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SPIRITUALITY - HRev Frank Mullan

[t seems thal esch age needs a prophetic fgure 10 appear and
put his finger on the particular need of the day. Frederie
Oneanam wiss such a prophel i & better, he mused sadly.
1" full of ideas. all right as opinton, but what abeul
action™ He remembered the Goepel incident when people
came 1o Jesus 1o ask if he was the real Messiah - the one
cven ong was waiting for, and the significant answer, “the
Whind sce. the deal hear. the lame walk, and 1he poor have the
Gospel preached wotlwem”™  That was the sign, that was the
prool that Jesus was the real Messiah - the poot were not
Forgoticn - it was for them that he came. And it had 1o be the
gare with the Church - the Church is the real authentic
Church of Christ if the poor continue o have the Gospel
priziched to them

Like St Vincem de Paul before um, Frederic's search for the
real Christ led him to the poor. And he was 3 man in a
haurrs. |1 was not enough for Fredenc 1o establish the fiest
litthe Conference. He wanted Lo develop and spread. Tna
letter dated 1514 he wrote, “remember that in human affairs
wucoess is only possible by continuous development’
anam avoided the error of action for 115 own sake, even
pood and chanioble action. Personal sanctification was of
prime imporiance. Mot cnough to behieve, or even 1o defend
the faith, not enough o adore the God of the Gospel . you
smeisd follow him - in the service of the poor

REFLECTION: Arc we, like Fredenc Ciranam, poople in
hurry. people of action? How can we as 3 Soaely bea
prophelic voice for the particular needs of pur day? 1s the
God of the Cospel our inspiration and our drving force?

PRAYER: Giveus the strengih lightly 10 bear our joys and
sorrows Grive us the stremgth 1o make our tove fraitful in
gorviee. Give us the strength nover to disown the poor. oF
bend our knees before inselent might Give us the strength
to raise our winds sbove dailv trifles. And give us the
strength o surrender our strength to vour wall with love
Amen

EDITORIAL

Lonis Orange
Repional President

Beatilication Mass

What a wonderful vear for the Socicty. as our members
converge on both Paris and Knock to celebrale the
Beatification of eur Founder, Frederic Ozanam. To add
10 the excilemem, we have reeently roceived the aows
that Most Reverend Pairick Walsh, the Bishop of Dwn
& Connor, las offered 10 concelebrae a Mass in 5t
Peier's Pro-Cathedral on Sunday 28th Seplember at

3 060 pm for meribers and their Gamalics

The Bishops of the other Dioceses hinve been comtacled
and we hope that they too will Told similar Masses an
whal is a truly jovous occasion for the Socicty. A
special better has been setit 1o 21l the Bishops in Ireland,
with a homily specaally preparcd by Fro Brian Magee,
M, 1o request their pricsts to speak aboul Frederic
Cheanam and the Society of St Vincent de Paul ar Mass
on Sunday 24th August or leading up to the National
Dray of Celebration at Knock on 13th Seprember

Gala Evening at City Hall

As vou wall note in Colm's Column, the Lord Mavor of
Belfast has granted the Socicty the use of Belfast City
Hall for a gala fundraising night on Satwrday Gil
December  The superb facititics have been offercd froe
of charge and members will be invated, along with
Heads of State and others from the business
community. 1t promises to be a superb night for the
Socicty and a landmark for the Northern Region.

Annual Reports

| am very surprised that some Conferences have sull
nol returned therr Asnual Reports and Lovies, This is
creating problems with the DH 5.5 who part fund our
Regienal Office. | know that vou have had a reminder
senit to you recently and if i imperative that all these
oulstanding Reports are passed (o the Regional Oifice,
through the Area Council Presidents. [ you have a
problem in completing the Report, please conladt the
Regional Office 5o that we can provide Lhe

necessary help Our National Council has asked os o
have a full audit of onc or twe Conferences in gach
area, and Colm will be contacting the selecied
Conferences in the near future

r




DERRY

NEW GROUND
BROKEN IN
PRISON
VISITATION

by Brian Tohill

L Wy ediiesdiay |1 Eh - Jume, Tor
the first timae in prison
visilation, 3 Confrrendes met
o discuss their varying

