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Charlie Rogers and John Mooney of 5t Brigid's Conference, South
Belfast meet the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese,
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Rev Frank Mullan

LISTENING

The Gospel of a few Sundays ago prompts
this reflection of the well known story of
Martha and Mary. It might have been
Martha who invited Jesus to her home, but it
was Mary who made him feel at home. She
did this by listening ... “She sat down
listening to Him

speaking ..."

A friend recently said (o me that 50% of his
acquaintances were deafl What he meant
was that they couldn’t or didn’f listen. Most
of us are the same. We don't really listen.
It's easier to be active and doing things, even
if it is for other people. That can often be the
case in our Society work, Deprived people
need more than alms or a hand-out, they
need someone to listen to them, We often
feel we can’t do much for needy people,
forgetting that the best gift we can give them
is our fime and our friendship... and our
listening. YOU may be the only person who
ever does listens to them!

4
" |
i
8

Chuite apart from our work in the Society,
this ability to lsten may have important
implications for our personal life. Take
prayer for example, we think a lot about
expressing ourselves and our needs to God in
prayer. Maybe we would be better employed
simply sitting or kneeling in prayer...,
listening, as Mary did.

In his well-known book, “One Minute
Wisdom™, Anthony de Mello has this little
sentence, “When the disciples azhed for a
model of spirituality they could all imitate,
all the Master said was “Hush, LISTEN",
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EDITORIAL

‘ Lowis Crange

Regional President

Presidents’ Meeting

I am delighted to hear that so many
Presidents and new members have booked
for this vear's Annual Meeting of Presidents,
which is being held in Coleraine University
over the weekend of 5/6 September. | would
ask all Conferences who have not replied to
return their forms to the Regional Office.

I believe this meeting will be one of the most
important we have attended to date.
Archbishop Sean Brady, Primate of Ircland,
Sr Bernadette McMahon, Vincentian
Partnership for Justice Office, Dublin, and
Professor Eileen Evason, University of
Uster, will be the main speakers on the
Saturday afternoon

Giuests from England and Scotland will be
attending and Noel Clear, National
President, has agreed to address our
members on Sunday 6 September,

I leok forward to seeing everyone on the
weekend.

Annual Reports

T am disappointed to learn that 24
Conferences have not sent in Annual Reports
and Levies despite numerous reminders. All
Presidents know that we musi be
accountable for money donated 1o us by the
public. Each year our Annual Report is sent
to the DHSS, who pay a significant amount
towards our administration costs.

I would ask Conferences who have not
returned Annual Reports to do so
immediately. If you have any problems
completing your Annual Report, please get
in contact with your Area President, who
will be more than happy to help.
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DERRY

It has been all go at 5t Asdan's SYP
this June. Early in the month the
‘SVP Monday Club' hasted 2
amular chebs from Limavady al a
"Tea Dance” in the Chasis Baliroom
A large crowd turned out and a
good time was had by all  Everyone
danced away to the early hours of
the moming

On Saturday 13 June, after a year of
work, the “SVP Monday Club® held
their first Craft Sale. On sale were
large mirrods, baskets, stools, hand
panted cottages, garden gnomes,
purses, wallets, and of course hand
knitted tellytubbies, plus bats maore!
A g effon was put in by, who
other than President, Bally Boylan,
who gave up a kot of his time 1o
make it a bagger success than had
ever been hoped, Work has already
started for the sale next year

A busy time in June at St Aiden’s
Conference in Magilligan

O the SYP teip 1o Mo file

wear than last and once again they
enjoved an excelient time, apparently
they're shll talking abosut 1t yet!
Everyone concerned would like to
thank Joan, all her staff and the SVP
frorm the Meweastle area for
providing such great facbties.

Mext, 3t was off to Mowlle, Danegal
on what was planned as a half day
bus tnp. However after having a
famastic meal in MeNamara™s Hotel,
some people from a club in Mowille
joimed up wath the Magilligan crowd
and the half day trp turmed into 3
full day tnp. The fun was great and
new friends were made and mvited
to visit Magilligan

Senior Citizen's heading ol (o Clare Ladge

Ten Senior Citizens from Magilligan
headed off on their bolidays 1o Clare
Lodge, Mewcastle, Co Down They
reckoned the weather was better this

Tt has been & busy tme in June for Sg
’\.!I'.llh'-ls 'I.'_:-.’\|1FE:|r|:r|;':. |:||:swr.-,w_'|. l:h:.ns's
hawen 't stopped. They are now
trying to rase money o help with

the Sudan erizns  One of the events
is on the 5 Augusst “98 when there
will be a sponsored 100 mile bike
nde, plus a fun hike nide

The first %P Monday (lub'
crnll sale


















