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FPictured above are members of the Craigavon & Armagh Area Council and guests at
their Annual General Meeting in St Anthony's Hall, Lismore on Sunday 15th Ociober 1989,

T must emphasise that improved communication is paramount if we are to

better our service lo the poor in the Craigavon Area”. Joseph P Loughran
‘ . Area President.

(See page 3)

See January Issue for
the Role of an Area
Council President

See Page 7 for structure of
Sociely and Role of a
Regional Vice President
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Congratulations and thanks to St Comgall's
Conference Larne, on their in-depth arficle on
the formation and history of their Conference,
which is included in this issue. If makes
inferesting reading. | hope many similar
articles will follow from all you scribes out
there.

Thanks also io those 22 Conferences who
were asked to fake part in the Survey relating
to the huge increase in the volume of work
and number of referrals which we are now
receiving. There was a 100% response fo this
Survey and it revealed some disturbing facts
and figures which are desali with in a separate
article.

The Child Poverty Action Group Survey on the
effects of the Social Fund will not be
published until after Chrisimas. I have
however, “obtained” a copy of the Final Draft
of the Chapter relating to the work of the
Society and as soon as I have digested these
faclts and figures [ will circulate them.

I hope you like this issue and all that remains
is for me to wish you a Happy and Holy
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Irish Catholic
14 September 1989

SHARE WITH POOR
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Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
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CRAIGAVON & ARMAGH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

n a major drive fo provide a
better service fo the needy in
the Area, Jocal Conferences
have substantially increased
the number of home visits’, said
Marie Hoey, Secretary, at the
Annual General Meeting of the
Craigavon & Armagh Area
Council of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul The meeting,
conducted by Joseph P
Loughran, Area President, was
held in St Anthony's Hall, Lismore
on Sunday 15th October. Marie
went on to say that the Society
now had a representative on the
Southern Education & Library
Board and that: "Members should
be willing to take their place on
such Bodies, where they could
make a valuable contribution and
by doing so would enhance the
image and work of the Society”.

Guest speakers included Ruaidhri
Higgins and Aideen D'Arcy,
members of the Northern
Regional Board, who gave
excellent falks on
‘Communication’ and  'Social
Justice’, respectively.

Joseph P Loughran
Area President

Ruaidhri stated that, "the most
effective means of
communication is by way of
direct contact. The grouping of
Conferences into Area Councils
provides essential support and
maintenance for Conferences
and thus Area Councils are a
most vital part of the structure of
the Society. Since 1978 the
strengthening and improvement
of Area Councils is regarded as

a priority to achieve growth and
development of the whole
Society to provide a proper
service to those we help’
Aideen stressed that the Society
had made a significant
contribution to alleviating
poverty. She stated,
"Sometimes we tend 1o greatly
underestimate the importance of
this aspect of our work. We
forget that we are part of a
large, national and indeed
international, organisation. This
gives power and strength to our
voice when we speak out on
behalf of the poor”.

Irene Haughey, received high
praise for her well organised and
well attended Home Management
Courses which had been held in
the Ozanam Centre, William
Street, Lurgan.

Fr McAnerney, Portadown, gave
an impressive talk on Spirituality
and the meeting concluded with
Benediction in St Anthony's
Church, celebrated by Rev Fr
McGuiness P.P.,, Moyrafferty.

SOCIETY REPRESENTED AT MAJOR EXHIBITION

Approximately 70 Exhibitors
from both the private and
voluntary sector were
represented at a major
Exhibition/Information Day, in St
Kevin's Hall, North Queen Street,

Belfast, on 2nd November. The
event atiracted considerable
media and public attention and
was the biggest of its kind in
North Belfast for many years.
The Society was represented

NORTHERR REGHH

Michael Teague (Regional Office) talking to Mr Bill Crozier

from the Department of Economic Develapmegt.

throughout the day by members
of the Regional Council, Area
Council, local Conference and
Staff at Eia House, and was
complimented by the organisers,
St Patrick’s Community
Enterprise, on its most colourful
stand,

The main aim of the exhibition
was to promote the area, one of
the most economically deprived
in the Region, among prospective
employers.




