Paul andthe Salvation Army suppated
by the BBC Northernlreland.

It waslaunchedn BelfastwhenBBC
Newsline's Sarah Travers joined with
repesentaties from the Society of S
VincentdePaulandthe Sahation Army
to formallylaunchanappeaivhicheach
year providesa vital lifeline to many
familiesacossNorthernlireland.

All gifts should be new, safe,non-
perishableynwrappedand suitablefor
all ages.

Gifts for teenagers are egecidly
welcomeas are family gifts suchasa
gameor atin of biscuits.

quarter of acentury

Hewasagreat lover of the rosry
and oould be found leading the
congregation in reciting it after
10am mass each morning.

Linda Savage, presdent, WBAC
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Sarah-Janethe northern region®first youth developrr

As part of its development
programmethe northern region
has appointed a youth
development officer Sarah<Jane
Loughrey.
VincentianNewsinvited herto
introduceherselfo its readers.
@lthoughnew to therolel have
agoodworking knowledgeof SR
its practicesaims and functions
sincel wasinvolvedwith the SVP
quite a while ago with the S.
Cani@&d confeencein Limavady
whenaschoolgirl!

Qhen at Coleraine,| became @ participated

involvedwith CLC (ChristianLife
Community).

Qhis includedvisitation of the
elderlywithin the localfolds and
ederly homes in the Coleraine
aea:thesegae me greatinsight
into how our presence as
schoolchileenlifted thespiritsand
voiceof the elderlyresidents!

@gain, as a studentingland, |
became involved with the SCA
(SudentCommunityAction),asa
voluntee.

Reauiting tomorrow®

in  school
mentoring, holiday clubs soup
runs and stints in the homeless
hostels.Theseexperiencetaught
me more about deprivation,
lonelinessand societyin general
thananyhonoursdegee.

Gurthermore, participating in
suchprojectgprovidedmewith the
oppatunity to socialisavith like-
mindedpeople.

M™y warking backgoundto date
hasbeenin the civil sevice,and
more recentlywithin thevoluntay

Hi-ho, hi ho

Dﬂ@off to the panto you could go!

Show White and the Seven Dwarfs returns
to the Grand OperaHouseto provide fun
for both kids and adults.

Snging sensatiorLinda Nolan shouldbe
prepaedto receve lotsof hissingandbooing
in herroleasthe WickedQueen!

Also leadingthe castwill be the popular
May McFettridgewho playsNurseMay and
celebrateser15th yearstarringn the Grand
OperaHousepanb.

The beautiful Clare Doyle plays Show
White with ®anto Idol® winner, Mark
Adamson,from Portstewat as the heoic
Prince.

Local comic favourites,William Caulfield
and Paddy Jenkins play Muddles and
Chambersand EamonnHolmesfeatuesas
the Manin the MirrorO.

_To win freeentryticket_sall you h_aveto do Name el SR your emry to

is to ansver the following question:-
AICEEE T i Vincentian NewsCompetition

S Vincentde Paul
RUESTION BRI Vol ~ W0 . iy :
Who playsthe Wicked Queenin Show égeﬁ‘;)s%g'?'fsngjé\rg A
i ?

White andthe Se\enDwarfS? e In time to arrive befae 31 DecembeP005
T T, ST ST U o | The winner of the Belfast Giants

R /ER competition in the last issuewas Paddy

""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Postcoa ceeeeee ewat, 22 Fairview Avenue, Whitehead,

Sl CarrickfergusBT38 9NU.
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ent officer on the challenge facing her and the SVPIn

“Vincentians

& community sector. Outdde
work, I am heavilyinvolved with
thelocalcamogielub.

Shared challenge

My new positionpresentagreat
challengehoth to the Societyand
mysefl

Qhere is a wedth of tdent,
enthusasn and commitment
within the youth of SWB so the
challengéor meisto harnesg (as
bestl can),andto enswethatit is
put to good usethroughoutthe
communitieof NorthernIrelard,
wheeit isneedednost.

showcasetheir wok, views and
desies for the Socidy; to shae

ideaswith other youth members,

andperhapsvenchatto thesenior
conferences about the pressures
andproblemdacingtoda/Syouth.

@ltimately it is the youth of
todaywhoaeattheinterfaceof an
ever-aolving Society; who better
to takeour cuefrom?

E&qually important is the fact
that the youth of today are
tomorrow®S generation, without
youth paticipation, the future is
bleakanddaunting.

