Society of St Vincent de Paul
Northern Region

Photograph laken at the presentation of £5,000 from the Coal Advisory
Service to the Northern Ireland Fire Brigade last Oclober at which the
Society of St Vincent de Paul was represented by Mr Jack McMahon
(Regional Board) fifth from right, and Mr Colm McNicholl {Regional
Administrator) fifth from left.

(see Regional Log, Fage 7)
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Rita Mannion
Regional
President

There has been = lot of dissatisfaction in the past
year over the problems in our twinning with
Ghana. We heard stories of a conflict within the
Society there and wrote fo the International
Vice-President for Africa, Pius Ehiagwina, for
confirmation. [ reproduce the important points
of his recently received response:-

‘Dear Rita
RE: SITUATION IN GHANA SVP

Thank you for your letter dated 9 October 1991
together with a copy of the letter you wrote fo
Brother Amin, the President General.

The sitaution in Ghana SVP is a delicate one and
needs to be handled with care and patience.

Remember that one of the cardinal reasons for
the existence of the Society is fo bring peace
and happiness to those who are troubled and in
need.

Now that there is trouble with the section in
Ghana, I believe this is the time they need us
most. We must therefore not fail them.

I would suggest therefore that you advise your
members in Northern Ireland to be patient with
the Society in Ghana. They should remember
them always in prayers that peace may return
to the Society there.

I have made my report fo the President-General,
Brother Amin, about the situation in Ghana. [
have also been writing to the National President
of Ghana and some of our brothers and sisters
there with the view to resolving the dispute. |
will keep you informed of any development.
With very good wishes'.

I can do no more than ask you to do exactly as
Pius has so earnestly requesied. Please pray for
our fellow Vincentians in Ghana in the hope that
they can resolve their differences and become
stronger and closer as a result.

To twin with another country in the good times,
like any other Vincentian work, is a very easy
and rewarding experience, but to be patient
and stick by them when they are having
problems we cannot hope o undersiand is, by
far, the harder road. It is, nevertheless, the one
we must take if we really mean it when we ask
God to help us ‘deepen our Vincentian
friendship’.
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- Mid Ulster Mail
24 December 1991

AGE MANAGERS PRAISED

‘A Lurgan ACE managel was oné of 80
who received training awards recently
at a ceremony in Pariiament Buildings.

Mr Clefus Headley of SVP aitended the
ceremony, hosted by John Spence:
chaiman O TEA, who said,
You have demonstrated your ability and
willingness to train 1o profession
standards and you will now be able to
help ACE workers enhance their future

career prospects’i
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Mid Ulster Mail
12 December 1991

SENIOR CITIZENS DAY OUT
jons and the SVP

‘Maghera felt L

Society got together io organise one of

the lowns biggest—ever Christmas

celebrations. Andwhata partyit was!

In the Arches Hotel, 270 senior citizens
-yp Christmas dinner

sat downtod slap
fabulous parfy which

followed by 2
Jasted well on into the evening. And
those who couldn't make it 1o the big

eventhad 2 delicious dinrer
their door.
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