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We are

not cogs

ina

machine -
there’s purpose
in our existence

All the arrracrive Feasts of Christmas fime seem
o vanish very suddenly,

There we were, all over Christmas, absorbed by
the thoughe of Bechlehem and Mary and her
Child, when 4 very different picture appears.

Mow Jesus is a man of thirty years, standing
beside his cousin, John The Baptist, preparing oo
be baptised by him. Perhaps we dont warm
this Feast of Christ’s Baprism as

wi do to Christmas, but for Jesus chis was

a viral day.

They say the most impormant day of your life is,
naturally enough, the day you were bormn, but the
second most impoertane day s the day vou mealise
why you were born, i.e. what your special
purpose and mission in Jife is 1o be;

John The Bapaisr saw his mision in life as
preaching about God's wrath and the need for

repentince.
besies saw things differently,
As e mld the peaple himself his mission was

‘to bring the Good News 1o the povr, to proclaim
frecdam for captives, restave sght
do phve Blind and vet the donmrodden free,

Bur before he began he needed God's assurance
that he was making the night decision.

He gor this assurance ac his baprism. The voice
of God came o him *Yes, vou are my beloved

Son, in You | am well pleased”,

We too have a mission, a special purpose in life,
Dharing our lifetime we may never fully recopnise
it, but we will a1 the point of cur death. We are
not cogs in a machie. We ‘e Ii'.-'rl:l.J; persons
loved into existence by God and there is work for
s 1o do.

Father Frank Mullan

Letters to the editor

Warm welcome appreciated
T am WELLIng 10 thank vou for a Ve |_:l||':|-.4:'|: :"\.'-\.'Ilill!_': al the
Vincent de Paul dinner and also for the really lovely meat.
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appreciared the warm welcome and cane shown o s

I he Saciery conginues to carey our a2 most valnable seork and we wish
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Rer: Winstanr Crraluam

Methadice Charch in freland

Success to fundraising event

Thank you very much for the opperunity to join you all ar the
MNorthern n:E'nna.l anmnual ﬁm&rai:dns dinner and dance.

It wats a very happy oceasion when the Sociery was able w he with
some of its many fricnds and w0 celebrare the work thar yoo all

continue to do so effectively and gquictly.

I rope thae it was also a sucesssfil fundraising evening for you.
There is so much poverty abour and so many demands-on your

work',
Bishap Darisel MeKeaton

The ‘new’ Assembly
}u roar '.Jr‘."[l.)l'l'l'l{'ﬂa *I"!..lll":': I.'\.i E":I bt T N':'I.'.'\-\..lrl \-!II. .'1|. WeAs b el
calendar highlighr tar members of Greenisland s 510 Colmans

conference,
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cost of £20 muillion - seemed smialler chan wirnessed on TV

Mevertheless the gueses enjoved the privibeme of eocupying the brone

benches 1o |-c:r'm e Dhavid Trimble, Mack Dhorking |:|-|.'r|_n. Al ad

[an Massley i an imprompiu debare.
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In tribute - Roland Mulla

5 .\1.“:..'.- conference, .l"l.llinuu. -.‘Irr|1'.:.' regfels the ;lu,.a|:|1 af i
esteemed member Roland Mullan, who passed away on 7th
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missed

May he rest in peace.




THIS MONTH’S NEWS

Aileen Coney - new northern region administrator

vileen Coney has joined SVIMs a4 its new r|_-g-_|_|||'|.=_| development’, Aileen was awarded the Rachand Tirmuss prize

slministraton. Aileen is no stranger 1o the Secicty having for best dissertarion ar the Universine of Ulser.

been involved with it since being a vouth member of the

Haty Family conterence, Coalisland, while she was ar More recendy, Aileen has warked as development officer for

: the Last Tvrone area council and has been o regular
secondary school 5 ) =
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Some older members will remember Adleen as an

-.-.|||.|-.-rt;:.|du.3|:c student condug g rescarch an the Sociery in A maore detailed inrerview wich Alleen will Fearure in the nexi

its librarv. For her work ‘A case study on voluneary secror ssue of Wincentian Mews,

‘Exceptional success’ of family appeal

I'he joint BBC family appeal an behalf of SV and  maood as they sang a medley of Christm;
the Salvarion Army wilt upon the sug Onee again, thousands of families and children
PrEVIOUS. Years, throughout the region were helped by the
nerosity of the general public
The ap
was launched ar Belfast City Hall by the Lord Lo toffices th 1; and small
sk, Trevor Hinds from 1 ies throughout the North, wok part by
wa Traynor from the offering their premises as ¢ tion centres and
choll of SV and Pamela f  organising staff to marshal
ition Army.
anise, collect ar
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