Future perfect

Sarahdanein the newly createdoost

of youth developmenbffice is
optimisticaboutthe future

Sarah-Jane® appointment

™ oreover, the spiritandpassion coincidedwith the regim@second

(he factis, that the abundance of youth are attributesfrom which

of sterlingwork carriedout by our
youth, and its development,will
help to counter-actthe negatie
view of young peoplewhichis so
oftenflauntedin the media.

@ will enable the young
members of our Society to

anyorganisatioicanonly benefit.
QWVe needthe enthusiasnof the
young.We needheirjoiedeviwre.

The young know how to expess

thisjoy in their own speciavayd

(JohnPaulll)

Thesewe have loved

Dan McAteer D
champion of the
disadvantaged

The sudden death of Dan
McAteer at the age of eighty has
robbed the Society of & Vincent
de Paul of a great friend and the
wider community of an
endearing personality.

S Gead® conference in north
Bdfag, which was edablished in
1972 with Eoin Higgins as
presdent, was certanly privileged
when Dan took his place amongd
itsfirgd samal group of members

During the ensuing years Dan
was undinting in his enthusaam
and commitment to the conference
and was a wonderful ambassedor

for the Society.
Hewasagrong champion of the
disadvantaged and the
margindized in sodety and dways
tried to see the bes in everybody.
His kindness tolerance integrity
and great  iritudity are
remembered by dl who knew him.
A familiar Sght, holding the red
box outsde S Geard® church a
weekend mases Dan inded
touched the lives of many people
An accountant by professon,
Dan was our conference tressurer
for many years until jus a few
months before his desth. He was
meticulous in preparing the
conference accounts and was
aways ready to advise on financid
matters
Dan was one of

nature®
gentlemen B modet and
unassuming B a wonderful
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annual youth confeencein the
WellingtonPark Hotel,Belfastthe
photographdrom which on this
and following pagesdemonstrate
the new foundvigourandstrength
of the SVPin the northernregion
under its presdent Michad
Gormley.

character with a ddightful sense of
humour and a ready amile that lit
up aroom. He had an exceptiond
ability to rdae to dl manne of
people and wasamog loyd friend.
Dan was a great family man and
vigtors to the McAteer household
were dways assured of a wam
wecome from Dan and his wife,
Emily. Dan is survived by Emily,
ther two sons Aidan and Dond,
and their daughter Maeve
Heisand will be sadly missd.
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A mammoth consultation programme is taking

The shape of SVPIn

The future of the northern region
and its membersmay changeasa
reult of a consultation
programme which is currently
nearingcompletion.

By the end of the yeara visiting
team of two of the regic® boad
members B Linda Savage and
Raymonde McDad b will have
recorded the views of the 190
conferences and ther 2,187
volunteergo the recentlypublished
ThreeYearPlan.

This massie undetaking B the
firstto havetakenplacesincehefirst

largest voluntary bodies in the
county and one that is making a
magor contribution to cross
communityrelations.

Qe hopethe planwill enablehe
Societyto grow and prosperin its
wark for the next generation,Said
Linda.

Raymondesaidr'he consultation
programmehasgiven memberghe
opportunity to ar ther views
concernddeasandcriticism®onthe
future before an agreed plan is
handedover to an implementation
team.

northern confeencewasestablished The outline plan covers socia

over ahundred andfifty yearsagois
lookingatrootandbranchreformof
an organisatiorthat is one of the
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justiceand policy issuesas well as
those rdating to  membership
including:-

¥ confeencerevitalisation

¥ spiritualityprogramme
¥membershiguidelines
¥leadershipevelopmeniand
¥training

It alsoincludes:-
¥ Reviw of the SVPstructue

¥ Goodempbyer programme

¥ Key paformanceand resouces,
alwaysnissuecloseto the heats of
confeencesindareacouncils

The conaultation programme
remindsmemberghat the northern
regionis one of thirteenin Ireland
andthe largesbutsideDublin.

They are d0 asured that the
regionwill insiston gettingvaluefor
money on anythingthat it would
ObuyntoQand that any projectwill
be caefully plannedto ensue its
viability as an invesment for dl
memberandthosetheyseve.

Even befoe the planis formalised
there are significant developments
takingplace.

Youth development

Funding for youth deveopment
has been secured for four years
from:-

¥Immaculat€onception,

Newcastle
¥ 3 Gerad®,North Belfast

OCITIZENSOF TOMORROW QAT
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| place across the northern region to determine

the next generation

¥Dery City areacouncil
¥ S Patrick®confeence,
Warenpoint
As a result, SarahdaneLoughey
from Limavady hasbegunherwark

of settingup new youth confeences asss

and assistingand nurturing those
akeadyin place.

