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SPIRITUALITY
Fr. Frank Mullan

The Kingdom:
Archbishop Oscar
Romero

The Kingdom' appeared recently in
the issue of Reflections for wse at
Cenference meetings . . . but it has
dome more than that. 1t seems to be
following me everywhere - I've read
it in at least three different jourmals
over the past week,

I believe it speaks powerfully to our
work in the Society in today's scene
when we're often tempted to be
depressed by our seeming failure to
rake much of an impact.

For myself the main message is this:
We Cannot Do Evervthing
Curselves, And That In [tsell Is A
Liberating Experience.

We should frame this and put it
somewhere where we'll see itevery
day!

The important thing to remember is
that while we cannat do everything
we can cértainly do something and
div it very well. We're not inocharge
of the Kingdom, we're workers not
master builders and, above all,
we're ministers or servants, niot
Messiahs!

We plant seeds that one day will
grow. Aninspiring message from
Pope Johr Paul: ‘At this time o
Easter | am thinking of the work
viouk do every day, work that is often
hidden, and, without making
heasifimes, cawses the Kingdom of
Ciod to grow in peaple’s minds and
hearts | want you to know of my
admieation lor this |1||rr|\fr:\."

This should give an uplift to us atl,

EEIRTCIREAL

Brian O'Reilly

Morthern Regional President

Thie year 2000 has been designated the Year of the Volunteer! Many volumtary
organisations will throughout the course of the year be Righlighting teeir work
i teeking new members  The Sociely of Saint Vincent de Paul will be na
exceplion A national recruitment campiign wall take place towards the end of
the year | am confident that the Morthern Regon will be willing and active
pErtiopanls  But more abot that later in the year

For Vingentans, every year, is the year of the vofuriteer as members seek to
religve poverty and bring respect and dignity 1o those who exst, often on the
vary margns of lfe. The life of a Vincentian is a busy orie - with an average of
over B0 visits bemg made each week; add ta that your weekly meeting and all
the other calls on your time 3z a Confergnce member and pow know what | am
getting at! 115 nol easy being a Vincentian, Why dowe de it?

We do it becawse God calls us to love our neighbours by serving them in ane
way ar another: for us o the Seciety of Saint Vincent de Paul this s done
through the identfication of Chnst wath the poor. “If Jesus stands ar the centre
of Vincentian Spirituality, the peor person stands there beside him' The
eysence of the ahove quaote taken from.the first issue of the Vincent Mallennium
Partnership newsletter, can be traced 1o Blessed Frederic Ozanam's witings
when he wrate: "You (the poor) are our masters, and we will be your servanis
ou are for us tha sacred images of God whom we do not see

Very powerful stufft But serving our reighbour does not begin and end wilh a
home visi. We miust also focus on Serving and loving those we mest in ow
everyday routines at home, at work and at our Conference meetings . Do we
earnestly pray for those we wark with withim the Conference? latus Saysin
bohin 13:74: UF 1, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet you
cught 10 wash one another's feef’

Are we friendly and opan to those God puts in our path - even thegh we
weould nevar choose them for ourselves? Does not Cod continually imroduce
s bo prople in whom we have no interest? Chance encounters do niot just
Rappen Cod, | belisve arranges all oy expenences to enable ue te draw closer
te Hir| =0 we should nat dismiss ever goe of those uninteresting or difficuly
persons! Daoour Conferences reflact love and service 1o others and to eagh
oiher? Arewe ready to Ereat and waliome riew members in this Year of the
Voluntesr? Only vou can answer that guestiar

Qi service must abwvays be unsalfish  We must not limit our love of Sad anly

to:the werk we do; we must contineally pick up the challenge of aliowing God
Lo work through us at all times, in 2l places and in all those we meet - sa deeng
wabl resull ira unicn with the living God. 15 that not our goal?
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ANTRIM

n Wesr Belfast recently, 51 Teresas
Conference members and pancshioners
pad tnbute Lo yeears of serce
renderad by Eddie Murphy. Mass was
celebrated By the Conference’s Spantua
Dviractar, Father Gordon Mckinstry
Thara Tallowsd
and the society medalto Eddie

aresserital ey ol @ soredl

Eddie joined the Society in June 1950
serving fest as g full member and
subsequently as an auxidiany Hospital
At aTIory weas his maen msacn He
would have been paricularly conscious
of patients wino had come Trarm e
parts and were hess likely to have regular
wisitors . Mosgrave Pardk Hospaital
received his special attention. He was

Cahal's Presentation

WY :_1r'!3.- Travelles hay Erven It ated
talks an his travels and has sawvara
radarad pubhe shinns to his oarme O
mare tham a decade of summers he

Fod el m the |'|'|r)1!.:|,'[_:_x ol 5t Pagal Trairm
Cramascus to finally the Appian Way,
.‘.'|.=.||_'_L' weill red 3l :'-"r-'-'r"”'ﬁ -;.pr"?u-,.:u_;- 1{#]
Eddle’s straightforeard unclutterad story
Inrecent years he hasw
through Eurcpe wracing the foo
the garly Cailic missonares
Eddie was born in the Mewhbridge area of

Seuth Derrya stromghaoldd of the Murphy
Clan. He has taken a special interast in
the presence of the Maoraviins m the
area arcund B aguigan and their
suhicn fev the econamc e ol the

51 Teresa’s parishioners and 51 Vincent
e Pau! members wisk b veedl ang
futfillment in his future undertakings,

—ovrralualons
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 BELLAGHY THANKS FR FRANK

DERRY

5% My s Conference in Bellaghy
recently held @ Mass, celebrated by Fr
Frank Digmong S84 o mark 21 years of
the Society in Beliaghy

2 was held

o

chor af @ Cenfe

Migena and he.gave a very touching

presentad sach of the members with ar

Afterwards cveryone o
n MicKenna’s

members of 5

nce Ballaghy

































