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SPIRITUALITY
Fr. Frank Mullan

PEACE

Thank CGod our time is now when wrong
COmes up o face s everiwhere

Never tp feave uy il we take

The longest stride of soul man ever fook .

Above is from Christopher Fry's “The Sleep of
Prisoners’ and | often think of it when 1 look at
Yies, 1t seems that in our present impasse we do
have 1o take the longest stride of soul man ever
took. Wi have prayed for peace, & peace that is
not just the opposite of war, or the cessation of
wiolence, but, rather, peace built on true
reconciliation and forgivencss.

Andyet . ‘we still find time to raise flags of
division and dance around our tribal totem
poles’ (Father John McCullagh in his book *A
Smile Here, A Tear There').

Our longest sitide of soul has not yvet brought us
as far as the Sermon on the Moant!

*¥ou have heard that it was swid: an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth, but | say to you if
anyone strikes you on the cheek, tum fo him the
~other . . . you have heard it said: You shall love
your neighbour and hate your enemies, but [ say
10 you, Love your enemies and pray for those

Can we, as Vincentians, try our utmost to spread

that message, & messape that poes deeper than
the Belfast Agreement?

1 would like to take this opportumity to wish you a
Happy Mew Year/Century/Millennium and thank vou
for all yous hard work throughout 1999 By all
accounts the Christmas penod was one of the busiest
{if not the busiest) ever, with several events taking
place during Decernber, which included the Joint
Family Appeal with the Salvation Army and our cwn
SWP Week. | notice from those of you who have
returncd the SVP Week Cruesiionnaine that the vast
magority have experienced increases in theis
collections.  These increases are attsibuted 1o differem
sources, bat we must never forget that active caning
Conferences who are seen to be doing something
worthwhile in their own ares i 1he best adwert of all
foor pur Socety

But enough about 1999 We have now entered a new
century bat unforunately the poor, dispossessed,
lonely and forgotten are still wath us. We must renew
ourselves, bring new blood into our Society and
combal not just the symptoms of poverty, but discover
ard redress the root causes, which leave families
without bread on the table or elderly people stiting in
the cold for weeks on end, experiencing the cnippling
costs of irying 1o stay warm. This new century willl
bring with it new problems, but our Society prdes
itself in being able o change and adapt to these new
problems  We have adapted in the past, amd we rnest
smive 10 continwe our effors in relieving poverty in
whatever form it presents mtself to us in the future

My second term as Regional President 15 almost up and
alas, white 1 have enjoyed my terms of office and found
then: challenging and rewarding, it is now time for
o else (o take wp the reing, and thankfully, we
have many commtted Vincentians who will be ready 1o
rise to the challenge  The efection wall take place on
Tuesday Z8th March  Any member af the Society 18
elible for election but only Regnonal Council
members or their nominees can vote. Any person
norminated must sign nomination forms otherwise the
proposal wall e imvahd - All nomanation forms should
be returmed o the Resnonal Oifice before Thursday
I6th March.
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Ohat joint Annual Family Appeal with the Salvation Army,
supported by the RRC was a greal success once again. All
facets of society, from g business 1o the man and woman
in the streed, donated m some form to the Socety and those
struggling o meet the demands of Christmas, right across
the Morth, wese truly graieful  We would ke to give our
thanks 1o the many hundreds of people who contributed, 1o
Tesco's, Northern Bank, Alliance & Lecester and Marlow
Cleaners for their support, also the Rotary Clubs, the
Round Tables, the Banks and Building Societies A big
thank you to the many Catholic schools whe underook 3
moawemental task in collecting non-perishable food stems
and presenting them in lovely hampers, and to all the other
donors who are too numerous (e mention.  Special thanks
must go 1o Assembly First Mmister David Trimble and
Deputy First Minister Szamus Mallon whao came along to
the Begional Office 1o lend their suppor to the Appeal.

We here in the Regional Office distnbuted toys to over
1,600 chaldren in the Belfast area alone, helping to make
Christrnas ‘99 g special one for them Reports are coming
in fram all over the Region of similar massive undertakings
i ensuring Clhristmas was enjoved by all. My thanks to
cach and every one of vou!
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To celebrate this greal Jubilee Year, a meeting of members
will take place on Sunday | 1th June at the Poing Theatre,
Dublin The theme of the day will be * A Just Society for all
m the New Millenmaum®™  This will be an occasion of
celebration, renewal and re-decheation and we are looking
forward to 2 big tum-out of members. A detailed
programme will be issued soon.
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It gives me great pleasure to tell you that the Anmual
Fundraising [nner Dance which was recently held in the
Europa Hotel 1n Belfast was & great success  Just undes
200 peaple attended this ghttenng cocasion with aver
£6, 300 being raised. A preat night's craic was had by all
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Juist e bet you kenow that 0-10th September 2000 have been
confirmed as the dates for this years Annual Presidents
Meeting in the Unrversity of Ulster at Colesune  Further
cetails will follow
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John Walls, Area Council President for Morth Belfss, has
asked mie to remind all Bolfast Conferences that the Annual
Belfast Betrean will take place on Saturday 11th March
starting at 5 00 prmand ending on Swiday 1205 ar 5 00 pm

Column

by Colm MeNicholl

The Law Centre are now offering a Legal Advice Service
on commymiy $&re 19sues across Northern Ireland. The
service 15 funded by the four Health & Social Sevices
Boards and follows on from the successful pilot project
funded by Homefirst Community Trost. The service is
aimed at social services stafll and voluntary sector advisors
Tel: (2ED 2444401

A number of Area Councils in the Worthern Regron do not
have traness or neesd 1o replace trainers who have moved
on. The Mational Traimng Committes arg halding a
iraining of trainers course on 24, 2%, 26 March and 28, 29,
30 Apnl 2000, the course commences cach Friday evening
&t §.00 pm and fimshes with funch on the following Sunday
All training will 1ake place a1 Kerdiffstown House.  Please
ensure your Area is not befl out?

[Hane Roberts cecenily gat in touch to tell us about the
Clnzens Advice Bureay Outreach Senvice in the
Mewtownards arca. One of the twin aims of the CAB is 1o
ofTer its services to all members of society regardless of
their race, religon, age, gender or status and in addition
Ards CAB tries to make its services as geographically
accessible to everyone tn the Distnct Councl Area by
provading an outreach service  An advisor from the man
bureau vists vanous lecations on set days throughow the
area providing information and advice. For those people
1hag are housebound and unakle to get to the centres.
because of caring responsibilities or disability, home visits
can be camed out. The outreach progect also offers talks
arF training to groups, clubs or societies on Tequest. Ards
C AR hopes that by 1has three stranded approach to try and
ensure that those people who need the service are able (o
access 1t regardless of where they live o what thesr
circumstances are  The cutreach service 15 10 he followang
locations

Comber Leisure Centre: Every Monday 10 Ulam - | 240
noon  Kircubbin Community Cenire Ist & 3rd
Tuesdays of the month 19 0bam - 12 0 noon

Portalerry Community Workforce Building: Every
Tucsday | 30pm - 3 3pm  Ballygowan Village Hall:
Last Friday of cach month E0.00am - 1 2041 noon
Towerview Resource Centre: Every Monday and Tuesday
| .30pm - 3. 30pm  Mental Healih Day Hospital: 2nd &
4th Tuesday of the month 10_00am - £2 (0 noon

Glen Community Centre |5t & 3rd Thursday of the
manth 10 00am - 12040 foon


















