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Smiling faces ar the Senior Citizons Chnistmas C¥aner oggamnised by 5t Ludoh T Canferance Maghers

% "~ 9 Christmas in West Belfast
# Conference Spotlight visits
Magherafelt & Maghera

% Cahal Dallat Celebrates
# Long Service in Portadown




EDITORIAL

SPIRITUALITY

Fr. Frank Mullan
The Image of Christ

Kecently in  London’s  Mational
Callery there was an exhibition of
Christian art called ‘The Image of
Christ'. Not much there, you might
think, for the secularised culture of
Britain. But you'd be wrong . . . it
attracted  crowds  ruaming  into
millions, fascinated by the face of
Chnst as represented through two
centuries in European arl.

This would seem to prove something,
and it is this; in spite of the
catastrophic (2l in Church attendance
there continues ko be something
magnetic about the Person and Image
of Jesus Christ. He still has the power
of attracting people to view His image
and  features, To quote MNeil
McGregor, the Gallery Director,
"These are pictures’, he said, ‘that
explore truths not just for Christians
but for everyone’.

In that remiarkable Chapter 33 of the
Book of Exodus, Moses says, "Lord,
show me your Glory’, and the Lord
answered, ‘N0, you cannot see my
face for man cannot see me and live'.

That was then. But now, through the
wonder of the Incamation, ie. God
becoming man, ail that is CHANGED,
Wow we can see the face of God. AsSt
Paul put it, “‘MNo-one has ever seen the
face of God but God has shown
Himself to us in the face and features
of Christ'. This is what God looks like
when He comes to us in human foem;

Philip Thi Apostle, after listening to
Jesus talking at length about the
Father, said ta Him ‘Show us the
Father and it will be enough for us”.
In other words a heartfelt plea - "Why
canm’t we see Him?  Jesus replied in
memorable words, ‘Fhilip, whoever
sees me sees the Father'. This is the
awesgme Lrith.

As Vincentians we often speak of
seeing Christ in the poar. Maybe we
fisedd to spend soine Hme first n
gazring and meditating on the face and
featiires of [:'l!l.rlﬁ.l Himself

Brian O'Reilly
Morthern Regional
President

Your Conference and Prayer

A common complaint  echoed by
Conference members at  Vincenban
seminars and Conferences is the one that
focuses an the opening and closing
prayers and the spiritual reading; the
prayers are rushed and the spirifual
reathng = often read with imdifference
follewed by a token discussion
Sometimes there s no tme fora spirttual
reading. Conference members want o gel
orwath the business of the mesting!

| teave it to you to decide on the troth of
this observation

If the prayers are rushed, then we ara not
listering to the word of God, Lowe of God
jstaning to Hrs Word, and so the
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ancd at the same time He calls youo the
poor persen,  This is called feaving God for
G

Puzzled® | wasl Ik seems thal the poor
often arrived unexpectediy and made
wrgent demands on the Davghters of
Charity, disturbing them at their prayers
However, Saint ¥incen? encouraged them
1o respond, teling them that they would
be leaving God whom they were

\

encountenng inprayer morder to find Him
irt the person of the poar - leaving God for
God!

(o we always hear the cries of those in
need at our Conference meatng? Do we
meel Chiist on cur wisis? Have we left
God for God as Saint Vincent puf it?

lust as we need to listen to those we wisdt,
s alsa an owr Conferénces we need to
listen to each octher. ‘When thers is no
listering. meebngs can Create strife,
division and bad feelings.  When
Conference members do not listen, then
the Conference will back away from
making major decisions
Conference _mestiops  should be  ap
U'FI i DI P
h,.m

i ddmh:lpt
If enges of ang

frd, for your sed
0.

onference meetifizls
i' al experience; remi il
b Cod is present asily
Bfference prayers |
Cofffcrence meeting sholifd
8 not just something Eons
e cinning and the-end. 51'1'5! ]
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vistble to all: a lighted candle ta reming Us
of the presence of the Haly Spirt and an
open Bible. Read and reflect on the
prayers, discuss the spintual reading. All
will hielp create an atmosphiere which s
grace-filled, Then we can leave our God
to meet Cod

Let wi give owrselves completely to [he
practice of prayer, since af 15 through
prayer that all pood things come to us'




Congratulatons to Dr Cahal Dallat who
has heen a member of the Society for the
past 62 years  ‘When he joined the
Society the President weas Mro M
Feenck, Clerk of the Ballycastle Rural
Cristrict Courcd ard be was succeeded by
M Peter Lamont, a teacher in the Boys
School. Peter's first action was to prasant
Cahal wath an exercise book saying, "We
need a Secretary and you are the
Secretany’  The next President was K
Charles M Kay ard he waas followed h}-
Mr Patnck Dallat. Cahal continued as
Secretary for 31 years after which he
becarne President. As North Antnm Area
Cournicil Presadeni, he served in the

Marthern Ireland Regional Council and the
Counci]l of Irefand,  He becama Secretary
again dbout ten years ago, a post which he
still holds  He remembers the first
Christmas parcebs gven out by the Socety,
which contained a fruit loaf, a pound of
sausages, a pound of minge, a hall pound
of bacen ardd  a bag of sweets. A parcel
cost three shillings and sxpence ar 17 and
abalf new pence The present price of the
same parcel is about £7.50

Ar a function in the home of the St Patrick

Ballycastle Conference

President, Mr Desmond Elliott, Miss
Chrestine Mchulian, President of the
Morth Anitnem and Morth East Darry Area
Council presented Cahal with a hang-
painted porteard of Fredenc Ozanam

CongraTgTans Calnal 1l

(L) Wiest Baifast Area
Presicent Pad Mokees ang
oifast Contral Mission's Rew
Davict Kevr recaive a choque
fram Bill MeConkey of Donald
.'r‘-_..'m_p Faper ar-the fdunch of
The -'_:-..ﬂg Tree Appeal in
Spruceheld Shapping Centre
Thig maneéy was donaned By the
company ta fiplp Launch thé
-‘lppﬁ.' Lespking on are Tiem
Hanreford, Spruceheld
Manager and Davd Hayvormh
R‘.:'gm'u' Manager of Marks £
Spencor






























