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150 NOT OUT!!

The Birthday Boys and Girls from the Erneside - Officers and Members of the
Blessed Virgin Conference in Enniskillen who recently celebrated their 150th
Anniversary - (front row I-r) Hugh O'Kane, Paddy Maguire, Treasurer, Joseph
Maguire, President, Kevin Rooney, Secretary and Terence Maguire; (back l-r) Cyril
O'Hare, Norma McMahon, Evelyn Carberry and Margaret Brewster, Martha
Smyth, Peter McGovern, and Gerry Duffy. (Missing from the photo are John Quinn
and the Spiritual Director, Rt. Rev. Mgr. Sean Cahill, P.P., V.G.)
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SPIRITUALITY
Rev. Frank Mullan -

THE EFIPHANY

e of the difficultues about many of the
rebmous words we use is that very often we
never use them e evervday speech or ife That
has the unfortunate effect of relegating the
wirds and what they stand for to a kind of
special religious wortd & world other than the
one we actually live in

Ope such word is "Epiphany”  Just count ihe
tmes vou have ever ysed thar one in a non-
religions contes!

In Scrpture and in the early Charch the word
meant Crod ‘appearing” of *showing himsetf” in
some way, especially 1o the three Wise Men, at
the Jordan when Christ was baptized, and in
Cana of Galilee a1 the wedding feast there

But it does refer to our life inthe present world
There are times inour lives when we can be
quite sure that God 14 *showang HimsefF to us.
There are Epiphames in all our lives  This simply
micans that God does appear to us and is very
close to us al important times in our fives eg, our
marnage, the binh of our children ste

e speaks to us very ofien at crisis times, like
sickniess, death of someone dear, or at & fime
when we have 10 make an important decision

Te help us see God's hand at work a1 all such
times we haven't got a star 10 guide us as the
Wise Men had Bt we have something more
important, We have our Faith
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EDITORIAL

Loy Orpinay
Regiomal Prosident

A NEW YEAR

I hope you all enjayed the Chnstmas festivities and
are efjoving your start io a Mew Year | would
like to thank vou for 2l vour hard work over 19958,
By all accoums the Chrisimas period was one of
the busiest éver, with several events taking place
duning December, which included the Joint Family
Appeal with the Salvation Arfiy and our cwn SVP
Week  The 5VP Week questionnaires have becn
sent oul to all Conferences. We have received a
number of retums to date but require & 100%
retum to ensure all views and experiences are
neted  Initial returns would suggest an increase in
income over 3P Week. This s & great reflection
on the hard wark being done by Conference
members, something the Society 15 well noted for.

It 15 also gratifying (o see the large number of
members speaking from the pulpit

ANNUAL DINNER BANCE

It gives me greal pheasure o tell you that the 1 30th
Anniversary Dinner Dance in the Europa Hotel,
Belfast was a great success. Chver 2040 guesis
atfended to mark the historic occasion, many from
the business commuruty, and ceramly the profile
of the Society was elevated 10 8 new level

THE MILLENIUM APPROACHES

But enough about 1998 With bess than one year
10 g0 io & new Millensum, the poor, dispossessed,
lonely and forgotten are still with us  We mst
renew ourselves, bring new blood into cur Society
and combat tol fust the symptoms of posrhe ot
discover and redress the root causes, which leaves
fismibes without bread on the table or elderdy
peopie sitting in the cold for weeks on end,
experiencing the crippling ¢osts of trving to stay
Warm

The Millenium will bring with it pew problems, bt
our Saciely prides fself 10 being able to change
and adapt to these  new problems. We have
adapted in the past, and we must strive 10 coainue
our efforts in relieving poverty in whatever form it
presems itself o us in the future




DERRY

St Pamick's Conference in
Magherafelt organised a coach for
the annual pilgrimage to Knock on
the 12th September 1998, with
other members from the Mid
lister area and their friends.

We headed ofT on our fomg
journey o Cur Lady's Shnne in
Co. Mayo. 'With a short stop

along the way we amved around

Vincentian Celebration

at Knock

by Louis Taylor

noon where we were jomed
by other Yincentians.
[unng concelebrated Mass,
the sacrament of the sick
was a very touching
experience as most of our

group agreed

After Mass we spenl some
time around the many shops
and then retumed to our
coach for owr journey home,
stopping for an excellent
meal in the Holyrood Haotel,
Bundoran, Co. Doncgal

£ O N wad Bl wife Cieaew o dis Flncemtion feiends
Srowi Adcerralia, Eard Goraratiner aad bis wife

5t Pamck's Conference
would like o thank
everyone who joined ws on
cur prignmage and for all
their help and inspiration
for making this the
enjoyable day that it was

The Codck Party proap e the Pilprosmsge to Kool

Christmas Celebrations in

The Annual Semor Citizen's
Chrstmas Dinner, orgamsed by St
Patnick's Confereince Magherafelt and
the local Lions Cluk took place on
Sunday 13th December in the nowly
refurhished Loran Hall in the
Clenaven Howse Hotel, Cookstown

Compere for the evening, which has
heen held for nearly 25 vears, was
popular Lions member lain Mckay
Local musicians, line dancers and Inish
dancers enteriained the elderly fiolk
wher were from the Magherafel and
Castiedawson area. Yet again the
aitendance was representative from
loth sections of the community. As
the photogriaphs shiow evervone
including the members had & very
enjoyable aflernoon. The organisers
wisld ance again like o thank the
business people of Magherafell and
Castledawson for donating over 50
prizes for the froe raffle, which was
held during the aRermoon They
would also ke 10 thank EVETY (e
who helped make the event a success,
in particular the staff of the Glenavon

by Lauis Taxlor

MAGHERAFELT

House Hotel, Cookstown and
Chambers Coach Hire, Moneymuose

I, 1he President woald like 1o thank all
ke members of 5t Patrick™s
Magherafch for their dedicated work
and suppor throughout the whale of
199% and cominued help and suppoit
n the future



















