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‘SOCIAL JUSTICE -
SOCIAL POLICY’

PRESIDENT’S MEETING
COLERAINE ‘98

Cheque presentation during the very suecessful Presidents’ meeting, on behalf
of 5t Patrick's Conference, to the Sudan Appeal for £1000 as a result of the
Magherafelt Conference’s fundraising event. F. Gallagher presents Regional
President Louis Orange with the cheque. Also present are Conference
President Louis Taylor and F. Flynn,
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THE EUCHARIST
- Rev. Frank Mullan -

As SVP members we are familiar {1 hope!) with
the recent publication: “Cme Bread Cne
Body"... a teaching document on the Eucharist.
Do 1 hear someone saving: “len't that the one
forbidding Inter-Communion in our
Churches? You could be pardoned for the
remark, if all that you have read is Secular
Press reports. Why not try reading the whaole
document? [t's a very rich document, and full
of relevance for the Society.

For example, the following quote; At each
Eucharist the Risen Christ says to us: 1 am
semaditig you to bring the pood news to the
poor.” The celebration of the Euchanst
comimits us to the poor and should flow into
social action. .. and our active love and work for
the poor should then lead us back to the
Eucharist as the source and summit of all we
do.”

We are all called 1o recopnise Christ in the
Breaking of Bread, but as 5t Vincent de Paul
metnbers, we are especially challenged to
recognise Him also in the the broken lives of so
many arcund ws. In the words of one of the
greal orators of the early Church, St John
Chrysostom: “Dao yvou want to honour the Body
of Christ? Then do not despise his nakedness;
do mot honour Him here in Church clothed in
silk vestments and then pass Him by unclothed
and frozen outside. Remember that He who
said: “This is my Body”, also said: “You saw
e hungry and gave me no food”,

EDITORIAL

Longais Chronnise
Reaionl President

‘Social Justice - Social Policy”

Following our very successful meeting in Coleraine
University, | would bke 1o thank all those who
participated and those who helped to organise it and
who gave 30 generously of their time. [ hope the
debating doesn't stop there, as it should be seen as
the beginning of' a valushle discussion process. The
Development Commitiee have now received most of
the evahuation reports, and an overwhelming majority
of members felt that the Seminar was better than in
previous vears and were looking forward to next
year's

Again, ower 994 felt that the speakers dealt with
isgues relevant 1o the curment Society  Other topics,
covered in the five workshops n the mormng -
‘Benefits Update', "Coping With Abuse In The
Home', " Applying For Lottery Money', “Home
Management” and ‘Youth Conferences’ were very
successfiul and well-attended by the early-nsers.
Unfortunately, it comes down to a matter of selection
and perhaps specialised subjects ke the ones
memtioned would be better taken as seperate
seminars.  [ndeed, such seminars were suggested
The matier will be investigated.

SVP Week - 6/13 December 1998

SVP Week is almost here again and this vear will fall
from 6th to 13th December  As | have siressed
before, this is the one oppertunity we all have, not
only to collect the very necessary funds to continee
our work for the benefit of those in need, but also 1o
show the Society in the best possible hght

Promotion of the Society and publicising our work is
ufpunmmn‘t impartance during this time, and while
the Regional publicity is extremely imporiant and
beneficial to the well-being of the Region, | urge
Conferences to prepare their own report and give it
out to panshioners along with our Regional Report
It has been noted in recent years that Conferences
who adope this practice reap the benefits

It has been a busy year for our Socsety in the
Morthern Region, and 1 know that you will thank all
those who have danated 1o us throughout the yvear,
and for their contimeed generosaty, | wish vou all the
best with your collections and as we approach the
season of goodwill, 8 Merry Christmas and Peaceful
New Year




"‘Social Justice - Social Policy’ - Your Views

- by Brian O'Reilly

The theme for this vear's
Conference was *Social Justice -
Social Policy’, The essence of our
Mission Statesnent ©. 10 identify the
root cases of poverty and social
injustice in Irelamd,” is firmly
locted 0 the teachings of Chiist
The Gospel imperative to love our
neaghbour requires that not onby
showld we help those in need, but
s address the causes of poverty
The deepening of our spintual life
must go hand-in-hand wath 4 very
practical concern for our neighbour
and thus with sooal action. In
refieving our neighbour' s suffenng
and meeting our neighbour’s necds,
we are also serving Christ Tesus

The main objective of the
Conference was (0 address the issue
of social inpustice and take the first
step towards the development of a
Social Policy for the Mornhemn
Regian as we move towards the new
millennmnsm

The fellowing are
YOUR vicews

In response to the Conference
meeting the needs of those
participating, 95% said 1har 1t dhd
meet their expectations and the
same percentage recorded their
overall atisfaction with regard 1o
the Conference topics and ther
relevance to the needs of the
Sociery

The majonty of the responscs
acknowdedged the contnibutions
from the main speakers, Prof Eidleen
Evason, 51 Bernadene Mchiahon,
Dominic Burke, and the Ozanam
Group of speakers, Pat Mckee,
Larry MeArdle and Bill Clinton, as
the part of the

programme which gave them the
greatest sansfbetion

With regard 1o those topscs that
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Wesr Belfast Area President, Pat McKee, during his talk on
the Dlzaram Ciroup.

At the end of the Conference, as has
now become customary practice,
members were not only asked to
evaliate the weekend's procesedings
but their suggestions and views were
also canvasssed on how the
Conference might be improved

could be expanded there was a
linany of suggestions from
indrviduals bt the tw areas that
generated the greatest response
was Training & Recruitment; and
expansion of the time for the
Workshop sessions wis also pur
torward

However, a magosity of the returns,
65%, indicated that there was
sufficient time fior discussion over the
weekend

A comprehensive 98% were esther
wery satisfied 'satisfied wath the
oTRAnisation a3 were $6% very
satisfied/satisfied with the seating,
oudifabity, equipment and comiornt of
the venue. However, noise from
members at the rear of the hall during
some af the presentations was
hugghlighted by a number of
participarnts

It was gratifying 1o read that the 32%
rited the Conference as being
‘excellent’, 56% recorded ‘very good”,
107 as 'good” and only %% found the
Conference 10 be satisfsciory’

The introduction of the Saturday
morning workshops proved to be a
grent success in thal 96 members
attended given that only 34 had
signalicd their intention, by post, to
atend  The Oratory which was sel up
for members personid and spirmual
reflection was welcomed by all, as was
the Sunday morning Mass which was
antended by over 100 members

Some of you said, 'firsg class
weekend'; “food excellent, debghted
wilh masses and the Cratory’,
‘speakers excellent”;, ‘more time fior
workshops™, 'mare time for general
discussion’, “what about & happy hour
at the bar?'

Armed wath a number of very
practcal suggestions such as ‘coffee
on tap” for those armiving, water close
to the main hall and an earlier stan on
the Saturday mormng with meore
information workshop sessions, the
Training and Development team are
now leoking forward (o Coleraine 99!
Finally, & word of thanks 10 all those
who attended and participated; to
those who facititated workshop
sesgions, Lo (he stafl from the
Regional Office; without ther
commitmeni and dedication the
Conference at Coleraine would not
have been the success it was



























