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FREDERIC
OZANAM 1

Born at Milan,
April 23, 1813.
Died at Marseilles,
September 8, 1853.
Founded with other
young students in
1833 the Society
of St. Vincent .
de Paul.

Do not be content to dole out alms; that is a very cheap and unwise
charity, even if you had wealth: and as it is you have none.
Go and nake friends among the poor. Give to each family what
personal help your own better training enables you fto give In
one place the help will be legal, in another medical. To some you
may judiciously give practical advice  For others you may
procure work. In all cases, help them to help themselves, and
consider it your primary duty, whether you take them fickets
(for food) or not, to render some personal service'.

- Frederic Ozanam (May 1833)

(Published by the Northern Regional Office, 224 Anirim Road, Belfast, BT15 2AN. Tel 0232-351561 Fax 0232-740522)



Rita Mannion
Regional
President

Well, for beller or for worse, [ am back for
another three years. ' Al times | felt the last three
have been a lifetime but more often I have
wondered where the time has gone. No matter
where I have been in the Region I have always
been very warmly welcomed and I thank
everyone for their loyalty and support.

I haven't made many changes io the Regional
Council as [ feel we need this period of stability
fo bring to fruition many things started in my
first term. However, | have taken one siep
which some people may consider slightly
radical. The post of Vice-President for
particular groups of Area Councils has been
removed. Affer discussion with the V.Ps
themselves and other members of the Regional
Council it was agreed that the need for them
was historical and no longer as relevant as it
had been.

This decision frees members to iake on other

Barr (Derry) is now responsible for Spirituality
in the Region and Maura Quiery (Downpatrick)
will take over on Home Management. The..
will now be only one Vice-President in case of
my sudden demise or defection.
He is Donal Henry (Poristewart). You will find a
list of the Regional Council members elsewhere
in the magazine.

[ look forward to serving you for the next three
years and, as [ intend 1o spend more time out
around the Region, where I will be meeting
many of you again.
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AL COURCL

NEW RORTHERLN RECION

COUNTCIE BESPORSIEILITIES

Regional President

Regional Vice-President & C.QJ. Rep.
Regional Spiritual Advisor
Regional Secretary/Administrator

Regional Treasurer

Welfare Rights & C.O.. Representative

Development
Extension
Homelessness
Publicity

Regional Youth President

Home Management
Spiritual Matters
Properties

Emigration & Twinning
Prisons

Area North Antrim & N/E Derry

Precidents: Mid Ulster
Mid Antrim
East Antrim
Craigavon & Armagh
East Tyrone
Newry & Mourne
Banbridge
North Belfast
South & East Belfast .
West Belfast

Miss Rita Mannion
Mr Donal Henry

Mr Colm McNicholl
Mr Louis Orange
Mr Ruaidhri Higgins
Mr Jack McMahon
Mr Pat McHugh .
Miss Aideen D’Arcy
Mr Gerry Gilmore
Miss Bernadette Canning
Mrs Maura Quiery
Mr Andrew Barr

Mr Joe O'Reilly

Mr Declan O'Loan
Mr Larry McArdle

Miss Christina McMullan
Mr Vincent O'Neill
Mrs Sheelagh Hillen
Mr Archie McCormick
Mr John Campbell

Mr Joe Kane

Mr Peter Connolly
Mrs Mary Jordan

Mr Eugene Magill

Mr Matt O'Neill

Mr Jack McClure

North Down Mr Brian O'Reilly
East Down Mr John Bryce
Kilmegan Mr Jack Cowan
Derry City Mrs Patricia Cassidy
North Derry Mrs Teraia Dillon
Strabane Mr Jim McBride
Omagh Mr Jim Hannigan
Fermanagh Mr Jack Duffy

May Walker, President of St | slide show of the Holy Land, grounds. The outing was enjoyed
Bernadette’s Belfast has kindly | Wnch, Mass, Confession (if by all. We hope to repeat the
sent in this arficle and photo of | needed) and a walk in the lovely outing soon.

the Tea-Club.

Last year, to get the senior
members of the Parish out, we
started an afternoon Tea-Club'.
Here, once a month, they would
meet old friends, have a chat and
even manage .a wee Song or
recitation between the tea and
chat.

