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RELATIONS WITH THE POOR

‘Meekness and patience in our relations with
the poor are the first virtues we should
endeavour to acquire. Without them there is
no charity that wea should not always be able
to give, a poor man realises and excuses; but
that we should address him harshly, he can
neither bear, forget or forgive. We may
sometimes happen to assume a loud tone,
when excited by the very interest we bear to
a poor person, or Yo scold him for doing
something wrong or foolish, This is always
wrong. The poor man is offended, and the
salutary influence we might hope to have
over him is then lost or much endangered,

It has been said and shill is proved by daily
experience, thal sending poor families to the
capital solely in hope that there they will
obtain employment and resources more aasily
than alsewhere, is merely bringing the
greatest calamity upon them - and evil almost
without remedy’.

M GOSSIN (1847)

— EDITORIAL —

all have, nof only o collect the very necesss
funds to conlinue our work for the benefit of
those in need, but also to show the Society fo the
public in the best possible light
Promation of the Sociely and publiciing our
lime, and while the Regional ﬂ“"“‘“"‘m‘:
well-being of the Region, | urge Conferences to
parishioners slong with our Regional Report.
It has been noted in recent years that
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A little Forward planneng would
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your lowed ones.
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= SPIRITUALITY -

Rev. Frank Mullan
Spiritual Advisor of Regional Council

REFLECTIONS

Hands up all those who
have ever really read and
studied the booklet that
was published by the
Society in 1991,
‘Reflectlons for Meetings'?

It is a mine of powerful and arresting passages.
Just take one extract at the Conference
Meeting and talk it over together,

In the past most of us engaged in pastoral work
- be it a SVP Conference or Parish Clergy -
took It that our work was to be doing good,
visiting and helping those in need ete. More
recently, It has come to be recognised that we
must do something more - we must take time
off to refleet on what we are doing (not
simply keep doing it). The process is ACTION
- REFLECTION - ACTIOM. The reflection
bit is to send us back to our pastoral work with
naw vision.

If we do this, we'll be brought face to face with
something very important in the Soclety viz
our motivation - why do we do the work
we do? We must see, and others must see
too, that the mainspring of our work in the
Society is a deeply committed Faith in Christ
and His Gospel.

We must never be seen to be merely ‘another
charitable organisation in the Voluntary

Sector’.

EXTRACT - My choice of the month

‘We are reproached f(and appearances
sometimes justify the reproach) with sinking
ourselves In the mediocrity of material help . . .
material help is only something extra’,

(M. Pierre Chouard, President General 1955)

Yes, he really said this and he should know,
As they say in examination papers - Discuss
and Evaluate!
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