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His Eminence Cardinal O'Fiaich, Archbishop of Armagh with
Danny O'Brien, Regional President 1983

As we celebrate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the founding in Paris of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul we are reminded of the courage and vision of Frederic
Ozanam, the Society's founder, Since its foundation the members of the Society have
treated the poor with dignity and respect, and have constantly sought to meet the needs
of each succeeding generation in the most appropriaie way.

“wou will always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can benefit
them”, Our Lord said to the apostles (Mark 14:7). With God's help there will always be
people ready to answer the challenge which the poer present to us all. | am sure that the
Society and its members will be as zealous in the future as they have been in the past, and
that the vision of Frederic Ozanam will continue to inspire their every action.
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Jack Younger
National Vice-President with responsibility
for the Northern Region 1970 - 72.

Ruaidhri Higgins
Regional President 1974 - 80

Eoin Higgins
Regional President 1980 - 83




As members of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, we are privileged indeed to be
associated with the Society in this special year, the 150th Anniversary of its foundation,
and it is my special honour as Regional President to write a foreword to this
commemorative booklel compiled by our Northern Region Training and Development
Committee,

The booklet treats of the origin, growth and history of the Society since its
foundation.

There have been many improvements and innouvations over the last number of
years and the more flexible attitudes prevalent today point to many facets of work that
still require attention.

Frederic Ozanam said “remember that in human affairs, success is only possible by
continual development”. We have a responsibility io change first ourselves and then
where possible the community in which we live,

A body of virile Cathaolic opinion, animated with Catholic principles can do much to
foster justice in all its forms by bringing the Social teaching of the Church to bear on the
Social problems of our day.

To bring about further extension of our work, we must imbue members more and
more with the spirit of our holy Patron.

Our Holy Father's Address will no doubt rekindle our commitment.

The continuing development and expansion of our Society was due to the strict
observance of its rules and obligations and the first and foremost of these was the
spiritual advancement of its members - the love of man for God's sake.

In this vear of remembrance let us recall with affection and respect, all those
members of the Society who have preceded us. May we prove worthy of the heritage
entrusted fo us.

Danny O'Brien
Morthern Ireland Regional President



VISIT OF PRESIDENT GENERAL OF THE SOCIETY TO
BELFAST 1976
Front Row: John Monaghan, Cormac O'Broin, Most Rev. Dr. Philbin,
Bishop of Down and Connor, Joseph Rouast, President
General of the Society 1975 - 1980, Patrick Mulligan.
Back Row: Bob Cashman, Vincent Fullam, Hugh McGarrigle, John
Peacock, Calm McNicholl, Ruaidhri Higgins.

VISIT OF UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN
IRELAND TO REGIONAL OFFICE IN 1983

Erom the left: Ruaidhri Higgins, Jack McMahon, Eoin Higgins, Mr. John
Patton M.P., Danny O'Brien, Colm McNicholl










































