The day of ‘empowerment’ at Stranmillis

e Conference marks turning point for SVP.  » McArdie’s new ‘term’ begins
* New focus on Africa twinning » Communicate or die
 Turning on the heat for over 60s * How to join the earning game



Death of Brother Joseph Wilson recalls service of St Vincent de Paul in troubled times

From the Wall Street Crash to the ‘dark days’
of World War Il and ‘thirty years of unrest’

Members of the Conference of
Ohat Lady, Long Tower, Derry were
saddened by the recent dearth ol
Brother Joe Wilson, 2 member for
SCVENLY Vedrs.

Joe joined the Secieny in 1952
when the local cconomy, in common
with most of the warld, was snll
recling m the afiermath of the Wall
Street Crash,
thi rhat

Throughouws VEArs

followed he was commirted o rhe

work of the conference, seldom (f
ever mussing a meeting uncil il healeh
towk its toll in his ninericth year,

Joe was indeed an‘inspiration o all
Hr.' hi'\.
Vincentian work in 2 quier and
cificient
wherever

members, wenr  abour
made friends

wherher

hospital or on family visitation,
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he  went, in

He saw many changes in Sociery
work {rom the early 19305 when
male unemplovment in Tlerry was

endemic through the dark days of
Woarld War I, che deprivations of the
3ls and from the 60% the roubled
tinmes of thirty years of unrest.

Yer his optimism and dedicarian
never wavered, His wonderful fairh in
1 God of Love was his foundarion
stone: he set an example o all.

His wife, Lily and family will miss
him greatly snd so will all of us: may

|IL' real prace.

‘Inspirational’ spiritual adviser
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Gentleman par excellence looked beneath the surface of people

the MNorth Down &
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I'he Socierv in
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Jack McEenna, ateer 2 short illness.

Jack was F"In.\,"u_'lll,-:_'\{l with s 50
vears service medal a few years an,

He joined the Society shortly afeer
World War
conference in Ardovoe

[n 1932 Jack and his wife Maura
moved 1w Holywood where they

I a4 member of a

raised their Farmialy of four - two |:1g1:,'5
and rwe girls;

In Holywood, Jack retaimed his
membership of the canference in the

town during the next hall century
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serving as rreasuter for 2 time. He
was alsooan area president of North
Down & Ards for a term,

Flis and the
community in the Holywood area
will sadly miss Jack.

r'::mil-. -.'\.']u'i]-u

He was a gentleman par excellence
whao was gentle in everything he said
and did.

He also looked for che best in
people, seeking o sec beneath the
surface appearance,

He branght compassion with him
on his visits o those in need and if

there were children involved their

needs were always pur above any

Obituaries
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parents,

Jack McKenna was above all 2
humble man, a gemuine Chrstian
liked
background.

who best ra wark o the
He was no ='||;|'\-[¢'| saint howeser,
and enjoved a ping and a sing-song.
His Master will welcome him with
OpeEn Arms.
Our sincere svmparhy goes out 1o
Maura and family on rtheir grear lost

Gerry Dorman, area president,

MNorth Town & Ards
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Remembering the
Feast of St Vincent

The Greeks
didn’t have a
word for it -
but it is the
foundation of
all our virtues
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The Greeks and the Romans hadiwords
in their languages for most things - b
not for ||u|1|i|'ii:.': I:]1|.‘:_-.' i.i||||'r|].' didn
know whar it meant. How could they?
Ir was the most significant innovation in
the teaching of Jesus - hiumilivy. and
mitituzal fesrgrivenass,

Humiliry was, and’ remains, 3
specifically Christian thing.
Emphatically it does not mean a Usiah
Heéep attitude, denyving the gifts we have
and playing ourselves down.  Quice
simply it means the truth about
ourselves; acknowledging dhar the gifts
and ralents we possess are all of them
God's gift 1o us. Mary herself could say
without pride, ‘He that s mighty has
done preat things for me.'

For St Vincent himself humiligy was
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the rr}una,la:ii_'.g: uF all the -:1t|1£'r Christian
WaFiues, Hr.' |.'1|:|'E|i.|!;ill[|_g.' r:.'n:ailu.-d ."-'\-I! f‘-aul's
words about  Jesus, "He humbled
himself, becoming obedient even unmo
death’,

As Vincentans we claim 1o be living
and aceing in the person of Christ; bur
do we really expect people to believe us
if we fail in humility in our amitede
rowards athers, ourside or within our
own ranks?

We should always avoid any kind of
self-secking and learn o pur others
before ourselves. Then the prayer we say
will ring true; ‘Lord Jesus, help us
through meeting rogether o deepen our
Vincentian friendship’.

Father Frank Mullan
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