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NEWS
'LET US PUT OUR
WORDS INTO ACTION

Pictured recently at the Northern Region Annual Members' Meeting in
Coleraine University were, from left, Noel Clear, National President, Larry
McArdle, Regional Vice-President, Philip Doherty, Regional Treasurer, Sean
Campbell, East Tyrone Area President, and Brian O'Reilly, Regional President.

[see page 4)

SUMMER OUTINGS
CONFERENCE SPOTLIGHTS
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SPIRITUALITY
Fr. Frank Mullan
September 27th 2001
Feast of
St Vincent de Paul

Patron - what does the word mean for
us? Well we'ne famibiar encugh with
the word. You often see it on the
letterhwad of the notepaper of seme
organisation or other, anything from a
Royal Saciety toa football club, The
idea is to ask some person of prestige
lend their nane bo grace the organisation
arl enharce its standing on the popular
mind. It is never really expected or
intended that the Patron will ever
actually do anyvthing. He/she usually
reMALnG & fmere mame.

Busk it was very different when Frederic
Ozanam chose Vinoent de Paul to be the
Patron of the new Society. For Frederic
thse patron is the one whe constantly
inspires and guides the Society and all
it works, For me our Patron inspires
us with three qualities - energy,
enterprise and hope.

Pope John Paul IT recently paid tribute
tor the unflagging energy of all who work
fir the Gospel and its values, In the
Society we must never let our energy
flag or drain.

Enterprize: This wordentails
understanding the word ‘treadition’ in
its true sense, 1t emphatically doesn't
mean just keeping on doing things in
the same old way. It rather means being
[aithful bo the past, but alwvays building
o it amad interpreting it in the light of
preseit day needs. Our Patron S
Vindent was nothing of not an innovator.

Hope: [t has often boen said that this
virtue, sandwiched as it was between
the greal wirties f F.lilh and Charigy
was never fully appreciated. Well, it
certmnly ought to come inbo its own in
the !'st'n.'ilt*l‘..' i e dimes i whach we hve
today. A Christian has been defined as
one who keeps on hoping even when
rhin.p.;a seem o e |.']i.--iﬂlu;-gr.'|1i||};|-| arommd
us. Cher Patron, St Viocent would, 1
||‘I.If"l;ﬂ.. agre

| Brian O'REI"y Northern Regional Presiden

The events of September 11 and the subsequent reaction following this tragedy
continues W resonate around the world, The residual aftershock of New York has
touched each of us in some way or other. Only two vears into the new millennium
and many feel that we live in a period of uncertainty and despair — a fragmemed
world of turmoil, oo 1 -sion, injustice and intolerunce to others, However, at the
heart of our faith is voaefl inoa personal God: our trust in God implics an unseen
wisdom that guides the events of history and is sble to reconcile opposites - ‘the
mystery of God, namely Christ, in whom every treasure of wisdom and kinowledge
is hidden’ as Saint Paul put it. Martin Luther King aptly captures the essence of
hope when be said, ‘11 thought that the world was about to fall (o pieces twmaorrow
I waonld still plant my apple tree woday”.

The Sociery of Saint Vincent de Paul in the Nonhem Region with a membership
af over 2,000 tincluding auxiliary members) is probably the largest voluntary
organisation of social concern and action in the region.

As @ ciring organisation we aim to alleviate immediste sulfering and pain through
practical assistance and & genuine heartfelt concern for those in need. Recent
ecomomic progress has brought benefils to many but the Society remains deeply
conpcemned about the serions social and personal difficulties suffercd by many in
this provinee. There remains a very high incidence of poverty in this region with
37% of chifidren living in families who exist on less than half of the national average
income. This statistic is all the more unacceptable given that there are over S00,000
children under the age of 1§ years living in MNorthern Irelund.

The published and trumpeted high rates of academic achievement are ofien
outweighed by the large numbers leaving school with ne qualifications at all; the
majority of which can be firmly located in the 37% category mentioned above,
North Belfast Area Council is tackling the issve through an Educational Scholarship
Scheme that enables young people, albeit a small number at the moment, to access
higher education without the finanscial burden restrcting their progress. T am guite
sure there are other educational initiatives in the region taking place.

The Annual Report lughlights the number of families visited and those seeking our
help continues 1o rise with over 3,000 persons visited on a weekly basis — an
incredible increase of 1,000 visits on last vear! The Society expended almast £2
million in meeting the many requests for help in its stregele against the results of
poverty and social exclusion. Ouronly criterion is need.

Like Hlessed Frederic Ozanam we must seek Christ in the person of the poor, the
sick and the abandomed for they are our children, our brathers and sisters, our Lord
and Saviour, our master!
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SEUMMER OUTIMNG

5t Machissi Carmmoney's Annual Summer
Outing was held on Sunday 10 June 20017

Our destination was the Spefga Dam and
then Newcastle and it was a beautiful sunmy
day which greeted the many senior citizens

in attendanca

We set off for the Spelpa Darmvia the scenic
rowute with the prospects of refreshments at

the end of our jeurnhey

Then off to Newcasthe we went fora deghtful
strodl along thie beach, The sea air created 3
pood appetite for our deliciows five-course
carvery. After the meal, the music started

and some great dancing began

A preat day was had by all, ending with lods
of sitging all the way home, Thank you God

for a marvedlous day

CLARE LODGE

A week spent al Clare Lodge 15 a real treat
fior our senior citizens, I's a chance to catch
up-with ol Triends, and enjoy good food and
first class entertainment, music, angng,

dancing and bingo

A very special thank you 1o foan Guiber and
all her stafl who teated us with great kindness

and consideraion. A week sgeni in the

beautiful surroundings of the Moumes is a

Bus Trip to Spaiga Dam {1-r} Bitly McCrony. Blse MceGinn, Mang Kealty, Margaret MoManus, Lily
MeDonagh and Dan Walsh

e CalEpher, AArs AMeGin































