VINCENTIAN NEWS

Christmas cheer - or crisis?
* 2003 - the ‘Year of Youth'? * Fancy yourself as fashion retaller?
= The many faces of poverty = MNew regional line up

* Launched - SVP Christmas campaigns  » Win a night out at the Kelly Show



The
comings
- and
what we
can do about
them

W always think of Advent o8 2 dme of
preparation for Chrsimas - Christ's first
coming into this wotld at Bethichem, yetr the
rradirip-ar mass in Advenr speak. surprisingly,
net of his fise coming but of his second
coming, be bis return in glory ar the end of

(1140128

We were, and  remain, p-rm‘cﬂﬂd: 1o do
anything ahour either.

Bur 51 Bernard, in a sermion, wlls aboue
another coming of Christ; ane that we can do
something-abour,

He means thar here and now: in our osdinary
every day lives Chiiss wishes 1o come closer 1o
each of us.

Iyon love me, you will keep my word and my
Father will bove you and we will come and
make our home with you',

Christ wants to come o us, nod at the end of
time, bot now. “Now is the scceprable time,
now ks the day of silvation’.  As 5o we should
think of Advent as a wake-up call 1o reflect a
lieite more on our life and whar we are making
of it

O this eheme of taking time off to reflect and
pray; St Anselm has a heawifisl linle passage.

Think of it this Advent .

e nany excape for a fittle ubile
e dive pumnndd of your thonghis,
ot catned sl twesrisoine foili,
i vo o fn the gecret of yeur freare,
Yirw Jurie ereatrid e il siifl § o't kmors yous,
Yow aere iy Lard anad Crod
yer | bvee mever seem you,
When are you going @ oo powrsclf o me?
Howr bossg som | gosig to bave to wair?”

Father Frank Mullan

The challenge of helping the run an SVP charity shop can be a
reward exparience, says Jackie Gaszkin

Fancy yourself as a fashion wizard

- here’s your chance

yourdelt v a3 hRshion retailer -
somepne wich an eve 1w how a shop

Faiwy

witsdow should look, or how an in-stoee
I‘I!‘i;l.'l'l.' |'|'l|.|!l‘| hf Tl.'lﬂiif TOTe ATIrad tave’!

II: Fewy I1I'|\|r‘«. a “\"k e an It;-“'n E.‘ I.'.ll i.”l:l'
shop could give vou an opporamcy 0
sl youar I.'.IEI.'TII ELY “"-L'Il an I.'Ilil:ln?' liH.' I.Tiii.
with other staff menibers or costomer

The image of chanty shops is changing

They convinue e offer- a vieal and
naessany  HTvE o thase in need |.'|}'
privading previmshy owned doghing and
hasiasehiold frenis ar affordable prices. Ban
they are abso increasingly the Mecea for
bargain hunrers fron all walks of life who
are: willing g :.pcud higher  prices on
|.I|‘l|'|'.

While sch customers may nor be'in dice
peed they dre not w be denigrared: and
their money is welcome in furthering our
claritabhe cause,

A SV we dont forgee our ‘raison d'dore’
andd are proud of the contnbution made
by oir shops o the overall pood works of
SHIE TN,

B thise fund-raling actvines cannot do
withour the dedicarion of our many
volumntedn,

Simply, the shops could not function
withouy them

And char means-you,

You may have considersd volunteering
bun perhaps feel thar you have litde in the
way of retail cxperience to offer and may
be nervous of dealing with’ customers.

Bur this = ||-'||:| ane of the n.];\pnnunjri@'.
I 1o the volunteer.

avilalb

Donared geods have got i the sored into
what 5 saleahly and what s be e

cvieled

Thev have 1o be laundered, pressed and
pricid ready o yo on display.

I can ficas wou say, ‘T have plenty of this ar
!'l'::ll'l'.l.' 'l'ﬁ'lll'llll.ll 1:I.'5 ril'lg ;I'I.'I'ﬂh'ﬂi "'ith

SVIY bast theres msore 1o 10 dhan thae

[heses an art 35 dasplaving gomds and

namy yolunteer demionstiace Eival flais
ne only inarmangmg inseone desplays b
i window dressing especially seasonal
e such as Halloweon and st Chrisomeas
and theees the camaraderse with ocher
SWP suppoaters widch s o roward in skl

The attitude of volenicers and chen
willingness o help those who cross gur
thireshodds is & main rexon we do well.

Sometimes a custamer wall come by juse o
'have a ook around’ and e

Lup deepan
conversation with a fistening and caring
member of stafl: imae |
is never wasted.

CanL 'lh'n.ll a '\'I'.I:l'

Ir's amazing how some of us who may
have difficulty communicating with our
own loved ones can walk to 2 seranger. IF
vor have never experienced the thanks o
symeons i penuine need you haven’y
really expersenced thanks ar all.

As 3 member of the Sociery vou may
alrezdy be giving of your time generously
in carrying our visitations and oches
vahuable work, However some of you
may have ralenus thar can also be wrilised
in our shops = or know someone else ahle
1o spare SV 2 fow hours.

Mew volunteers are needed all the fime -
and we wont ask for mose time than you
are able 1o f_'i\.':'.

This s an opporoumicy o make new
friends. mo ger our of the house for 3
while, have a bie of oo aisd make a red
difference ta [u'-.:-ph"\. |ives

I |'|n:-l'.||1.:' '|h.'|l Yk " rI.'I.'I .h:'ll.l.'r in '|'\.|'||.r‘-rlr
if vou gise 1o the challenge



THIS MONTH’S NEWS

Protect that childl 3 o e s i
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New ‘guiding’ board for northern
region appointed for three-year term

A wow regional board has been
appointed e look after e
nterests-af the SYE

The regional president (already
announced) & Larry McAsdle of
MNewry and s spiriiual advisor
Fatlier Frank ‘Mullan of the
Vincentian  Community  in

el Fast,

Heret is the new line up:-






