Asanempbyer SVPhasageedto
far employment and equa
oppatunity legislationin regad to
ageand sexdiscrimination.

It dso liaises with the Labour
Rdations Agency and PECS (pre
empbymentconsultancgevice).

Membershipdata

two recent photos name, and
addessof memberto the regional
office.

A sharingfund wassetup over 20
yearsagoby the northern regionto
vigtation conferences
experiencingnancialdifficulty.

Shopsco-adination

A teamled by Ben Quinn from
Omaghhasbeenwarking for several
yearsand hasput in placeMorag
Chambersas shop co-adinator to
ensuethatall shopsomplywith the
uniformity ageedby its members.

For exampleall shopsnow trade
under the samename &incen®,

Thenorthernregionhasadatabase gaff recelve dImilar wages and

in placewhich is updatedto reflect
anychangen membersipl

SVP haspiloted ID cads for the
pastfew yearsand there hasbeena
high pecentageake-yp, vitalto any
organisation.

Any membermwho hasnot applied
for anID cad shoulddo 0. Each
conference presdent should send

contractsand are trainedin health

and safetyat work issuesiswell as

given guidance on deding with
customers.

Corporateimage

Northern region has its own
websiteup andrunningandto date

THE SVPYOUTH CONFERENCE
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over 44,000 internet users have
visitedit.

A recentenhancemens a forum
devotedto youth andtheir activities.

One key corporatemessage that
SVPis not just a Christmascharity
but that it operatesn behalfof the
needyfor 365 daysayea.
Soecialprojects

Therearechildcaeprogrammem
Wes Bdfagz and Lurgan while
Belfastalsorunsbreakfasandhome
work.

Othe gecid taks include
furniture collection and delivery,
visitationsto prisonsand hospitals
and holiday programmesat Clare
Lodge.
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SVPMEMBERSAND FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN REGION
GET TOGETHERIN AID OF CHARITY

High time at the Hilton

This year for the first time the S Vincent de Pau®  The eventincludedanauctionandGrandDraw.
fundraisingball washeld at the Hilton Hotel, Belfast, It wasthe @ight of the yealfor manymembersvho
when membersof the northem region got together repesentedonfeencesrom acossthe regionasthese
with friends from the businesscommunity to raise photographshaw.

much neededfunds on behalf of the needyin all

communities.
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Morag Chambers, SVP shops coordinator, on the special
gift Vincent® shops can offer its customers says

YOU CANOTPUT A
VALUE ON A SMILE

Christmasis upon usagainandfor
the SVP shops,as for the rest of
the Society, this meansa lot of
extrawork. Donationsincreaseas
parents clear out cupboads and
drawersreadyfor Santa®nextvisit,
and all thesedonationsall mustbe
sorted and displayed.

Many shops organise bdlots to
raisemongy, oftentheyare involved
in the preparatiorof hampers.

Like all retail outlets,waorking in
the SVPshopscanbe hecticduring
the Chrigmas season. However,
unlike otherretailerspur shopsare
thereto provideanaddedsevice.

Lonely time

For somepeople Christmasis a
lonelytime, a time whenthey need
help whentheir problemsseemall
the more difficult.

1t® now that they needto seea
friendly face to be ableto chatand
hase a joke with someoneand to
know that theywill be treatedasan
individua and not jug as an
oppatunity to makeasale.

Oftenit is the volunteersaind staff
in the SVP shopswho provide this
vital contactandall creditmustgoto
themfor the fantastigob theydo.

. -
Netwaker MoragChambersecentlytook up herpostascoadinatorof
the netwok of Vincenn®@shopghroughoutthe northernregion

A

Theygetalongsidpeoplelistento - The mystey shoppers currently
them, sympathise with them and making higher way around the
give themthe bestgift of all B regionso look out for a mysterious

asmile! stranger!

Shopsnews

- The window displaycompetition
hasjustfinished.

Thankyou to all the shopghat took
pat! Photographsf all entrantswill

be includedin the next edition of
Vincentian News, adong with a
featue on thewinners.
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S AnneScelebratests half centuy

The fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of S Anne®, Dunmurry,

conference has been celebrated

with a specialconcelebratednass
and reunion of members.

Masswascelebratedy Very Rev
Edwad O@onnell,presenspiritual
director of the confeéence, and he
was asssed by Rt. Rev. Dean
BrendanMcGee, foundermember
and first spiritual directo, Rt Rev
MonsignoiThomasBartley, former
spiritual director and Rev Patrick
Winkle.

