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HIS LORDSHIP MOST REY. DR. MAGEEAN
Bishop of Down aond Connor



* LISBREEM,” SOMERTOM ROAD,
BELFAST.

HE 5t, Vincent de Paul Society is one of the greatest loy organisations
in the Church,  Strarted in May, 1833, by o few siudents of the
Sorbonne, Paoris, under the Inspired leadership of Frederic Ozonom It
spread ropidly, ond now operates wherever the Catholic Church is found.
The Society s so simple in its organisation that it is easlly odapted to the
porticulor needs of the ploce and howr.  Among its octive members it
includes men of every walk in life; it oppecls to the fundamental instincts
of the human heart, ond draws its recruits from all closses, workers, trodes-
men, business men ond professional men,

It is dedicated to the cause of Christian Charity,  Its purpose is to
refleva those in need whatever their creed or closs: the only possport it
recognises is poverty. [r does not confine itself to the relief of material
need ; through personol contoct, personal service, through visitation of
homes, lodging houses ond prisons Its members by counsel, advice and
encouraogement seek by every meons in their power to help those who hove
fallen by the wayside.  Their aim is the spiritucl welfore and the moral
uplift, as well os the moteriol betterment of those whom they assist.  This
is done In mo spirit of condescension, but in the spirit of true Christion
Charity: their purpose, their method and monner, their activities stem from
the Faith, for they look upon those they help as children of a.common
Father and their brothers in Cheist,. The wvolue of their work con be
megsured by the ploce it holds in the economy of the Church: the 5t
Wincent de Poul Society was classified by our late Holy Father, Pius XI, as
on Auxillory of Catholic Action.

This Booklet treats of the origin, growth and history of the Society
in the diocese of Down and Connor.  The theme is an inspiring one: it is
the expansion of the Society during the last century till at the present time;
covers like a golden network of charity every parish in the diocese. | have
much pleosure in commending it to all. It morks o definite stoge in the
development of the Society, and will be on incentive ond an inspiration to
those who follow to emulote the neble endeovour ond high achievement
of its pioncer days in this diccese.

It has been sometimes suggested that the new social legislation will
render the work of the Society unnecessory. This Is o mistake. The poor
we shall always have with us; and perhops under the Welfare State that
threatens us in the future the 5t. Vincent de Paul Society will provide that
humanising e¢lement in social work which is 30 necessory ond which is dis-
oppearing 20 fast in this mechanical age.

The Society requires new recruits, especiolly omong the young men:
no other sphere of octivity will provide for the youth of the present day a
more voluable troining ground than the field of Catholic Charity. In it
they will receive, spiritually and marelly, mare than they give. They will
in reality be debtors to the poor. The dynamism of Cathalic Charity will
influence enormously their characters and their lives.  With the assist-
aence of the young men there Is o bright future in this diocese for the
Society, ond with the blessing of God it will continue to flourish end expand,

Feast of Pentecost, 1950. "k DAMIEL.












































































