Here is a picture of a day-out at
St Clements, with some of the
members. We arrived there for
11.00 and there followed a talk and




ST COLMCILLES OBELS [¥ BOTHEATRICE

A new Conlerence of St Vincent
de Paul has got under way in
Downpalrick. The Conference
opened in December 1990 and
has been named St Colmcille’s.
They have been holding their
meefings in Ballymote Walk Mode!
Farm in Downpatrick every
Tuesday night from where they
have been actively involved in
helping families throughout the St
Colmcille’s area.

The Conference was set up with
the help. of St Patrick’s
Conference in Downpatrick and a
very special tribute has to be
paid o Mrs Brenda Gribben, the
President of St Patrick’s, who

John McKay {President), Loretta Murply (Treasurer), Sean McMullan

was more than generous with her
time and patience with us in our
beginning.

Our Conference is small with six
members but we feel that it has
gelled into a very active one with
with everyone playing a fole. The

{Secretary).

area we work has a high rate of
unemployment and many other
social problems and the workload
at times can be heavy but at the
outset very rewarding. There is
certainly no time to get bored as
everyone is involved with families
which no doubt helps to keep up
the initial enthusiasm.

| hope GOD willing at the end of
our first year we will all feel the

same and still have the enthu-
siasm we have had over the early
months. In some small way | hope
we can as a Conference help to

try and eradicate the injustice and
deprivation felt by the families in
the St Colmcille’s area.
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DESHMONY MERIDE

St CGolumba's Gonference in Omagh have lost a very
able and willing member in Desie McBride.

Besides being an area visitor, he had sole charge of
organising entertainment for the people in the
hospitals and Old Peoples Homes - not just at
Christmas bul on & regular basis throughout the
year. When Desie was organising a ‘do’ for the
palients, the enteriainers gave of their time and
talents - not just for the people but because it was
Desie who asked them. They never said no to him.

He was & weeokly visitor o the hospitals, giving out
cigarettes and sweets and of course plenty of ‘auld
chat’, to those who looked forward so much o his
regular visits.

When Desie was ill before Christmas, he was slill
thinking and talking about the less forlunate in his
area, and asked another member fo make sure that
they received their hampers. Even in pain his
thoughts were not for himself but for others. It is
only in losing & member like Desie that many of us
now realigse just how imporitant his kind of giving
was. He will be sadly missed by us all.
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Experiencing Home Visitation
for the first #ime can be quite
an ordeal for the uninitiated,
Below is one member’s (who
shall  remain  namelessi)
account of ‘the very first fime’.

Not long a member of the Society
| was still learning the ropes. Big
Vincent McGraw, brusque and
kindly, had adopted me and was
taking me with him on his calls.
Neither a push-over nor a
patroniser, where the poor were
concerned it was rights first and
charity second.

After several weeks of visiting
together, with myself very much
the silent partner, we approached
another door.

‘Right’, said Vincent, ‘You've seen
how it's done, you're in charge on
this one’.

As the door opened | launched
into the preliminaries. ‘Good
evening Mrs Smith, my name is Mr
McGinn and this i8 Mr McGraw.
We are from the local St Vincent
de Pauf. A friendly and useful
vigit followed. Problems were
identified and various remedies
discussed. | was quite pleased
with my performance, modestly
aware that the Conference had

acquired a valuable asset. | con-.

fidently awaited Vincent's verdict.
It was readily forthcoming.

‘Not bad at all, lad, not bad at all.
But tell me one thing. If Jesus
Christ had gone to that door
tonight, would He have introduced
himself as Mr Christ 7

That lesson was fiercely
pertinent and has never been
forgotten. Thank you, Vincent.
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Young Patrick Kelly presents a cheque of £200 to Benedict
Lavery of St Peters Gonference in Lurgan. The money was
raised through a sponsored spell by the 4a pupils o! St Peler's
Primary School.

Also piclured are Mary Burke and Patrick Murray (Frincipal).

SORYe RIOOT THE RULE BOOR ? - Rt Mopennts
4.What are the obligatory 8. How is.a Conference President
prayers at a meeting ? chosen? ’

1. What is the greatest strength in
the structure of our Society ?

2.what is the most important
single event in the Society ?

3.May a Conference meet other
than weekly ?

5. What characteristics govern

9. For how long is he appointed ?
the prayers ? ‘

10What is the present upper age
limit for a President ?

6. Who may be a spiritual advisor
to a Conference ?

7.1s the spiritual advisor a full
member of (2) a Conference or
(b)its board ?