Over80 memberpresenaindpast
with friends and guests,some of
whomtravelledfrom variougparts of
Irelandandfrom Scotland{ook pat
in thecelebratiomndfollowingmass
there wasa very enpyablereunion
andsociakveningat Dunmury golf
club

The confeence was founded in
1955 and was aggegatedinto the
Societyin 1956.

There were eight memberded by
Fr Brendan McGee and the fird
presidentvasWilliam McCathy.

Growing strength

S AnneSconfeencenasgonefrom
stengthto strengthsincethoseearly
days and today® conference has
seenteenmembers. Two members
ass9d a neighbouring conference
where there is a condderable
workload.

Threelong seving membersbhn
Dunne,Jamed_eesorand Kathleen
Cunninghamwere unableto attend
the celebratiomlueto illness.

We wish them well and pray for
theirrecovery.

The core work of the Society
seekingout needin the community
hascontinuedfrom the beginnings
of our conference and today
membersare engagedn a rangeof
activities, home and hospita
visitationsand othersto residential
andnursinghomesn the area.

Our memberslsoassistwith the
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Moment of celebration Front row P left to right Rt Rev. Dean Brendan
McGeg, Eileen Copdand, Jossph McKenna, vice presdent, Very Rev. Edward
O®Monndl, Rose Ferguson, presdent, Tom Mulligan, vice-presdent, Terry
Lacey, Rt. Rev. Monggnor Thomas Bartlett. Back row Bleft to right Carol

Downey, scretary, Ray Brady, Jack

Boyle Nan McCormick, treasurer,

Rosemary McLaughlin, Michad Rafferty, Thomas Ward, Anne Lacey

organisationof the senior citizens
clubandaweeklycoffeemorning.
Through conference fundraisng
members give assdance to the
WelcomeCentiefor homelesgeople
in the inner city andthe confeence
alsosuppaots the breakfasand after
schooklub projectin WestBelfast.
We celebrat®&0 yearsof S Anne®
confeencewith joy knowingthatthe
members gave of ther time,
possessioasidthemselesselflessly

in seekingut the poorandneedy
in our midstandthe membersoday
look forwad to the continuationof
the wark of the Gospelin bringing
thegoodnewsto the poot

The presidentand membersf &
AnneS conference take this
opportunity to thank the many
friends and benefactors for ther
unfailing geneosity over all these
years.

RoseFerguson president

OUnfalteringdevotionGearns
SVP medal for Jim Kelly

Jm Kelly of Dungannon has
recelved a long service
catificate and SVP medal for
50 years dedicated to the
Society of & Vincentde Paul.
The ceemonywasheldin the
Ozanam House Union Place
during the summerwhae mass
wasconcelebrateloy Monsignor
LiamMcEnteggd in front of 50
members representing
conferences within the East
Tyronearea.

ThankingJm for all his hard
work and commitmentover the
years,S2¥n Campbell (regional
vicepresiden®& EasfTyronearea

NUMBER 77

presdent) prased Jm for his
unfalteringdevotion to helping
those mos in need in the
community.



Multi- tasked Sean McCloskey
receiesmedalfor fifty yearssewice

Sean McCloskey, Dungiven, was
presentedwith a medal and long
sewice cetificate from F Kevin
McKenna, Dungiven, in
recognition of 50 yearsof sevice
to the S. Patrick's confaence.
Sanhasbeensecetay, treaster
and presdent of the conference

Love®labour in

Quietlytheystandafter
week-endVasses
in all weathersat all thedoors,
presentinghat dark redreminder
of hiddenpainandpoverty,
of love lostandloneliness;
of hoperestaoed,
dignity rekindled
andfriendshipseignited.

Their mantraisto love,
to visit, to listenandto giwe,
to grow self-help
And fight for sociajustice

during his fifty yearsof dedicated
sevice to the S Vincent de Paul
Society

In the picture Patrick McMacken,
presdent, presents a bouquet of
flowersto CarmelMcCloskg wife
of Sean,in thecompanyof Fr Kevin
McKenna,Dungivenand Sean.

a collection box

This life boatin the hostilesea
Of thosetherisingeconomidide
hasswamped,
or unfairinheritance
hasrendeedrudderless.

| scramblafew coinsinto the box
amidprofusethanksE.
andjourneyonwads
for my breakfasandthe Sunday
papers
...butwith alighterstep
Love'slabour'sne\erlost.
Tom Magure
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S Malachyfeast
day celebratedn
Armagh

An addessn Armagh- 19-210gle
Sreet- is the homeof S. Patrick's
confeence:it is also,acceding to
tradition, the birthplace of S.
Malacly.

