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Pictured above are Mr Gerard Lynam, Vice-President of St Columba’s
Conference, Omagh presenting a Certificate to Miss Clare McGread, the
winner of the Schools Essay Competfition organised in the Conference
area.

Participants were invited fo submit essays addressing the work of the
Society in combatting poverty. Also included are Miss Sinead McGarvey,
St Deicolus Youth Conference, Omagh and Miss Grainne McGlone, Teacher.
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Yes, it's that time of the year again - Annual
Report time. This year, in a further effort to
simplify reporting, a new 3-page,
self-carbonising Report is being introduced. It
need only be completed at the top copy which
will transcribe to the two bottom copies. The
white and pink copies should be forwarded to
your Area President, who will refain the pink
one and send the white copy to the Regional
Office.

I'm making a very special appeal to
Conferences to return their Reporis on time.
The information is of vital importance to the
Society because it forms the basis for all our
development plans at Regional and local level
and affords us the opportunity of giving the
public, both in the Region and Nationally, a full
account of our work.

1t is the responsibility of the Area Treasurer to
help any Conference in the Area o complete
the Report. If you have any problems, please do
not hesitate to contact your Area Treasurer as
soon as possible after 3lst March.

The Conference coniribution has increased to
£180.00 and | would ask that you enclose a
cheque with your Report. This is the first
increase in 4 years. The levy, as you know,
goes towards Advertising, the National Bulletin,
Seminars, Literature and Training costs. As we
provide much of this ourselves in this Region,
the National Council returns 50% of our levies
to be used against Administrative Expenses
here; Last year, we were the second best
Region in the couniry in returning Reporis - the
trophy going to the Kingdom of Kerry. How
about an all out effort to remove the trophy from

them this year - [ know we can be the best!
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Benefits flow from the fact that damage is done. Minds are | of reassurance, friendship and a

the unit of our Society is the local
Conference usually covering the
parish. We are serving our own
community, parish bonds are
strengthened, emergencies can
be quickly answered and if people
are not in on the first call, a further
one is of no great hassle.

But is there a possihle downside
fo being convenient to the area
we work in ? When a family or
individual first seeks help are
there members who say 1 know
that lot’ or ‘Sure he’s never out of
the bookies. Other negative
remarks may follow. And the

conditioned and the Conference
cannot consider the needs
objectively. Members who have
knowledge about people seeking
help, which has been gained from
sources other than through
Conference channels should be
very slow about offering it. If
those members think there are
serious dangers or a mistake is
is being made, then a quiet word in
the ear of the President might
suffice.

Every family is entitled to an
unprejudiced  hearing. The
Society's first visit should be one

3

revealing of Christ’s spirit to those
in trouble. Only over several visits
will a relationship be established
and proper knowledge of the
family’s situation be gained. Help
may be given during that time,
mistakes may be made. So what?
It's par for the course with
Vincentians.

IRy




DOWNPATRICK OUTING -

Women and children from the
Mother &  Toddler  Group
organised by the Society of St
Vincent de Paul, Downpatrick, on
their annual outing to Newcastle,
County Down.

Places of interest suitable for
children were visited; and a very
" enjoyable day was had by all.

v

The SVP grdup from ‘St Mary’s
High School for girls gave great
help with the children.

' CERTIFICATES AWARDED

A’group of young mothers' from

 Downpatrick received certificates
after completing a ‘Home
- Management and Personal
Devélopmerit - Course: in the
Patrician Youth Centre,
Downpatrick.

The Course was organised by
- St Patrick's Conference in
. Downpatrick: :

The certificates were awarded at
the end of term, and they are now
continuing with their studies.

GIRLS RECEIVE CERTIFICATES

A group of SVP girls received
certificates for their community work
during the school year.

" During the course of the year, they

visited St John's Old People’s Home,
Downe Hospital in Downpatrick,
Downshire  Hospital,  Psychiatric
Hospital and they also helped in the

" Creche.

The photograph shows the girls with
Conference members and auxiliary
members, along with Mrs Maura
Quiery, Home Management Regional
Council. o















