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The Message of
Pentecost 2000

Surely one of the most powerful
passages in the whole Bible is
Ezekiel 37 - The Story of the Dry
Bones; Read it. Read all of it.

The Lord set me down in &
valley, a valley full of bones. There
wera vasi quantities of them but
they were quite dried up. He said to
me, ‘Son of man, can these bones
live?" and | said, 'Lord you know,
Lord",

The Lord said this to the bones: |
am going to make flesh grow on
you again and you wil live. And as
| spoke there was a sound of
clattering and the bones joined
togather. | looked and saw that
they wera covered with sinews and
flash was growing on them.

And the Lord said, 'Son of man,
these bones are the House of
srael’, |sthe same Lord saying
now, ‘These bones are the Church
today, the Scciety today, our own
personal lives today, in these early
days of the Third Miflennium? Have
we become a bit like thesa bones?
Has something dried up and
shrivelled within us? At every level
we need a fresh outpouring of the
Holy Spirit.

‘Lord if you take away your spirt
they die, but if you send forth your
Spint they are recreated, and you
renew the face of the earth’. That is
exactly our prayer at every meeting.
*Come Holy Spirit

penetrate into our hearts and

kindle within us the fire of your love.
Segd forth your Spirit and new life
will be created’.

This Pentecost a stark choice faces
us: a withering and drying up of our
vitality and enthusiasm, or a
massive rekindiing of the fire of
God's love. Letus pray it will be the
latter.

Editorial

The spirit of 5t Vincent can not be
confined 10 any one time of place
Throughout the history of the Society
of 51 Vincent de Paul, its members have
worked tirelessly to relieve the burden
of poverty, deprivation and loneliness,
boah sparitual and physical

The Society has always been quick 1a
respond to an ever-changing sociely
and has been whaolehearted m tackling
problems in a very practical and often
simple way, Its strength is in its beliel
i (oed’s providence

Today. the Society finds an increasing
need to visit and help those suffering
from such poverties as unemployment,
homelessness, alcohol and drug abuse,
loneliness, bereavement and mentzl
illness.  Conference members could
cpuite easily extend this list with mamy
more examples

In 1835 Frederic (dzanam wrole
‘Charity must pever look backwards
but always to the frond, because the
rumber of pood deeds already
accomplished is very small, while
present and future hardships remain
imfinite’. Such thoughts should be our
HspIralicn

When we compare the work of the
Seciedy today with that in 1344 we are
reminded how much times have
changed Owr life-styles today are very
different and yet works of chamy are
meeded  While we strive to meet an
ever-changing pattern of visitation, the
unbroken link between the past and
present work of the Society 1s the
fundamental rube of personal service
Wisiting people in thar own home
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confinues 1o be the principle work of
muost Conferences and members

WVisatalion 18 the cornerstone of our
work and MUST alwiays remain so
I is important to meet and et (o
know those who seck our heldp and i
is equally important for them to get
o know us

We are, as Saint Vinceni often
reminds us 1he servanis of the poor
‘Let us go them, my brothers, and
work with @ new love in the service
af the poor looking even for the
poerest and the mosi-abandoned,
recagnising before (rod Ha they
are our lordy and masiers and thai
we are wworthy fo render theirr
sl services’.

Just as love of God begins by
listeming to His Wodd, 20 the first
service that we owe Lo others
consists of listening 1o them

People need to talk abour the
stresses and strains of their lves 17
they find in vou & friend who is
prepared 1o listen and give advice
when needed, then you will also find
someone who is prepared to make
an effort 1o get therselves right

‘Be kind and love for bove is pour
first gifi to the powr, They will
appreciare your kindmess and your
fove miore thaw anyrhing else you
can bring them. I vou wish io be
doved you must love and if you
have nothing fo give, give
yourself,

Sr Rosalic Rendu
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ANTRIM

The Society of 5t Vincent de

Paul meets on a Thursday at
lunch time. There are
several different aspects to
our Youth Conference’s
work. One of these is
visitation.  Visitation
consists of a group from the
Conference going during
lunch haur or afier school 1o
spend a little time with the
older people in the nursing
homes near the school. At
present there are three
possible homes which we
visit,

The group meets every week
at 12.40pnt and we discuss
the events of the previous

Spotlight On .. ..

Fortwilliam Youth Conference

Nociety members proparing Christmas Hampers

week. A1 Chrisimas we armange
the school Christmas Hampers
and the gifts for chaldren

We attend the Annual Retreat
held very vear in 51 Clemints
Retreat House on the Antrim
Ruoad. Members of the Society
volunteer to attend them and they
have been very enlightening

In recent years members from our

Conterence have also been
prcked to go to Lourdes for about
two weeks during the summer 1o
help out at hotels and the
hospetals. They have told us that
it 15 an incredible experience We
all enjov everything that we do,
enjoying a sense of fulfillment,
and knowing that we are making
a difference to someone's life,

Comagh OV Gorman











