i pars. ol prissm visftation

i Marray, Gk of %t Phisip
'ert { enferemor im Thehlin,
liay jtred Biriam Tohil, the
Presgdent of 50 MHsmas Prison
\ imitation {onference, and
Amne aied Fddie €7 Neill of St
| Foseph's I'rison W isklation
Lanferemes Maghabermy, to
thsedr mew 1 Koo which
s Bave el up in S oumi oy
Frisen, aod diseriled i
wurk thrre,

dRrrward s, they went do ithe
C oamcll oF | evkamd i} in Sew
{“abora Koad, where Hnian
dede i Beiall Bk i i
MMagilligam Frisom, Anme

i wssad fer work im e
umen's Prison im Armagh,
and Fiddie move o description
ol hix work m the Aen's
Frkeoi in Armagph

Altbsugh wnder different
regimes, all ilie prisen work
unid criaken by the three
{onferences was sery slmilar.

CFver esendng meal, ey
cuimparrd their findings. They
fvmmul bt & very, very
warthwhile cyorcise aml really
Ibope that this is valy the ot
ull many more visiz betwesn
Frisom b Bitstion Canfrernoes

A year in the life of
St Mary Portstewart

Our Conference mects on a
repular basis on the first
Suncy of the month and cver
Wednesday and ihe meetings
are well altended. Some
members are unable 1o altend
an a regular basis but are
readily svailable when their
assislunoe 15 requined

W hanve had no change in
membership but hope to
allract mew recruits in (he near
future

We received penerous suppor
Trom our parishioners and ane
Tortumate that our income
excends our expenditure. We
have responded to vanous
appeals for assistance. n Lhe
wanler, forty deliverics of coal
were Aukde 1o houscholders

The October Club, inaugurated
by the Conference offers the
best of entertainment and
hospitality toour Semaer
Citieens one evening a modath
during the winter perod.

Students frorm the University
have been most gencrons in
offering their talents 1o this
project. Local musicians and
other entertainers also greatly
contribute io these sucoessful
Evenings

The Conlerence hired a bus 1o
take our Scnior Cilieens 1o
lovely Ballvcastle io scc a
musical production. Cur
Anmusl Cating in the summer
was most enpoyable, with over
liliy poople “tuming up’ for Lhe
iripe o Donegal. wath all

by Teresa Dolan

concerned enjoving the cric
Some furmiure was given o
those who requested it We
have had 1o refuse some good
Qualety furniture donations g
to inpdequiate stormipe space.
We are aware that we need 1o
find a solution 1o our storage
problem!

Throogh the suppon of the
parishioncrs we have been able
to have two very successiul
clothing drives’

It'% been a busy vear for our
Conference, but i niost
granlving onc alsa W fieel
that we have lud a very postive
viar and hope that 3t Man's
Conference in Porsiewart will
IMIPTTAT &0 18 perfonmance i
ihe year 1o come

The Monday Club by Liam keny

i Aidan’s :‘.'1;3_|:lli||i_t{j|u hawe a
good muxture of both voang
and maturg membors in the
Conference. 'We have been di
opration for 8 years and we
felt we wanted to do something
for 1he adulis and pensioners
wilhin the community
Magilligan 15 very much
wide-spread rursl Com ity
and some people sec no-onc
from week-to-week

The Club opened i carly
Movember “96 afier being
anneunced in all ihe local
Churches and potices put in all
the local shops  The Socicly
provide 3 nunibus 1o fake those
members withoul transport o
and From the Jocal communii
centre, where 3 nuiber of
voluntesrs make tea, cic
Dusring the first rime months
they hinve plaved bingo.
cnjoved masic, had 2 Ofd

Thr *uonslay Chub® resdy 1o beave for cheie weeks Bioliday o Clare Lod ge.
A great hodiday was had by all and we must congratalate ooy ome connecied
with the rusiiing o tare Lodpe

Tvme Tea Dances” and visited

other clubs. Thoy have now

slarted some crafi work, and
hope 10 have @ sale of work
belore Chrisings

Ihe ‘Monday Club” has proved

I b @ great success in the area
hopefully it will continue to
erow and almost certanly there
will b i large party for Clare
Lodge next vear

It"s good to see the Morth
Caast well looked after!! - Ed.






























