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Happy Christmas & Peaceful New Year to all our readers

Poverty attack - what the Millennium Project reveals
The Ghana experience - how SVP helps the Third World
Christmas cheer - the family appeal that grows and grows
The Water Tax - and what it means to you




The Ghana venture and its connection

to the house of bread

I've just been :L':u“ug the Global II-"i|lu.:_;{: I'Tip to Gihana
i West Africa and it made me think of the prapher
Haggai in the Ol Testament,

Read them borh tor vourselt (and don't be frightened
by Haggans there's anly one chapter in his book!).

He speaks of God's wish thar His peaple should build
Him a Temple. And when the people say the rime has
nat yer came for thar, God says in effect: "Well, | noice
yvou Bave built some beautiful Touses for yourselves at a
time when my house (che Temple) lies in ruins: soogo,
ferch fresh wood and rebuild my house”.

And soircame o pass thae in Auguse 20008, 4 weam of

20 volunteers went 1o Ghana under the auspices of the
twinning programme in the SV1* and chere buile hauses,

lust read the report, and recall alsa the inspiring
acoount of i gi\'L'H ar the HL'F'ILL'l'l'll"lr.'l :1'|L'4.'I:ir1:_; 1
Coletaine Universiy.

I'hey may noc have buile a Temple exacrly, bur they did
builed howses for people, and it was Chirist Himsell who
wid: "What vou did for the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine vou did unto me.

Letter to the Editor
tiede

':.-I'illlll_! yuou E'ljt“'l.\-'l.' §ss 00 Our simcers [I‘I.EH LLN L4 ]

Ghanian gra

'-"..'le a team b our twinned count ry, Lshana.

The messages of encouragement and supp
conferences throughout the provin

appreciated by everyone involve this imitarive.

ne of our biggest fundraising events, a ballor for
on tickers in Croke Park was a cremendous
siccess, made sweeter t'l_‘.' the facr that an SVP

r:|1..-.|n1k.'r Win [I'I..l':' {l'ln‘.-'l.‘[i.‘d.l! PF;IE'.

Ohar condolences go to those who were not so luc

cess of this and other efforms was s rdue
s of §

thern Ireland; a real ribice to the mue meaning

I* members from all over

of Vincentian family, and what can be accomplished

incentians working together and supportin

d.-i.'l'l u:h-‘.'r.

It was EuHHl to read in the ream repore- “Singe our
recurn home the interest and enchusiasm wirthin the
Socieny has been unsarpassed ..o and i would be B
0 5ay thar :'.-;inning 15 new high an the :rgc-nd:g of our

arca councils and conferences,”

5 ents,  Lhar in irse - bt - ajor advance,
It comments, “Thar in icself being 2 major advan
given the apathy thar previously exisred in repard o
rwinning.’

In 15 conclusion, our Saciety dacument, '€ :nmh.nin,g_,
|"t:-1'tr:}". states thar the SV has a record of t.:.1:.']|1t_'
privwer and Hr.'xi|'.u'i]i:}'. hath in terms of wur]«:ing ACTOSS
and within cultwres and communicies and s respanse
oo r_'|'|.1ngi11g THMES 1N SOCICTY.

L'he whole Ghana venrure was as poad evidence as
vou'll ger of thar. 1t serikes me thay there is a real
Christian medization in i all. Far che Child who was
v he barn, there was no house or home: “no room even

I the M.

And ver the very name, Biethlehem, whese He was born
means the House of Bread,

Fr Frank Mullanw CM

The Giving Trees that bring

happiness

This vear's Giving Trees are situated at CaseleCoure
Belbast (for the firse tme) and ar che Spruceficld
shepping centre,

St Vincent de Paul and Belfast Central Mission have
wintked lugl:l:hn'r stce 1979 on |1-::|pin1.1 the m:ml}* of
both communites.

The Giving Tree is one of their most important
projects as it underping the Christmas spint and
brings happiness to children as well as casing the
burden for disadvantaged familics.

For the prast fraur years M5 has been involved and
generously allocated 'in stere’ space and sponsorship
and has I‘Li.l“ll.:r :l!-."n.'t.'il that its store in lJunr.'gu” Place
can be used s one of the collection poines for toys.

M&S srath will dlso be lending their support, as they
have done in previaus years, by assisting in the
preparation work and abso donating woys foi
distribution,




‘Family appeal’ will benefit
more than 4,000 households

This year’s BBC family appeal’
shiared jointly by St Vincent de Paul
and the Salvation Army is expeered
to benefit more than 4000 familics
across Northern Treland.

Speaking ag its loanch Professor
Fabian Monds. the BBC: national
governor. said, “We are pleased w
carry on this parrnr:r:-ih'[p berween
the rwo charities and TECOETIsE 11
imporiance ra the many familics
who have come o d:pﬁnd upo it
cach year,

"W are-also grareful o Belfise
Rogary and the Alliance and
Leicester for their connnued
-supp.'_'urr." le-is six years since the
;qpp:,‘.-]l became a JoInT venture
berween the rwo charites dun'ng
which it has become an established
jrart of the Christmas ‘g_i\'[ng' SCENe.

Sear perfarmer

BIBIC!

Morthern lreland

Brovdenst’ event

"elC

oney, SV nocthern adminisrator {second from left), with

Fabran Monds, BBC nanonal governorn }

nal commander; Salvation and Anna Carragher, BB controdler, ™)

The value of the F-:ntntr';i!ip and its
work to |1|:||1 needy Families was

Colm McNichol, fund-raising consuleant of 5V

{centre), with BRECs Ligorge Jones and Mark

Carrurhess

recognised three years ago by John
Hume who donated his Nobel Peace
pride ot

can help someone in your are,
Ction peints are at all branches

& The Saciery of SVP
& The Salvation Army
= Alliance and Leiceseer
» Marlowe Cleaners
* Tesco
# First Trust Bank
* Open & Direct
Co=op Travelcare Centre
stribiition ponts include SV
Thrift s|1.l:-|'.bs and Salvation A rmy
halls :hmu.ghuul Morthern Treland,