To celebratehis feastday four
conference  members,  Patrick
McArdle, Kieran Grimly, Turlough
Tonerand FrancieMorris carrieda
relic of & Malachyfrom the SVP
centeto S Malachy'shapel]rish
Sreet, for an evening mass
ceebrated by Right Reverend
MonsignorSeanCabhill Enniskillen,
dean& vicargenerabf the diocese
of Clogher

EastDown marks
long sevice

On the feastof S Vincentde Paul
the East Down confeencesgot
together for an enjoyable dinner
a S Justine® restaurant
Downpatrick.

During the evening the area
president,MichaelHood, madea
preentation to Canon Brendan
Murray the aree® spiritual advise
on the occasionf hisretirementfor
healthreasons.

S Patrickdconfeencealsomaked
the occasionvith agift.

S Patrick® confeencepresident,
Sean Connor, presented Maura
Quiery with a gift to mak forty
yearssevice with & Vincent de
Paul.

Maura remains an active and
dedicsted member and her
organizing <ills are wdl known
whilehercaringnatuehasendeeed
herto all.

NUMBER 77 pagdl



The day the one hundred SVP enthusiasts

'FACED THE CHALLENGE

With ®acingthe Challenglasthe
themeof the day, over 100 youth

SVP youth is continuing to grow
and devdop throughout our

membersnvitedguestandteachers communities.

arrivedin the WellingtonPark hotel
in Belfasffor the seconc&nnualSVP
youth confeence.

Theeventwasahugesuccedsrall
paticipants, with everyone having
the oppatunity to shae their ideas

Schooldrom all over the Region and experiencewith other young

cametogetherto demonstratehat

members.

A conferencepresident with special responsibility
(with Rapid ResponseAmbulance) asks

ARE YOU PREPARED?

As recently installed president of
Saint ColmcilleS conference in
Holywood, | would like to bring
to the attention of other
conferences the importance of
providing first aid cover at Society
of & Vincentde Paul events.

| hawe beenin the Society for
twenty-two yearsand am happily
marriedto Patricia, we have three
children.

| have been employed as a
paramediwith theNorthernireland
Ambulance Service for eghteen
years.

Togetherwith BrendanHawkins
(dso a paramedic) and Susan
Bowman (nurse), we have given
assistande senioritizenswvhohave
takenill on bustripsandothersocial
eentsorganisetby the confeence.

On two occasionghey requred

admissiorio hospitalfor emergency

treatment.
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Gratitude to non-members

Qusanand Brendanwho are not
member®f the . Vincentde Paul
Sociey, voluntay takeunpaidleae
from work to cover suchevents.

They are to be congratulatedor
the charitablevark theydo overthe
yearsandthe confeenceowesthem
agreatdebtof gratitude.

| beieve when organisng such
events; suitably qualified members
with firdg ad experience should
alwayse presentthusfulfilling our
duty of cae.

Conferences should have
procedues in placein caseof an
emergengyhich mayoccurat any
time. 5
_Remember the _scoutsD motto
@lwayde prepaedO.

PeterNoel Logan,
conferencepresident
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It wasTom Lyon (assistanyouth
devdlopment officer for SVP in
England and Waes) with his
enpyable Oicekakesdwho stated
the dayoff sowell.

With everybody immediatdy
feding relaxed after some fun
activitiesjt wasmucheasieto freely
chat about the work of our
confeencesvith the help of posters
thateachschoohadprepaed.

Orhroughout  the day, we
paticipated in various different
activitiesandlistenedo severaltalks
on racismandotherissueshat SVP
are currently dealingwith.

We head from David Carlin, a
member of the Anti-Racian
Movement,who informedus of his
personaéncountersvith racismand
how we can help to encourage
tolerancemongsociety

Kathy Donndly from Armagh
repated on how their confeence
were assging many immigrants
defeathe problemgheyfacedsuch
as language barriers employment
andhousingdifficulties.

Findly, Ciaran Liggett from
regionabfficespokeo usaboutthe
SVP websiteand its youth forum
whee all youth memberscan post
detailsof any activitiesor ewents
plannedby their confeences.
Claire O'Neill, president,Lumen
Christi Collegeyouth confaence,
Demry
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