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VINCENTIAN WORK IN KILREA

The Work of the St Anne’s Conference Kilrea
is featured inside on Pages 6 and 7.

SOCIETY GOLF OUTING
ST PATRICK'S WARRENPOINT
CELEBRATIONS IN GHANA

WHAT MAKES A GOOD
SOCIETY MEMBER ?
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150 NOT OUT

Very few charities have the distinction of being
in Ireland for 150 years of uninterrupted service.
The Society of St Vincent de Paul of course first
came to Ireland in 1844, having been founded
only a few short years before that in Paris (1833).

To mark this proud record of service to the poér
and underprivileged, there will be a day of
celebration in the RD.S. in Dublin, when it is
hoped that members from practically every
town, village and city in Ireland will come

" iogether to sirenthen our resolve to provide an

even betler service to the poor. Keep Sunday
8th May free in your Diary !

CONGRATULATIONS

Once again many Conferences have
responded to the Council’s request to have the
Annual Reports submitted before the end of
May. This is invaluable assistance in fulfilling
our obligation o report on activities on lime to
the National Council, the Northern Ireland
Government and the general public. We are
very grateful for the time and trouble taken by
so many Conferences to meet the end of May
farget and would ask any Conferences who
have not yet completed the reports to seek
Area Council help to do so.

The Conference Levy has only increased by £5
this year and I am delighted to say that most
Conferences have sent their levy as requested
along with their Annual Report.

ANNUAL MEETING OF PRESIDENTS

Preparations for the forthcoming Meeting of
Presidents are in flow and bookings are steadily
coming in. Once again, | hope that the
President of each Conference and the member
who attended last year should attend. If that is
no longer possible, then the place should be
taken by a member who hasn’t attended before.
This meeting is a vital one for the Society,
as we slrive to overcome the obstacles which
prevent us developing our spirituality and
finding Christ in the work we do.
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Four generations of
professional service

FUNERAL
SERVICES

Discretion
and

sensitivity

HUGH O'KANE & CO LTD
116/118 DONEGALL ST.
BELFAST BT1 2GX
TEL: 24 31 29

24 HOUR SERVICE

A little forward planning would
make a lot of difference to
your loved ones.

Talk to us about Perfect
Assurance, the prepayment
funeral plan for perfect
peace of mind.

Limousine service for funerals,
weddings and other occassions.
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THIS IS

HIV/AIDS Sufferers Alcoholics

Middle-aged The Sick

The Lonely The Bereaved

Drug Addicts

Homeless Unemployed

Abused old
Male/Female

Young

MY BODY




SOCIETY GOLF OUTING A SWINGING SUCCESS

Wednesday 26th May saw the
Annual Society Golf Outing take
place at Fortwilliam Golf Club.
Once again, congratulations must
go to Richard Davison who
organised the proceedings for the
fourth year in succession. This
year's event saw the biggest
turnout ever, and the Annual Golf
QOuting is now firmly established in
the Vincentian Calendar.

It was a beautiful day,
encouraging some great golfing,
and of course, some not-so-great.
A great day was had by all
present with everyone agreeing it
was our most successful to date.

A perpetual trophy was donated
by Dennis Rooney of St Gerard's
Conference and this trophy will be
played for next year.

The event raised a grand total of
£1,310, the proceeds going to the
Atlantic House Hoste!l in North
Belfast. This magnificent cheque
was presented to Regional
President Rita Mannion by Mr Dan
McGrady, the club captain of
Fortwilliam Golf Club.

This year the winner. was
Kieran McKinney, a Fortwilliam
member, with shots Sevy
Ballesteros himself would have
been proud of. Well done to all
concerned.

A Survey was recently
undertaken by Our Lady of
Apostles Newry & Mourne Area
Council on the perceplions the
general public had on the
Society.

‘Overall 150 questionnaires were
distributed, with 108 being
returned. The Survey was
conducted outside Masses in
the Parish on Hill Street Newry
and on various estates. The
results make very interesting
reading.

A surprising 32% could not
name any individual connected
with the Society and of those

S OCIETY OF
ST VINCENT
DE PALL

SRR A P i s

i

Dan McGrady (Captain) presenting Rita Mannion with a cheque

from Fortwilliam Golf Club for the sum of £1310 being receipts of
the Golf Outing. Pictured are Ruaidhri Higgins, Richard Davison
and Aideen DArcy, seen here with Sheila McCann and Joseph
McGuigan (of Fortwilliam Golf Club).

that could, 52% could only name
one person. The confidentiality
issue, as well as lack of publicity,
could account for this.

The image of Society members is
that of predominantly male
middle-aged and  employed,
maybe one reason why 30%
believe that the local branch is not
reflective of a cross section of the
Parish.

Perception of the performance of
the organisation is relatively good,
only between 20 and 25 regarded
performance as poor, but this may
be too high to be acceptable. The
high invitation rate to join the

5

, NEWRY & MOURNE AREA COUNCIL SURVEY

Society {20%) is due to some
members of the organisation
being interviewed.

The commitment to the Society
varies and it should be noted that
of those who may join, once a
week is too much. Perhaps there
should be encouragement for
various levels of volunteers.

Finally, there appears to be a pool
of members waiting to be asked,
probably female and under 45.

This survey is only a sample on
test of opinion - what is said most
is that the Society is poor at
communicating its role/message’.

























