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WILLIE LOUGHRAN -

THE MARATHON MAN |

Willie Loughran looking fit and raring to go on
the morning of the Belfast Marathon. The SVP’s
answer fo Eamon Martin duly completed the
course in a very good time. Details on Page 4.
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WHERE WE GO FROM HERE

Last September, in Coleraine, Conference
Presidents and relatively new members came
together fo look at our Society and the service
we provide to people in need. While the
weekend may not have been what many people
expected, everyone participated in true
Vincentian spirit. The result was the production
of a very comprehensive list of obstacles which
prevent us, either personally or collectively,
developing our spirituality and finding Christ in
the work we do.

The Coleraine meeting was only the start and
the group of volunieers from that meeting have
been working tirelessly since then fo tackle the
identified obstacles and put forward possible
solutions. As many of us identified lack of
relevant skills as a problem, the group have
joined with the Development Committee io
perfect a training programme for your approval,
or amendment, at this year's Presidents meeting.

They are also developing a draft strategy for
the way forward for the Society in the Region
for the next 5 years. Following this year's
meeting in Coleraine, each and every member
of the Society will have the opportunity fo
comment on the proposed strategy and the final
approved version will be available in Spring
1994.

Both strands of this programme, the training and
the strategy, will be unique in our Society. They
will be the members own solutions to the
problems identified by themselves. We are
more used to having a small number of people
providing solutions for the majority and they
aren’t always the people with the personal
experience of the problems. Logically, it makes
more sense if the members in the field, who
know the problems, are the ones to provide the
solutions.

Each member has a role to play in this
programme and a responsibility for it’s success.
We must all 1ake this opportunity to remove the
obstacles we have identified and move forward
in the service of Christ. THIS IS OUR OWN
PROGRAMME - WE MUST MAKE IT WORK.
‘We may not get a second chance.




S

Four generations of
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HUGH O'KANE & CO LTD
116/118 DONEGALL ST.
BELFAST BTt 2GX
TEL: 24 31 29

24 HOUR SERVICE

A little forward planning would
make a lot of difference to
your loved ones.

Talk to us about Perfect
Assurance, the prepayment
funeral plan for perfect
peace of mind.

Limousine service for funerals,
weddings and other occassions.

FUNERAL
SERVICES
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THE DARING FEATS OF WILLIE LOUGHRAN (Part One)

The May Bank Holiday saw the
running of the annual Belfast
Marathon, and following the
tradition of recent years, the
Society was represented. This

too hot for the runners, but
nothing could dampen the spirits
of our Willie. Rounding the first
street corner, Willie led the pack,
but the effects of a quick
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Willie Loughran and fellow back-marker crossing the finishing line

at Maysfield Leisure Cenire.

time, Willie Loughran, President of
Holy Family Conference in North
Belfast, participated for the
Society to raise money for the
Regional Sharing Fund.

It was a lovely sunny day, maybe

cigarette before the race soon
took it's toll. Bravely, he battled
on but couldn't keep pace with the
Kenyans.

Despite frantic attempts to flag
down a No. 35 bus with six miles

to go, Willie bravely held on and
finished the course in a superb
time of four hours and twenty-one
minutes (contrary 1o some
pre-tace beliefs and to the
astonishment of others).

As you are all aware, a Marathon
involves a lot of hard work and
training beforehand, and every
night, Wilie could be seen
pounding the streets of North
Belfast.

Willie's heroic efforts have raised
a staggering £2290 and the
money is still coming in. We are
all very pleased that Willie has
decided that the money should go
to the Regional Sharing Fund,
which helps Conferences in
need throughout the North of
Ireland.

This should be an example to all
Conferences of the importance
of sharing with our less well off
brothers and sisters.  Thanks
Willie, for a job well done I

NB. Rumours are spreading that
willie is now planning an Everest
expedition on behalf of the
Society - watch this space for
further details.

