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Annual Reports

The flowers are blooming and the birds are
singing - Sprng s here and with it comes the
Antiual Report. This vear, Conferences should
return two copies to their Area President, who
will retzin one and send the other copy to the
Regional Oice. [tis imperative that this vear
Conferences return their Reports before 3lat

May. The information is of vital imponance to us
because it forms the basis for all our development
plans al Regional and local level, and affords us
the oppormunity of giving the public, both in the
Region and Mationally, a fall account of our
wark.

The Morthern Region has always been the top
reporiing Region in lreland but lasg vear,
regrettahly, several Conferences did not repaort
and this caused a delay with our Annual Report o
the Council of Ireland. If you have any
difficulbies 1n completing your Report, please
contact your Area Council President or Area
Council Treasurer, who will be only too happy o
help you

It has been the custom over the past fiow vears (o
choose a few Conferences at random for
professional auditing and, if vour Conference 1s
lucky enough to be chosen, we will contact vou in
the mot too distant future. The Conference
contmbution remains at £200; please enclose your
cheque with Report

Summer Bonnets

The 19949 Summer Bonnel campaien will take
place on 27/ 2829 of May thisyear This novel
and smnovative way of rasing funds has been very
successful for those Conferences who participated
in recent years, s0 why not join the campaign and
et your order m now

Last year's campangn was a resounding success
for those Conferences who participated,  As there
will be & massive publicity campagn, 1t 13 most
impartant that your Conference participates in
this novel form of fundramsmg,
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A special preseniation was held
n Clare Lodge Hioliday Home in
Mewcastle on Tuesday Bth
December, with The Friends OF
Clare |__u-;].5v: FI‘TI:H:!I'.';I'IE Ly
television sets and a video
recorder to a very grateful
Comnuttes. The nems will be of
wreat benefit 10 all those whio
will be enjoying their welcome
holiday this vear in Clare Lodge,
at the foor of the Mornes
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The Council recognises the
inl}mrm:l-;'l.: u-r proper rraining and 10
this end. all exsting mesnbers n this
Arca have been through the National
Training Programme  Each year we
run an induction traimng course for
potential new members and last year
12 members joined the Conferences
Al present there are & members
undergoimg this course

Oue Thrift Shop 15 located on the
shares of Strangford Lough, in
Kircubbin, which 15 very successiul
in nod only providing a service 1o
thise in need inthe Ards Peninsula
but nlse servaces all the Conferences
In the area

We rent & furmature store and nen a

‘With a Little Help

by Cecilia Curran

From My Friends’

Pictured af the presentation were from Left: K Agnow, E (Juine, A Fee, J Guiller,
E Lynchk, I Call and P Mullan.

North Down & Ards Area Council -

van 1o cedlect and debver donated
furniture to those in need,
particularly those who are re-housed
and come out of Bed & Breakfast's
or hostels wath dll their wordly
possessIons n a black plastic bag
An average of 330 familics benefit
annually from this service

Chir main work is visitation, to both
Biomes and hl'ﬁs!l-ll:alﬁ which also
wncludes residential and mersang
homes. The bulk of our visitation

wiork would be with lone parents
and the elderly, alwough there are
signs of an mereasing workload with
single peopie


















