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LETTER TO MEMBERS OF

Rita Mannion
Regional President

SOMALIA APPEAL

The collection to help ease the awful suffering of
some one and a half million people in Somalia
has, as you know, reached £525,000 and most
of the money has already been used for this
purpose. We entered into a very successtul
parinership with Concern Worldwide which
enabled us to honour the commitments of our
Constitution whereby we had joint control of
the project.

Ruaidhri Higgins and Colm MeNicholl agreed
to go to Somalia to oversee the distribution of
our Parishioners’ aid and details of their
harrowing trip are contained in this issue. We
will always be grateful to them for so selflessly
undertaking this very difficult task on our
behalf.

The collection has been done and the money
put to work in record time but is this enough?
I'm afraid the answer must be NO. Voluntary
agencies can pour money into Somalia for years
to come and it will ease the suffering but it will
never eradicate it. Only the United Nations
would have the ability to provide a long-term
solution but their silence has been dealening.
We are an International Organisation with a
presence in 112 countries, therefore we have a
responsibility and moral obligation to speak in a
united voice for those who cannot speak for
themselves.

The International meeting of all the National
Presidents of our Society is taking place in Paris
this month and this is the ideal forum from which
to formally approach the United Nations
voicing the concern of our members worldwide
and applying pressure for a solution. The
Society in Ireland has tabled a motion to this
effect and Bill Cleary will be taking a copy of
our Somalian video o the meeting as an aid
when speaking on the motion. In the meantime
we can all play our part by praying for an
inspired solution to one of the worst man-made
disasters in living memory.

We must also remember the unequalled
generosity of our parishioners who, in one day,
contributed over half a million pounds. We owe
it to them to do everything in our power to
ensure that the people they are saving now do
not face the same sad situation in a few month’s
time. [ am sure that most, if not all of you have
thanked your parishioners through the Priests
but if not please arrange to do so at the earliest
opportunity. You might also consider showing
the video to your parishioners after Masses. It
lasts only 9 minutes but saysit all.

THE SOCIETY

Denny Elliott, Development Officer
Concern Worldwide

Dear Members

I was very fortunate to be recently asked by my
boss, Paddy Maguinness, to join both Colm
and Ruaidhri on their fact-finding trip to
Somalia. The word ‘partnership’ was
frequently used in my meetings with Coim in
the St Vincent de Paul Headguarters in the
Antrim Road It has been one of the most
rewarding experiences of my life to see this
unique partnership between CONCERN and
the Society of St Vincent de Paul in action on
the field in the Feeding Centres and
Therapeutic Centres in Somalia.

I don't believe that there is another
organisation in this country that could have
collected over half a million pounds in one day
outside of Catholic Churches in Northern
Ireland. I think it is an achievement that will
_never be matched again. I also belfeve that
there is no organisation in“the world that
could deliver the services as efficiently and
effectively in Somalia on your behalf than
CONCERN. It was a great honour for
CONCERN to be asked to deliver the services
on behalf of your Society. It was a great
pleasure to deliver these services on your
behalf and adhere to the philosophy of the St
Vincent de Paul Society and waive the normal
administration costs of 1.8 - 2% I truly believe
that no other partnership between two
non-governmental agencies in the world could
have brought so much relief to so many
impoverished and starving people. In
witnessing the distribution of food and shelter
materials to the hungry of Somalia, we were
also witnessing something inherent fo both
our organisations, the very strong belief that
we will bring relief and help to any person or
peoples regardless of their religion or creed.
Colm, Ruaidhri or myself will never forget the
suffering of the people of Somalia, nor 1
believe will we ever forget the warmth and
humanity of the people of Somalia.

CONCERN’s volunteers in the field will
continue to bring relief to these people, using
the half miflion pounds donated by the Society,
for a very long time to come. Finally, I want to
wish you, the members of St Vincent de Paul, a
very happy Christmas, and a happy new year,
and wish you well in the valuable work that
you do with the poor throughout the world.

Many thanks and kind regards.

L Looner Clloth




A SOMALIAN ACCOUNT By Ruaidhri & Colm

THE CAUSE OF FAMINE

Less than two years ago Somalia
was a self-supporting country of
about seven milion people,
capable of providing for all it's
people without outside help.
Today it is a country in ruins with
over a million of it's people at risk
of death by starvation.

This situation has been brought
.about by civil war and civil unrest
throughout the country. Those at
risk are the families uprooted from
their homes by the war and
lawlessness. They wander in
families towards the towns in
search of food. They set up
encampments at the edge of
towns  constructing ‘tuckles’,
which are small igloo-shaped huts
made from bits of branches and
rags and if lucky made waterproof
by green plastic sheets provided
by Concern

Because these people have no
resources, they starve and may
die, both adults and children.

There is food available in Somalia
- meat, bread, vegetables, fruit in
seemingly adequate quantities at

roadside markets in those towns
we passed through. But these
supplies are only for those who
can buy. There is little help for the

the day. The country is controlled
by armed gangs who set up
checkpoints along roads to exact
toll, who take by force what they

Pictured above is a chjld foo weak fo eal.

weak, the dispossessed and the
starving. Because of the clan
structure within the country the
majority of the Somalis do not
appear to help anyone outside
their own clan. There were some
notable exceptions whom we met
and whose work in helping the
starving was an example to us all.