SURVEY REVEALS ALARMING FIGURES

The internal Survey which
was carried out in
September revealed some
very disturbing facts and
figures in relation to the
work and service which the
Society is now being asked
to provide.

Twenty two Conferences took
part in the survey and it revealed
that, in the month of September
alone, 96 requests for cookers
were received by these
Conferences. In this period, thirty
one cookers were delivered,
along with 44 suites of furniture,
which represented more than half
of the number of - requests
received for suites. 92 beds, or
approximately 80% of the total

Item Requests Deiivered Pending
Food 308 261 45
Beds & Matressess 19 90 29
Televisions 14 8 6
Dropside Cots 22 7 15
Cookers 96 31 65
Fridges 35 15 20
Washing Machines 41 12 29
Vacuum Cleaners 10 4 6
Clothing 424 294 130
Suites 73 44 29
Carpet 33 21 12
Dining Room Suites 52 30 22
Coal & Gas 51 51 = Nil
Others 188 133 &5
TOTAL 1464 1C01 463

Table showing results taken from the 22 Conferences below

requests received, were
delivered. It is estimated that at
least 80% of these requests are
referrals from Social Services
and other Statutory and
Voluntary Organisations. If we
assume that the figures
represented 20% of the total
number of requests received by
the Society in the Region, then
they are quite alarming figures
indeed, and must be examined
more closely at all levels.

(8t Mary Greencastle, St Therese
Somerton = Road, Holy  Family
Newington, St Paltrick, St Malachy, St
Malihew, Corpus Christi Holy Trinity,
8t Teresa, St Pauj Matt Talbotl St
Michael (Ar seirast) St Joseph Anirim

' Immaculate Conception Cookstown,

St Peter Lurgan St Anthony
Craigavon, Holy Family Coalisland, St
Patrick  Downpatrick, Immaculate
Conception Newcastle, St Peter
Strathfoyle, St Patrick Dungiven, St
Joseph Strabane).

Regional Gouncil Members Address Diocesan Synod

Following the representations
made to Cardinal Tomas O'Fiaich
and Bishop Cahal Daly before
and after the Presidents’ meeting
in  September, our Regional
President Rita Mannion, together
with Jack McMahon, National
Development Officer, and
Ruaidhri Higgins, Regional Board
Member, were invited to speak
to over 100 priests of the Down
& Connor Diocese in St
Malachy's College on 24th
October 1989.

Rita stressed that Spirituality
had a very important role to play
in todays Society, just as it had
when it was formed in Paris in
1833, when one of the initial 7
founderers was a Spiritual
Advisor. She continued; "“These
first Vincentians had three main
aims:

1. To bear witness to Christ in
the service of the needy.

2. To help each other through
mutual example and love, and

3. To visit and comfort the
needy in their homes.

As you can see the first two
aims are purely Spiritual and it
was only by living and
experiencing the first two that
they were able to carry out the
third - visiting the poor in their
homes”. She continued by saying,
“Those three aims are still ours
today which is why we need
Spiritual advice - it is why we
need you. Without good Spiritual
advice, without you, we can only
achieve the third aim of our
founder which makes us no more
than voluntary social workers.
4

Jack McMahon continued by.
saying that "The Spiritual Advisor
ensures that the prayers are
properly suited. He helps in
the selection of suitable Spiritual
Readings and encourages the
members to participate in a short

discussion of the passage
chosen..... Through pressure of
commitments, some  Spiritual

Advisors have had to curtail their
attendance to the first part of
the meeting. We would like to
make a suggestion. It is that, if
possible, you remain for the
whole meeting, even if that
should mean that you may be
able to attend only one meeting
in every three or four. Past
experience shows that this is
more productive”.

Ruaidhri Higgins concluded the
Society participation by Chairing
a 'Question and Answer session.
Feedback from the meeting has
been quite positive to date and
it is hoped that Spiritual Advisors
will continue to play an important
part in the future of the Society.