There has been a great response
from the Conferences so far, but
if your Conference has not yet
sent in the sponsorship money,
please do so as soon as possible.

FREDERIC OZANAM BEATIFICATION MASS IN BANBRIDGE

A Special Mass was held by the
Banbridge Area Council o
celebrate the Bealification of
Frederic Ozanam.

The Banbridge Area Council
invited the areas of Newry &
Mourne and Craigavon & Armagh
to the Mass and social gathering.

As is widely known, the cause for
canonisation is a long drawn-out
process. Conferences are now to
be asked to get involved in the
cause at local level. The Holy
Father, the Pope, has now moved
the cause up from 8ist to 1st
position. This means that Frederic

will soon be made a venerable,
which is the Church’s recognition.
Then they wait and pray for God’s
approval, whichis manifested by a
miracle. The Banbridge Area
Council have already forwarded
the name of one incurable child.

The guest speaker was Martin
Kelly from Galway, who has been
pursuing the cause worldwide for
the past 37 years. His talk was
both interesting and informative,
even to those who thought they
knew all about Frederic Ozanam.

The Rev. Fr.
officiated at the Mass.
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Frank Kearney
The

readers were Mary Lennon and
Mr Ted Rodgers with three
members of the Youth Conference
saying the bidding prayers.
Representatives from the
Conferences of Dromore, Gilford,
Lawrencetown, Rathfriland and
Banbridge all had some part to
play in the Mass. Area President
Peter Kearns thanked everyone
who attended and those who
participated in the Mass.

A special thanks was reserved for

the choir, who .under the
leadership of Mrs Noble added so
much to the occasion.



As you are already awars, the
Department of Health & Social
Services has been evaluating the
work of the Society of St Vincent
de Paul. The background and
commitfee structure, principles
and services of the Society,
fieldwork in relation fo services,
fraining, central administration,
and finance were all looked af in
great defail by Mr Charles
Bamford of the Auditing
Depariment of the DHS.S. The
main findings of the Audit are

printed below. The findings are a

credjit fo our Society, in particular
the Regional Office

Fieldwork undertaken for this
report confirms that the Society is
providing a wide range of services
in many of the towns and villages
of the Province. Many of the
services are an integral and
essential part of the social and
economic fabric of the
community. The general
impression given by members
spoken to is of need increasing
and of problems becoming more
complex and inter-related, with
one problem feeding off another;
for example where there is
unemployment there may be
alcohol abuse, child abuse, marital
difficulties. The growth in
services coupled with the
increased funding required to
alleviate problems, reflects the
increasing importance the
Society has in providing services
to the community’.

‘Conferences report easy access
to the Regional Office, which
provides good and accurate
information on a multitude of
enquiries. At other times the
office can act as link for the local
Conference, putting them in touch
with a local service/agency’.

‘The Society is well able to meet
its own objectives. These are
associated with the general
increase of service provision and
the maintenance of Society
principles.  All service targets
have been achieved, and in some
areas exceeded; new services
have also emerged. The Society

CENT DE PAUL EVALUATION REPORT

SOCIETY OF ST VIN

has been mindful of the need to
serve all communities and many
of their services stretch across
traditional boundaries’.

For such a large voluntary
organisation the number of people
employed in central administration
is small. Office procédures are
divided and delegated according
to these staff. The team work
required to cope with this heavy
workioad requires  sustained
motivation and a willingness to
seek out new methods for
recording information’.

‘The activities of the Society
provide a significant and valuable
contribution to social care in the
community’.
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‘The Society is in an excellent
position through its grass root
membership to have a clear
understanding of the hardships of
many people in our community,
and responds by setting targets
for the development of a wide
range of services'.

This evaluation look place as
part of the Department's response
fo the report on the Efficiency
Scrutiny of Government Funded
Voluntary Sector Organisations,
which recommends the
implementation of  regular
moniforing and evaluations.

A copy of the DHSS Efficiency
Scrutiny Report will be sent to all
Area Council Presidents in the
very near future.

























