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OUR MOST SUCCESSFUL

St Maclissi Carnmoney Conference President, Pat O'Hare being presented with a cheque for £200 and
hampers for the needy. by the pupils of Edmund Rice College, Hightown Road, Belfast, Also inciluded
are Mr McGill and Fr. Dan Whyte PP St Mary's on the Hill,

uso |NS|DE CONFERENCE WORK IN ARMAGH,

ANTRIM & DERRY
LONG SERVICE IN OMAGH
CHRISTMAS PARTIES ROUND-UP




SPIRITUALITY
Fr. Frank Mullan
LENT - SUNK
WITHOUT A TRACE?

Chice upon a time the word ‘Lent’ spelt
oul fasting, Mo dowbt up to the sixties,
there was a fairly riporous discipline in
the laws of the Church, Then came
Vatican 2 and a speedy relaxation of
maty practices. The no meat on Friday
law, formerly @ kind of identity badge
for Catholics all over the world, was
taken off the statute books and Lenten
fasting went to the wall.

At the time wise men said this was a
good thing. Tnstead of arbitrary laws
for asceticism, people should be lefi
free to decide for themselves a suitable
way of doing Penance throughout the
year and especislly during Lent. Fair
enough you would say, this makes sense,
But the results of it all? How many of
us could put our hand on our heart and
podnt to any suthentic and meaningful
penance we have voluntarily taken on
in place of Friday abstinences and
Lenten Easting? 1'm thinking of myself
here but | strongly suspect [ have lots
of company!

A feature of the Lenten season lies in
the reading from Scripmre. Read these
and you will see that they speak
insstently and constantly from THREE
things. Prayer, Fasting and Alms
{giving to the needy). The three always
go together. At a guess [ would say thay
our priontics would be in the reverse
order. We do, most of us, give
generously v the poor and deprived at
home and abroad. And we do pray, bt
fasting. I"m afraid 15 a bad third! 1 ofien
wince when [ read in the Lenten Mass
prayers expressions ke, “Lord, give us
strength to bear the bodily fasting we
have undenaken this Lent, Let it prepare
us for the Jovs of Easter”, For nwost of
us, I'm afraid, Easter joy tends 1o corme
rather cheaply. As Paul said in one of
his letters - “Think on These Things!®

editorial

Bnan 0'R8|||y Northern Regional President

‘Our Most Successful Christmas Ever’, is the banner headline on this
month’s Vincentian News. The statistics of those helped over the Christmas
period and the nature of that help is quite impressive. But it is also sad
news! In many ways this is only a pyrrhic victoy over poverty. The
symptoms and cavses of poverty remain. And so does the challenge!
Material help, so necessary and often essential, is but a small part of our
Vincentian work.

In this world of competition, aggression and dominating attitudes there
is apparently no room for the alcoholic, the addict. the homeless, the
abandoned and marginalised. These are the vulnerable and vulnerability
has no place in a social system that lives of the need 1o succeed and
dominate. This group of people cannot compete; they cannot buy and
sell - that is why they exist on the very edges of lifc!

In Jesus® time these people had different names: leper, prostitute, 1ax-
gatherer, blind, lame - all those outside the law, a law which dictated who
wis acceptable. The reasons for their being on the fringes of society in
Christ"s time are the same for today's marginalised,

However, the Good News of Jesus Christ to these people is “You belong;
you are included!” [ would suggest that the real miracle of the encounters
between them and Jesus is the miracle of relationship; Jesus creates
relationships with those valnerable ones that says to them *You are more
than the label society gives you. You are a person’. And that is the central
message of Saint Vineent de Paul who saw Jesus' relationship with the
poor; in serving the poor, he was serving Christ.

Why is it that all life-giving encounters in the Gospel are only with this
group of vulnerable people? Is vulnerability a pre-condition for meeting
Jesus? When we go to the poor, they are the privileged group where we
can meel Jesus Christ but the real struggle [ believe for each of us, is o
uncover what Christ is telling each of us in our meetings with the poor.

Blessed Frederic Ozanam’s faith was clearly shaped by this as is evident
by the following:

Char faitls is weak becaise we cannot see God. But we can love the Jrenc,
We stowedd fall i their feet and say *You are my fond and Master”, You
are for us the sacved fmages of that God wham we do not see . o shall
we neat love Fline i vorr persons '
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