In Somalia violence is the order of

e,

e

Pictured above is a starving girl, foo weak to raise her head.
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want and loot continually, even
the food and material brought
in by the aid agencies for the
the starving. In a therapeutic
centre in Baidoa a few nights
before we arrived, gunmen had
broken in and had taken the

meagre blankets from dying
infants  trampling over their
emaciated bodies. Again when
we were in Baidoa it rained

heavily at night. The day before
we arrived the Concern workers
had distributed four hundred
sheets of plastic covering for the
tuckles 1o provide some
protection. Most of these plastic
sheets had been seized by the
gunmen. What is looted is then
sold.

This looting and violence
continues. Last week a convoy of
thirty-four trucks carrying three
hundred and fifty tonnes of wheat
from Mogadishe was attacked
outside Baidoa. This food is
essential to feed the starving.
Nine trucks were hijacked, one
got to Baidoa and the remainder
returned to Mogadishu. A number
of people in the trucks were killed.
As long as this situation continues
the famine will remain and the
numbers at risk will multiply.




A SOMALIAN ACCOUNT By Ruaidhri & Colm

THE FACE OF FAMINE

During our four short days in
Somalia we visited four feeding
and therapeutic centres in the
vicinity of Mogadishu and five in
Baidoa. We had hoped to visit
another centre in Mogadishu in
the afternoon of our arrival, but
our flight from Nairobi was
delayed because of fighting at
Mogadishu airport.

A feeding centre or a therapeutic
centre is a building acquired by an
aid agency like Goncern which will
contain buildings and a
good-sized compound. These
buildings were usually used as a
school or a cinema, or a bank or
for such purposes. Concern
negotiates with those individuals
or clans which claim ownership
and when negotiations are
completed, Concern moves in to
carry out whatever works may be
necessary. The buildings may
have to be re-roofed, shelters may
have to be erected and kitchens
and latrines provided. In Baidoa
because of the rain, Concern was
laying a gravel surface in the
compounds which otherwise
would have become a quagmire.

Negotiations can be difficult if not
dangerous. Again in Baidoa a few
days before we arrived Michael
O'Reilly, Concern's Director in
Baidoa, had negotiated a lease of
a building for a new centre. The
necessary work was done, but on
the day after it opened, the
owners had second thoughts and
sought to re-negotiate. They
wanted Concern to employ more
of their clan within the centre to
the exclusion of others. To
emphasize their arguments some
shots were fired. Michael
immediately took out all the aid
workers from the centre and
closed it, pointing out to the
owners that they were now
responsible  for feeding the
children and adults. Before we left
the owners were back again with
Michael and the hope was that the

centre  would
Concern's terms.

re-open on

Our first experience of a feeding
centre was in Wanli Wen, which is
a town about an hour’s drive from
Mogadishu. The centre was
situated in a building which was
previously the local bank. We
arrived before 9.00 am and
already adults and children were

liquid known as. ORS (Oral
Re-hydration Substance), which is
simply a mixture of water, salt and
sugar. The effects were
miraculous because after
swallowing the first few drops the
child was able to take more
nourishment and within minutes
was holding the cup and feeding
himself.

crowded inside the compound.
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We saw more children at risk in

7.00 am in Baidoa - the body count begins. Pictured above is

one such body, about to be wheeled away in a UNICLF barrow.

There were the inevitable armed
guards at the gate and inside the
centre. Most centres are of the
same pattern, though in Baidoa
the therapeutic centres were
separate from the feeding
centres.

We went first into the building
which was used as a therapeutic
centre for the children most at risk
and who required intensive
feeding. There were a number of
skeleton-like children of all ages in
the room. Their little bodies were
ravaged by hunger. They were
merely skin and bones, listless,
dehydrated, some with dreadful
pressure sores. These children
had reached the stage of debility
where they had lost the will to eat.
However, they must be fed or they
die and in Wanli Wen we saw for

the first time what almost
appeared a miracle. A child
resisted all efforts to accept

nourishment, but with gentle and
patient persistence the nurse
eventually persuaded the child to
swallow a few mouthfuls of a
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the therapeutic centre in Baidoa
than we did in any of the centres
around Mogadishu. Baidoa is a
town of normally eight thousand
inhabitants, but the troubles in
Somalia have increased the
population to over one hundred
thousand and most of them are
people fleeing from the
surrounding areas. The sights of
dying and starving children have
left memories that will never be
forgotten - the sight of small
shrivelled bodies on the floor of
the centre, some so shrivelled and
wizened that it was impossible to
estimate their age; many are
suffering from acute diarrhoea
and chest infections; some shrunk
to skin and bones, others with
swollen bellies and legs; many
suffering from open sores which
may become infested with
maggots. We could only witness
these scenes with horror and
marvel at the care and
committment shown by all the
Concern volunteers and helpers in
these centres. :
























